16-222
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY BUREAU OF STATE POLICE

Chapter 7
RULES AND REGULATIONS RELATING TO BEANO AND BINGO BY FEDERALLY RECOGNIZED INDIAN-TRIBES

SUMMARY:
This chapter provides the rules and regulations relating to the licensing and operation of Beano and/or Bingo games on Indian reservations by federally recognized Indian tribes pursuant to 17 M.R.S.A. § 314-A, as enacted by Chapter 197 of the Public Laws of 1987.  These rules regulate how the game of Beano/Bingo shall be conducted, the premises at which games may be conducted, the equipment required, the awarding of prizes, the maintenance of reports and records and other matters relating to the operation of high-stakes Beano/Bingo.

7.01
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS.

A.
Occasion: The word "occasion" shall mean a single gathering or session at which a series of successive Beano/Bingo games are played.

B.
No games may be conducted in any location where alcoholic beverages are sold, dispensed, or consumed one hour before and throughout, including intermissions, the conduct of any licensed Beano or Bingo game.


(1)
The entrance from the outdoors to that part of the building where a licensed Beano or Bingo game is conducted must be separate and at least 15 feet away from the outdoor entrance to that part of the building where alcoholic beverages are sold, dispensed, or consumed.

C.
No admission shall be charged for attendance at any game of Beano or Bingo, and no prizes shall be awarded for attendance.

D.
All Beano or Bingo applications must be received by the Maine State Police, Beano/Bingo-Games of Chance Division at least 8 days prior to the first date desired to operate.  No Beano or Bingo license will be issued unless the 8 day requirement is met.

E.
No organization licensed under this chapter to operate Beano or Bingo shall reserve any seats for individuals nor shall they allow any seats to be reserved at any time, except that a licensed organization may reserve areas of seats for large groups and busloads.  Seating will be on a first come, first serve basis for all Beano players.  A Licensed organization may reserve a seat for a physically handicapped person.

7.02
EQUIPMENT.

A.
No game of Beano or Bingo shall be conducted with any Beano or Bingo equipment unless said equipment is (a) owned absolutely, or (b) used without payment or any compensation therefor.


NOTE: Equipment being purchased on installment is considered as "Owned".

B.
In addition to proper furniture such as tables and chairs, each game of Beano or Bingo shall use the following equipment: Beano cards or paper, otherwise known as tally cards; suitable equipment for securing the numbers "called" in conducting the game; beans, corn or other material to be used as tallies; and a chalkboard or electric flashboard.

C.
Each Beano or Bingo tally card shall have twenty-five squares which are divided into five vertical and five horizontal rows, making five squares to a row.  At the top of each vertical row will appear one letter of the word "Beano" or "Bingo", as the case may be, beginning at the extreme left row with the letter "B" and continuing in sequence through "O" at the extreme right row.  Each square shall be numbered making five numbers to a row, the exception being the center or third vertical row which has four numbers and a center space. (The most commonly used cards are those numbered I to 75 inclusive.  In this series the numbers 1 to 15 inclusive, are used in the first vertical row; numbers 16 to 30 inclusive, are used in the second row; 31 to 45, inclusive, in the third row; 46 to 60, inclusive, in the fourth row; and 61 to 75, inclusive, in the fifth row.  Each card may have a different combination of numbers either vertically, horizontally or diagonally).

D.
One of the following methods shall be used in securing the numbers "called" in the conduct of the game: a. An electrically operated blower machine containing balls which the operator may take from the air one at a time while the blower is in operation or which provides a trap or other mechanical means for automatically catching no more than one ball at a time while the blower is in operation. b. A mechanically or manually operated cage which provides a trap or other mechanical means for automatically catching no more than one ball at a time while the cage is in operation.

7.03.
CONDUCT OF BEANO/BINGO.

A.
Before commencing the first game on any occasion at which a series of Beano/Bingo games is to be held, all numbers shall be removed from the blower, or from such other mechanical means used to catch the numbers, and shall be placed in appropriate position to enable any interested person, or persons, to determine that all numbers 1 through 75, are present.

B.
All cards which have not been purchased and paid for shall be removed from the tables and the immediate vicinity of any player while the games are in progress, except as otherwise provided in these rules

C.
All players will be furnished a ticket, receipt or some other easily and quickly identifiable device indicating the maximum number of cards purchased or provided free of charge as Permitted by Rule 7.03(N) and which may be played at any single game.  At no time will a participant play more than the number of beano/bingo cards actually purchased or provided free of charge and identified by the furnished ticket, receipt or other identifiable device used by the licensee organization to specify the maximum number of cards purchased or provided on a complimentary basis.  The device used to indicate the number of cards purchased or provided on a complimentary basis will remain in full sight of any interested person to view during the game.


NOTE:  In view of the fact that the license fee pursuant to 17 M.R.S.A. § 314-A(4) is a percentage of the gross revenues for high-stakes Beano/Bingo, the Licensee must adopt a procedure that meets the satisfaction of the Bureau of the State Police that will assure a full, accurate and complete accounting of all tickets, receipts or other devices indicating the number of cards purchased and the prices paid therefor, including an accounting procedure for the purchase of additional paper tally cards during the course of an occasion where Beano/Bingo is being conducted.

D.
The Chief of the State Police may authorize a Licensee to conduct Beano/Bingo in any structure, building, or portion thereof, that conforms with the provisions of all statutes, ordinances, and rules and regulations promulgated by local, county or state authority pertaining to entrances, exits, fire escapes, auxiliary lighting, fireproofing, and structural safety.  Only such locations expressly described in the application and Location Permit shall be used for the conduct of any Beano/Bingo game.

E.
All players must be seated in the same room or outdoor area with the operator calling the numbers.  Under no circumstances is Beano/Bingo to be conducted in more than one room.  Any person who is not physically present within the room where the game is being conducted shall not be allowed to participate as a player.  No game shall be conducted in whole or in part in any corridor, hallway or portion thereof.

G.
The Licensee shall conspicuously post the license to operate Beano/Bingo, the Location Permit, and a copy of this publication in the room or area where Beano/Bingo is being conducted.

H.
The Licensee shall conspicuously post the price or combination of prices of all Beano/Bingo cards in the room or area where Beano/Bingo is being conducted.

I.
No arrangement of numbers shall be required to be covered in order to win the game other than one of the following:

(1)
one specified or unspecified horizontal row.

(2)
one specified or unspecified vertical row.

(3)
one specified or unspecified diagonal row.

(4)
one unspecified row, either horizontal, vertical diagonal or four corners.

(5)
the four corners.

(6)
the entire card.

(7)
the letters, "X", "T", "L", "E", "H", or "Z" and "B", "C", "F", "G", "J", "N", "P", "U", "Y", "A", "I" ,"S", "M", or "W".

(8)
the small picture frame.

(9)
the large picture frame.

(10)
the postage stamp; double or single.

(11)
the big diamond.

(12)
the small diamond.

(13)
the clover leaf.

(14)
the big stripe.

(15)
the six pack.

(16)
the checkerboard.

(17)
the layer cake.

(18)
two specified or unspecified rows, either horizontal, vertical or diagonal after 10 numbers are "called".

(19)
two specified or unspecified rows, either horizontal, vertical or diagonal and/or four corners.

(20)
the small picture frame and the four corners.

(21)
the little brown jug.

(22)
the house roof.

(23)
the equal sign.

(24)
the little Joe.

(25)
the xmas tree.

(26)
the block of nine (any way).

(27)
the number 4.

(28)
the flying arrow.

(29)
the triangle.

(30)
the champagne cup.

(31)
the check mark.


(32)
Pic = Picture


Use the diagram below for proper arrangement for the letters, picture frame, postage stamps, diamonds, clover leaf, stripe, six pack, layer cake and checkerboard, and other arrangements as shown.
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J.
The particular arrangement of numbers required to be covered in order to win the game shall be clearly described and announced to the players immediately before each game begins.

K.
Each number shall remain within the blower or cage until ready to be called.  Upon removal, said number shall be called without delay unless a Beano or Bingo is called, at which time no additional numbers will be called, and at which time the card shall be checked.  If a number was removed from the blower or cage and had not been announced when the Beano was called, this number shall be placed back in the blower or cage.  Each number as called must be clearly marked on a chalkboard or electric flashboard visible to all players, and must remain on such chalkboard or electric flashboard until after the winner or winners have been determined.

L.
The winner's card shall be checked against the numbers called.  In checking the card back such card shall be held by the checker, high above his head, visible to the participants.

M.
An organization licensed under this chapter may operate a game whereby an announced prize is awarded to the player(s) who wins a bingo game and whose winning arrangement of numbers contains, anywhere within that arrangement a pre-announced number or a number that has been randomly marked by way of the card printing process.  An organization. may not operate this game to require the pre-announced or randomly marked number to appear at a specific place or in a specific order within the winning arrangement of numbers.

N.
On each Beano/Bingo occasion all cards shall be purchased and winners determined.  However, a licensee may provide a set of complimentary cards worth no more than the most expensive package on that occasion to each of 50 persons per occasion.  The prize shall be awarded at the conclusion of each game

0.
No person conducting or assisting in the conduct of Beano/Bingo may participate as a player, or assist any player by playing their cards, in any game of Beano/Bingo during the same occasion. 

P.
All members of the Licensee who are involved in the conduct of Beano/Bingo shall be thoroughly familiar with the provisions of the statutes pertaining to Beano/Bingo and with these Rules and Regulations.

Q.
All prizes given to the winners in the form of checks shall be made payable to the name of the winner.  Absolutely no checks are to be made payable to "Cash", "The Bearer", etc.  Checks given to the winners as prizes may be cashed by the Licensee provided that the recipients have properly endorsed said checks.

R.
Cash prizes may be awarded but only by the issuance of checks drawn on a checking account, the use of which is reserved exclusively for the deposit of income from the game of Beano/Bingo and the disbursements entailed in the operation thereof.

S.
When more than one player is found to be the winner in the same game, the designated prize shall be divided as equally as possible, giving consideration to each winning card involved, and when division is not possible, substitute prizes shall be awarded.

7.04. RESERVED.

7.05. EXPENDITURES.

A.
RESERVED.

B.
The Licensee shall, in addition to the other books and records required hereafter, maintain and keep a separate account of the type commonly known as a "Checking Account" in a reputable banking establishment.  A Licensee maintaining such an account under these Rules and Regulations shall deposit therein, within one week from the date an occasion was held, the gross receipts from its operation of Beano/Bingo, and shall make any necessary expenditures entailed in its operation of the amusement from this account by check.  The Licensee shall maintain in the checking account an amount sufficient to cover all the checks written for each occasion.

7.06. RESERVED.

7.07.
REPORTS AND RECORDS REQUIRED.

A.
Within six days after any occasion on which Bingo or Beano is conducted, the Licensee shall file with the Chief of the Maine State Police a disposition of funds form prescribed and furnished by him, which shall include:

(1)
an exact account of all income from Beano or Bingo;

(2)
a list of all expenses, including, but not limited to, the cost of all prizes, printing, licenses and administration; and

(3)
an exact account of the disposition of all other proceeds from Beano or Bingo, including, but not limited to, all gifts, grants and payments to any person, firm, corporation, association or organization for any purpose whatsoever, provided, however, that nothing in these Regulations shall be construed to prevent a Licensee from making a payment to the general fund of its respective Indian Nation or Tribe after all necessary expenditures entailed in its Beano/Bingo operation have been made.  Every such statement shall be made under oath by the member in charge of such occasion and shall be open to public inspection.

B.
Each Licensee shall maintain for a period of three years following the date the game was held a record of the name and address of the recipient of each prize given.  A copy of the record shall be furnished to the Chief of the State Police upon request.

C.
All records of financial transactions involving Beano/Bingo shall be separate and distinguishable from all other financial records of the Licensee.

D.
Each Licensee shall maintain and keep for a period of three years following the date that occasion was held such books and records as may be necessary to substantiate the reports required thereafter.

E.
The Chief of the State Police or his authorized representative may examine the books and records of any Licensee at any time, so far as those books and records relate to the transactions connected with the holding, operating and conducting of Beano/Bingo, and the Licensee shall cooperate with the Chief or his representative by making such books and records available to him.  The Chief of the State Police may also examine any manager, officer, director, agent, member or employee of the Licensee in relation to the conduct of a game of Beano/Bingo, or concerning the conduct of Beano/Bingo.

7.08.
SAFETY PRECAUTIONS.

A.
The following minimum safety requirements shall be adhered to per the State Fire Marshall's Office: 

(1)
There shall be at least one 10 B.C. Dry Chemical or C02 fire extinguishers or one 2 1/2 gallon soda acid fire extinguisher per 2500 feet of floor space.

(2)
There shall be exit signs for each exit, with emergency lighting for all exits, hallways and the playing area.

(3)
Steps and stairs leading into, and those in the building, shall be kept free of obstructions and in good repair, with at least one handrail per set of steps or stairs.

(4)
There shall be no obstruction of any nature in any aisle, corridor, or stairway in or leading to, the licensed premises during the conduct of any Beano/Bingo game.

(5)
All exit doors from the playing area and the licensed premises shall swing outward, and shall not be provided with a latch or lock unless it is panic hardware.

(6)
Heating units, if involved, shall be installed in separate rooms with fire resistive rating of at least one hour, or shall be otherwise located and installed in such a manner as to protect the occupants in the event of any emergency or panic.


NOTE:  An organization that is considering any new construction or alterations to its Beano or Bingo premises, should consult the State Fire Marshall's Office, 99 Western Avenue, Augusta, Maine 04333.  Telephone: 289-2481.


AUTHORITY: 17 M.R.S.A. § 314-A.


EFFECTIVE DATE October 9, 1187 (EMERGENCY)


EFFECTIVE DATE OF PERMANENT RULE: March 2, 1988


AMENDED:
March 26, 1990


EFFECTIVE DATE (ELECTRONIC CONVERSION):
MAY 15, 1996

