Write-in Candidate Requirements

For All 2008 June Primary and November General Election Candidates

WHO IS A WRITE-IN CANDIDATE?

(Title 21-A:  §1.51, §338, §723.1)

A “write-in candidate” is a person:

1. Whose name is not printed on the ballot; and

2. Who otherwise fulfills the qualifications for the office designated; and 

3. Who receives one or more valid write-in votes for an office listed on a primary, general or special election ballot; and

4. NEW:  Who has filed a “Declaration of Write-in Candidacy” no later than 3 business days prior to the election.  (§722-A)

Declaration forms can be obtained from the Department of the Secretary of State, Bureau of Corporations, Elections and Commissions.

A copy of the Primary Election Declaration is attached.

ENROLLMENT QUALIFICATIONS OF A PRIMARY WRITE-IN CANDIDATE

(Title 21-A:  §144.3, §334, §338)

 The candidate must be enrolled, on or before March 17, 2008, in the party in which the candidate is seeking a write-in nomination; and

 The candidate must meet the same qualifications as a candidate filing a petition for nomination by primary election under §144.3 (by filing an application to change enrollment, if applicable, prior to January 1, 2008).
PARTY NAME OR DESIGNATION OF A WRITE-IN CANDIDATE

For the Primary Election, the candidate must indicate which party’s nomination the candidate is seeking by checking the appropriate box.

For the General Election, the candidate may indicate a party or political designation by writing that party or political designation in the appropriate space on the Declaration of Write-in Candidacy.  The candidate may write in the name of a qualified party (Democratic, Green Independent or Republican) or choose a political designation which may not exceed 3 words in length, and may not incorporate the candidate’s name or the designation or an abbreviation of the designation of a party that is qualified to nominate candidates by primary election, and may not consist of or comprise language that is obscene or violates any other provision of Maine law with respect to names.  A candidate who intends to form a new party about that person’s candidacy must use the proposed party’s designation.

HOW DOES A VOTER CAST A WRITE-IN VOTE?

(Title 21-A:  §691, §696)

 A voter must mark the write-in indicator (square, oval or arrow) as instructed on the ballot; AND
 The voter must also write the name in the blank space provided at the end of the list of candidates for that office.

 NEW:  In the past, the voter had to write the municipality of residence in addition to the candidate’s name.   This is no longer required, since write-in candidates must now submit their Declarations of Write-in Candidacy at least 3 business days prior to the election.

 For a Primary Election Only, the voter may paste a sticker on the ballot containing the name and municipality of residence of the write-in candidate.  A sticker is an adhesive label, bearing the required information.  Stickers used with automatic tabulating equipment should be prepared in accordance with the manufacturer’s specifications for that equipment.  Further information is attached.
MINIMUM NUMBER OF VOTES NEEDED

For a Primary Election:  the number of valid write-in votes must be equal to at least twice the minimum number of signatures required on a primary petition for that office.  If more than one person receives the minimum number of write-in votes for an office, the person receiving the greatest number of votes is nominated.   (§723.1.A) 

For a General Election:  the person receiving the greatest number of votes is elected.  (§723.2)

INFORMATION ON WRITE-IN STICKERS (PRIMARY ONLY)

 Candidates whose districts include municipalities that use the optical scan voting machines (Optech, Accu-Vote or M-100) should follow the manufacturer’s specifications for the printing of their stickers.  Use of other stickers that are too thick or have substandard adhesive backing can potentially jam and disable the machine.  Please contact the Division of Elections for individual manufacturer’s specifications.
 Candidates running in municipalities that hand-count paper ballots can use any sticker.

 There is a write-in space below the list of names for each office on the ballot.  The maximum size for any write-in sticker is:  ½ inch high by 2 inches wide.  (This is the size of the write-in space for all voting systems – Hand-counted Paper ballots, Optech IIIP Eagle, Accu-Vote and ES&S M100 ballots.
 The name and municipality of residence of the candidate must be machine or hand-printed legibly on the sticker.

 The sticker may be attached to a release sheet which contains instructions on the placement of the sticker (on which party ballot; under which office and proper marking of the write-in indicator).  Sample instructions for stickers:

PAPER Ballots

I am a (Party Name) candidate for the (Office Sought) in (District #).  You can vote for me by placing this sticker in the space with the dotted line under the heading (Name of Office and  District) and placing a cross (X) or a check (() in the box next to the sticker.

OPTECH EAGLE Ballots

I am a (Party Name) candidate for the (Office Sought) in (District #).  You can vote for me by placing this sticker in the space with the dotted line under the heading (Name of Office and  District) and completing the arrow to the right of the sticker.

ACCU-VOTE or M-100 Ballots

I am a (Party Name) candidate for the (Office Sought) in (District #).  You can vote for me by placing this sticker on the space with the dotted line under the heading (Name of Office and  District) and completing the oval to the left of the sticker.  

HANDING OUT STICKERS AT THE POLLS

(Title 21-A:  §682)

 Any person (including the candidate) may pass out write-in stickers on election day at the polls.  This is an exception to political activity that is otherwise prohibited.  However, the person may not campaign for the write-in candidate, or state the office that the candidate is seeking.  Stickers handed out at the polls may not be attached to the release sheet described above as it would contain information that would be considered prohibited political activity.
 Within the voting place, no person may instruct another in the method of marking the ballot, except as provided in section 672 (for voters who need assistance due to physical disability, illiteracy or religious faith).

 On public property within 250 feet of the entrance to the polls, no one may influence or attempt to influence another person’s decision on a candidate or ballot issue.  In addition, no one may display or distribute any campaign literature on public property within 250 feet of the polls.

 To avoid violations of the prohibited activities, candidates are encouraged to send the write-in stickers to party members in the candidate’s district before election day.
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