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DEPARTMENT OF INLAND FISHERIES & WILDLIFE

Chapter 26:
COMMERCIAL WILDLIFE PERMIT FOR AMPHIBIANS OR NONMARINE INVERTEBRATES

26.01
Permit Required

A commercial wildlife permit is required by any persons harvesting amphibians (Class Amphibia), freshwater mussels (Class Bivalvia), butterflies or moths (Class Insecta, Order Lepidoptera), dragonflies (Class Insecta, Order: Odonata), or beetles (Class Insecta, Order: Coleoptera) collected from the wild for export, sale, or commercial purposes.

This rule is not intended to apply to licensed Maine guides and anglers harvesting or collecting species other than endangered, threatened and special concern for use in the activity they are licensed for by the Department.

26.02
Application and Fee

A. Applications for a commercial wildlife permit must be submitted on a standard application form provided by the Commissioner; incomplete applications will be returned to the applicant. All applications will be reviewed by a Department biologist authorized by the Commissioner.

B. The fee for a commercial wildlife permit is defined in statute pursuant to M.R.S. §12161. 

26.03:
Age

Applicants must be 16 years of age or older.

26.04
Restrictions and Conditions

A. The Department shall maintain a list of restricted amphibian and invertebrate species ineligible for commercial harvest. Restricted species will include those listed as State Endangered or Threatened under Title 12, Section 12803, or listed by the Department as species of Special Concern and available on the Department’s website or at any of the regional offices. 

B. Among nonrestricted species, the Department may establish harvest limits by species and geographic location and seasonal restrictions for harvest.
C. Other restrictions or conditions may be specified by the Commissioner to ensure appropriate and sustainable use of a commercial wildlife permit.

26.05
Grounds for Permit Denial

Upon receipt of a properly executed permit application, the Commissioner may issue a permit unless:

A. The applicant has been assessed a civil penalty or convicted of any criminal statute or regulation relating to the activity for which the application is filed if such conviction or assessment evidences a lack of responsibility. 

B. The applicant has failed to disclose information required in the application or has made false statements as to any material fact in connection with the application.

C. The applicant has failed to demonstrate a valid justification for the permit.

D. The authorization requested potentially threatens a wildlife population.
26.06
Records; Reports

The person to whom the permit is issued shall maintain complete and accurate records of any activity conducted pursuant to such permit. A report of these activities shall be submitted to the Commissioner within 30 days following permit expiration or with request for renewal. Report forms shall be provided by the Commissioner. 

26.07
Renewal Requirements

Permits are renewable and may be renewed:

A. If a satisfactory report of activities during the preceding year is submitted.
B. If the restrictions and conditions of the preceding year’s permit are accurately met.

26.08
Penalty

Any violation of these rules and regulations or the conditions of any permit may subject the permittee to the following:

A. Upon conviction, punishment as provided by Section 12159 and 12161, Title 12.

B. Revocation of the permit. When revoked, permits must be surrendered to the Commissioner on demand.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 12 MRSA §§ 12159, 12161
EFFECTIVE DATE:


April 7, 2013 – filing 2013-077.
(APA Office Note: statutory citation added to 26.02(B) on August 4, 2017 at the request of the agency.)

