GUIDANCE

Guidance for Title IID Ed Tech

Introduction

On January 8, 2002, President Bush signed into law the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (P.L. 107-110).  The legislation, which reauthorizes the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA), provides increased flexibility and local control to States and school districts, emphasizes strong accountability for results, offers expanded options for parents of disadvantaged children, and supports teaching methods that have a solid scientific research foundation.  (The legislation is available on the U.S. Department of Education’s website at http://www.ed.gov under the heading “President’s and Secretary’s Priorities”.)  

The reauthorized ESEA establishes the Enhancing Education Through Technology (Ed Tech) Program, which consolidates the current Technology Literacy Challenge Fund (TLCF) Program and the Technology Innovative Challenge Grant Program into a single State formula grant program (ESEA Title II, Part D, Subpart 1).  The primary goal of the Ed Tech program is to improve student academic achievement through the use of technology in schools.  It is also designed to assist every student in crossing the digital divide by ensuring that every student is technologically literate by the end of eighth grade, and to encourage the effective integration of technology with teacher training and curriculum development to establish successful research-based instructional methods.

This document provides guidance on the purposes and goals of the Ed Tech program, the local application processes and an entity’s eligibility for a grant award, the uses of Ed Tech funds and other programmatic requirements.  

Goals of the Program

The primary goal of the Ed Tech program is to improve student academic achievement through the use of technology in elementary and secondary schools.  It is also designed to assist every student – regardless of race, ethnicity, income, geographical location, or disability – in becoming technologically literate by the end of eighth grade, and to encourage the effective integration of technology resources and systems with professional development and curriculum development to promote research-based instructional methods that can be widely replicated. 

Purposes of the Program

The purposes of the Ed Tech program are to –

· Assist States and localities in implementing and supporting a comprehensive system that effectively uses technology in elementary and secondary schools to improve student academic achievement.

· Encourage the establishment or expansion of initiatives (including those involving public-private partnerships) that are designed to increase access to technology, particularly in schools served by “high-need local educational agencies”.

· Assist States and localities in the acquisition, development, interconnection, implementation, improvement, and maintenance of an effective educational technology infrastructure in a manner that expand access of technology to students (particularly disadvantaged students) and teachers.

· Support initiatives that enable school personnel and administrators to integrate technology effectively into curriculum and instruction that are aligned with State standards, through such means as high-quality professional development programs.

· Enhance ongoing professional development for teachers, principals, and administrators by providing constant access to training and updated research in teaching and learning through electronic means.

· Support the development and use of electronic networks and other innovative methods, such as distance learning, to provide specialized or rigorous courses or curricula to students who would not otherwise have access to such information, particularly to those in geographically isolated regions.

· Support local efforts to use technology to promote parent and family involvement in education and to enhance communication among students, parents, teachers, principals, and administrators.
· Support the rigorous evaluation of programs funded under the Ed Tech Act, particularly regarding the impact of these programs on student academic achievement, and ensure that the results are widely accessible through electronic means.

Eligible LEA’s

The State may award Ed Tech formula grant funds only to LEAs that receive funds under Part A of Title I or to other LEAs that apply as part of a consortium with LEAs that receive funds under Part A of Title I. 

Annual Application

An LEA needs to submit a local technology plan, only when it first seeks Ed Tech formula grant funds.  Annually, if an LEA seeks Ed Tech funds as part of a consolidated NCLB local application, it will need to submit projects for Title IID.   An LEA must inform its SEA whenever it makes significant modifications to the application or technology plan.  LEAs are required to annually to submit performance reports, updated budgets, and other reasonable data before awarding funds in subsequent years.

25% for Staff Development

A recipient of Ed Tech funds generally must spend at least 25 percent of its award on ongoing, sustained, and intensive high-quality professional development and has considerable flexibility concerning the additional activities that it may support with Ed Tech funds.   A waiver of the professional development requirement can be granted by the State, if the Ed Tech recipient demonstrates, to the satisfaction of the SEA, that it already provides, to all teachers in core academic subjects, such professional development, which is based on a review of relevant research.  The remaining funds are to be used to carry out other activities consistent with the purposes of the program and the district’s local technology plan.  In your waiver letter, list the staff development activities planned and the funding sources.  Submit your waiver request with the NCLB application or as a separate request.  If sent separately, it should be sent to:

Dennis Kunces – Title IID Ed Tech Grant Manager

ME DOE

23 State House Station

Augusta ME  04333-0023.

Tech Plans

It is a requirement that before receiving Ed Tech funds, an eligible applicant must have a new or updated long-range strategic educational technology plan that is consistent with the objectives of the statewide technology plan and that addresses the statutory local plan requirements.  An applicant, with a current technology plan, does not have to develop a new technology plan for the Ed Tech program, but will submit responses to the federal questions below and append a copy to their existing plan.

Information Needed for Technology Plans - An individual local technology application must include the following from the Federal Requirements also found on the NCLB application:

· Strategies for improving academic achievement and teacher effectiveness – a description of how the applicant will use Ed Tech funds to improve the academic achievement, including technology literacy, of all students attending schools served by the LEA and to improve the capacity of all teachers in schools served by the LEA to integrate technology effectively into curriculum and instruction.

· Goals – a description of the applicant’s specific goals, aligned with challenging State standards, for using advanced technology to improve student academic achievement.

· Steps to increase accessibility – a description of the steps the applicant will take to ensure that all students and teachers have increased access to technology.  The description must include how the applicant will use Ed Tech funds to help students in high-poverty and high-needs schools, or schools identified for improvement or corrective action under section 1116 of Title I, and to help ensure that teachers are prepared to integrate technology effectively into curricula and instruction.

· Promotion of curricula and teaching strategies that integrate technology -- a description of how the applicant will identify and promote curricula and teaching strategies that integrate technology effectively into curricula and instruction, based on a review of relevant research and leading to improvements in student academic achievement.

· Professional development – a description of how the applicant will provide ongoing, sustained professional development for teachers, principals, administrators, and school library media personnel to further the effective use of technology in the classroom or library media center.

· Technology type and costs – a description of the type and costs of technology to be acquired with Ed Tech funds, including provisions for interoperability of components.

· Coordination with other resources – a description of how the applicant will coordinate activities funded through the Ed Tech program with technology-related activities supported with funds from other sources.

· Integration of technology with curricula and instruction – a description of how the applicant will integrate technology (including software and electronically delivered learning materials) into curricula and instruction, and a timeline for this integration.

· Innovative delivery strategies – a description of how the applicant will encourage the development and use of innovative strategies for the delivery of specialized or rigorous courses and curricula through the use of technology, including distance-learning technologies, particularly in areas that would not otherwise have access to such courses or curricula due to geographical distances or insufficient resources.

· Parental involvement – a description of how the applicant will use technology effectively to promote parental involvement and increase communication with parents, including a description of how parents will be informed of the technology used.
· Collaboration with adult literacy service providers – a description of how the program will be developed, where applicable, in collaboration with adult literacy service providers.
· Accountability measures – a description of the process and accountability measures that the applicant will use to evaluate the extent, to which activities funded under the program are effective in integrating technology into curricula and instruction, increasing the ability of teachers to teach, and enabling students to reach challenging State academic standards.
· Supporting resources – a description of the supporting resources, such as services, software, other electronically delivered learning materials, and print resources, that will be acquired to ensure successful and effective uses of technology.
Applying for funds through a consolidated local application does not relieve an LEA of its obligation to have a local technology plan that meets all of the statutory requirements.  The State is in the process of revising the format and the approval process for the next E-Rate cycle of local technology plans.  Guidelines are scheduled to be sent to superintendents by July 15, 2002.  Technology Plans and updates should be sent to:

Sylvia Norton

Maine State Library





64 State House Station




Augusta, ME  04333-0064 


Information on the technology plan program can be obtained by email at sylvia.k.Norton@maine.gov or by called 287-5627 or 1-800-322-8899.

Funds for Planning

There may be instances in which LEAs have a very great need for technology but lack the resources to develop a technology plan.  These LEAs may seek a waiver of the local application requirements in order to receive Ed Tech funds for planning purposes.  An LEA would seek the waiver from the Secretary of Education, or an SEA could seek the waiver from the Secretary on behalf of its LEAs.   In requesting a waiver, the LEA would describe how the waiver would assist the LEA and affected schools and students in reaching specific, measurable educational goals (More detailed information on the Secretary’s waiver authority is available on the Department’s website at http://www.ed.gov/flexibility/.)

Use of Funds

In implementing its local technology plan; a recipient of Ed Tech funds may support activities such as:

· Increasing accessibility to technology, particularly through public-private partnerships, with special emphasis on accessibility for high-need schools.

· Adapting or expanding applications of technology to enable teachers to increase student academic achievement, including technology literacy, through teaching practices that are based on the review of relevant research and through use of innovative distance learning strategies.

· Implementing proven and effective courses and curricula that include integrated technology and that are designed to help students reach challenging academic standards.

· Using technology to promote parental involvement and foster communication among students, parents, and teachers about curricula, assignments, and assessments.

· Preparing one or more teachers in schools as technology leaders who will assist other teachers, and providing bonus payments to the technology leaders.

· Enhancing existing technology and acquiring new technology to support education reforms and to improve student achievement.

· Acquiring connectivity linkages, resources, and services for use by students and school personnel to improve academic achievement.

· Using technology to collect, manage, and analyze data to inform and enhance teaching and school improvement efforts.

· Implementing enhanced performance measurement systems to determine the effectiveness of education technology programs funded with Ed Tech funds.

· Developing, enhancing, or implementing information technology courses.

Evaluation

LEAs must have long-range technology plans that are consistent with the objectives of their SEA’s State plan.  They must develop strategies for improving student academic achievement through the effective use of technology in classrooms, including improving the capacity of teachers to integrate technology into curricula and instruction.   Furthermore, they must set specific goals, aligned with State standards, for using advanced technology to improve student academic achievement.

To help ensure accountability for Ed Tech funds, LEAs and eligible local entities must also develop a process and accountability measures that they will use to evaluate the extent to which activities funded under the program are effective in (1) integrating technology into curricula and instruction; (2) increasing the ability of teachers to teach; and (3) enabling students to meet challenging State standards.  

Because the Ed Tech program is a State-administered program, the SEA is responsible for ensuring that LEAs and eligible local entities comply with Ed Tech statutory requirements.  In addition, as part of its evaluation of the program, the Department will examine the extent to which LEAs and eligible local entities have effectively used funds to meet the goals of the program.       

Grant Requirements

1. A Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA) Form must be filed with the State. 

2. A response to the Federal technology Plan questions must be provided. 

3. Project Sheet for each project 

4. Project Sheet for each Non-Public School.

Participation of Non-Public Schools

The equitable participation requirements apply to the program.  (See ESEA Section 9501(b)(1).)

Requirements to Serve Non-Public Schools

 1. LEAs and eligible local entities must engage in timely and meaningful consultation with appropriate private school officials during the design and development of programs and continue the consultation throughout the implementation of these programs.  For the Ed Tech awards, the consultation should begin during the development of the local grant proposals.  Eligible LEAs that seek both competitive and formula funding under Ed Tech may engage in consultations that simultaneously involve the Ed Tech competitive and formula grants.  

2. LEAs and local entities must provide, on an equitable basis, special educational services or other benefits that address the needs under the program of children, teachers, and other educational personnel in private schools in areas served by the LEAs and local entities.  Expenditures for educational services and other benefits for private school children, teachers, and other educational personnel must be equal, taking into account the number and educational needs of the children to be served, to the expenditures for participating public school children. 

3.  The percentage of the LEA grant that is dedicated to serving non-public school students is located as Appendix A of this guidance.

4. Each non-public school project should be described on a IID Project Sheet.

5.  The 25% for staff development is the minimum amount for the entire grant.  The requirement can be meet just with public funds or a percentage of funds from both public and non-public schools.  Joint staff development projects can be developed but the funding should be listed on separate Project Sheets to document equitable participation.

Program Specific Pages for Title IID Ed Tech
Along with your program description(s) and budget, the follow components must be completed to receive Title IID funding: 1. A Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA) Form must be filed with the State. 2.  A response to the Federal components to the Local Technology Plan.

CIPA

Ed Tech legislation incorporates into the ESEA the requirements of the Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA).  These provisions require LEAs to certify, under certain circumstances, that schools have adopted and are enforcing Internet safety policies.  As a condition of participating in the Ed Tech program, LEAs must submit a CIPA certification form to their SEA.  The CIPA requirements in the ESEA apply with respect to elementary or secondary schools that do not receive e-rate discounts and for which Ed Tech funds are used to purchase computers used to access the Internet, or to pay the direct costs associated with accessing the Internet.  The CIPA requirements in the ESEA do not apply to schools that receive e-rate discounts. (These schools are governed by other CIPA provisions and must submit their CIPA certifications to the Federal Communications Commission.)  

· Check the first box if you receive e-rate funds beyond telephone service such as MSLN.

· Check the second box if you comply with the CIPA regulations but do not receive E-Rate.

· Check the third box if you have a waiver with the U.S. Department of Education to extend the period to comply with the CIPA regulations.

· Check the forth box if you do not receive E-Rate and do not plan to use the Title IID funds on projects related the Internet.

SEC. 2441. INTERNET SAFETY REGUATIONS
(a) IN GENERAL- No funds made available under this part to a local educational agency for an elementary school or secondary school that does not receive services at discount rates under section 254(h)(5) of the Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 254(h)(5)) may be used to purchase computers used to access the Internet, or to pay for direct costs associated with accessing the Internet, for such school unless the school, school board, local educational agency, or other authority with responsibility for administration of such school both — 

(1)(A) has in place a policy of Internet safety for minors that includes the operation of a technology protection measure with respect to any of its computers with Internet access that protects against access through such computers to visual depictions that are — 

(i) obscene;

(ii) (ii) child pornography; or

(iii) harmful to minors; and

(B) is enforcing the operation of such technology protection measure during any use of such computers by minors; and

(2)(A) has in place a policy of Internet safety that includes the operation of a technology protection measure with respect to any of its computers with Internet access that protects against access through such computers to visual depictions that are — 

(i) obscene; or

(ii) child pornography; and

(B) is enforcing the operation of such technology protection measure during any use of such computers.

(b) TIMING AND APPLICABILITY OF IMPLEMENTATION-

(1) IN GENERAL- The local educational agency with responsibility for a school covered by subsection (a) shall certify the compliance of such school with the requirements of subsection (a) as part of the application process for the next program funding year under this Act following December 21, 2000, and for each subsequent program funding year thereafter.

(2) PROCESS-

(A) SCHOOLS WITH INTERNET SAFETY POLICIES AND TECHNOLOGY PROTECTION MEASURES IN PLACE- A local educational agency with responsibility for a school covered by subsection (a) that has in place an Internet safety policy meeting the requirements of subsection (a) shall certify its compliance with subsection (a) during each annual program application cycle under this Act.

(B) SCHOOLS WITHOUT INTERNET SAFETY POLICIES AND TECHNOLOGY PROTECTION MEASURES IN PLACE-

(i) CERTIFICATION- A local educational agency with responsibility for a school covered by subsection (a) that does not have in place an Internet safety policy meeting the requirements of subsection (a) — 

(I) for the first program year after December 21, 2000, in which the local educational agency is applying for funds for such school under this Act, shall certify that it is undertaking such actions, including any necessary procurement procedures, to put in place an Internet safety policy that meets such requirements; and

(II) for the second program year after December 21, 2000, in which the local educational agency is applying for funds for such school under this Act, shall certify that such school is in compliance with such requirements.

(ii) INELIGIBILITY- Any school covered by subsection (a) for which the local educational agency concerned is unable to certify compliance with such requirements in such second program year shall be ineligible for all funding under this part for such second program year and all subsequent program years until such time as such school comes into compliance with such requirements.

(C) WAIVERS- Any school subject to a certification under subparagraph (B)(i)(II) for which the local educational agency concerned cannot make the certification otherwise required by that subparagraph may seek a waiver of that subparagraph if State or local procurement rules or regulations or competitive bidding requirements prevent the making of the certification otherwise required by that subparagraph. The local educational agency concerned shall notify the Secretary of the applicability of that subparagraph to the school. Such notice shall certify that the school will be brought into compliance with the requirements in subsection (a) before the start of the third program year after December 21, 2000, in which the school is applying for funds under this part.

(c) DISABLING DURING CERTAIN USE- An administrator, supervisor, or person authorized by the responsible authority under subsection (a) may disable the technology protection measure concerned to enable access for bona fide research or other lawful purposes.

(d) NONCOMPLIANCE-

(1) USE OF GENERAL EDUCATION PROVISIONS ACT REMEDIES- Whenever the Secretary has reason to believe that any recipient of funds under this part is failing to comply substantially with the requirements of this section, the Secretary may — 

(A) withhold further payments to the recipient under this part;

(B) issue a complaint to compel compliance of the recipient through a cease and desist order; or

(C) enter into a compliance agreement with a recipient to bring it into compliance with such requirements,

in same manner as the Secretary is authorized to take such actions under sections 455, 456, and 457, respectively, of the General Education Provisions Act.

(2) RECOVERY OF FUNDS PROHIBITED- The actions authorized by paragraph (1) are the exclusive remedies available with respect to the failure of a school to comply substantially with a provision of this section, and the Secretary shall not seek a recovery of funds from the recipient for such failure.

(3) RECOMMENCEMENT OF PAYMENTS- Whenever the Secretary determines (whether by certification or other appropriate evidence) that a recipient of funds who is subject to the withholding of payments under paragraph (1)(A) has cured the failure providing the basis for the withholding of payments, the Secretary shall cease the withholding of payments to the recipient under that paragraph.

(e) DEFINITIONS- In this subpart:

(1) COMPUTER- The term computer' includes any hardware, software, or other technology attached or connected to, installed in, or otherwise used in connection with a computer.

(2) ACCESS TO INTERNET- A computer shall be considered to have access to the Internet if such computer is equipped with a modem or is connected to a computer network that has access to the Internet.

(3) ACQUISITION OR OPERATION- An elementary school or secondary school shall be considered to have received funds under this part for the acquisition or operation of any computer if such funds are used in any manner, directly or indirectly — 

(A) to purchase, lease, or otherwise acquire or obtain the use of such computer; or

(B) to obtain services, supplies, software, or other actions or materials to support, or in connection with, the operation of such computer.

(4) MINOR- The term minor' means an individual who has not attained the age of 17.

(5) CHILD PORNOGRAPHY- The term child pornography' has the meaning given that term in section 2256 of title 18, United States Code.

(6) HARMFUL TO MINORS- The term harmful to minors' means any picture, image, graphic image file, or other visual depiction that—

(A) taken as a whole and with respect to minors, appeals to a prurient interest in nudity, sex, or excretion;

(B) depicts, describes, or represents, in a patently offensive way with respect to what is suitable for minors, an actual or simulated sexual act or sexual contact, actual or simulated normal or perverted sexual acts, or a lewd exhibition of the genitals; and

(C) taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value as to minors.

(7) OBSCENE- The term obscene' has the meaning applicable to that term under section 1460 of title 18, United States Code.

(8) SEXUAL ACT AND SEXUAL CONTACT- The terms sexual act' and sexual contact' have the meanings given those terms in section 2246 of title 18, United States Code.

(f) SEVERABILITY- If any provision of this section is held invalid, the remainder of this section shall not be affected thereby.'.







