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Bureau Of Mental Retardation

Chapter 7
Pilot Program for Transitional Services

Intent


The intent of the Pilot Program for Transitional Services is to offer a method of funding for innovative services which are otherwise unavailable or not reimbursable under existing funding systems.  It is the hope of those that worked to realize this program (also known as the voucher system) that this will provide a means for creatively meeting the needs of young adults.  It's difficult to write rules that spawn creativity so therefore this intent section should serve as the guide as we strive to implement the program in a way that parents, Bureau staff and legislators intended.  That way will lead to creative individual community options for people with mental retardation.

I.
Eligibility


Persons, in order to be eligible for this program, shall meet the following criteria:


A.
The individual must be between the ages of 20 and 26 years and;


B.
The individual must be living at home or in unsubsidized foster care and not receiving any day program or the individual may be receiving inappropriate day program services and;


C.
The individual must be unable to obtain the needed service(s) from any other source, including programs sponsored by other state agencies such as Vocational Rehabilitation, Medicaid and the Job training and Partnership Act and;


D.
The individual must be a client of the Bureau of Mental Retardation.

II.
Services


Services as specified below are available from this program only after all other funding sources have been explored and exhausted.


Services include habilitation and rehabilitation services including:


A.
Evaluation


B.
Job placement, counseling and follow-up


C.
Job coaching


D.
Supported employment


E.
Vocational training


F.
Day habilitation program Services may also include:



(1)
Transportation



(2)
Respite care



(3)
Recreational and leisure activities


D.
Post-secondary education (i.e. vocational technical institutes, community colleges, adult education)

III.
Priorities for Services


A.
Services that are otherwise unobtainable from any other source will be offered to individuals in the following order of priority:



(1)
Those clients living at home or in unsubsidized foster care who are not receiving any day program.



(2)
Clients who are not receiving appropriate day program services.

IV.
Allocation of Funds


Initial allocation of funds will be according to the percentage of total Bureau of Mental Retardation clients residing in each region as determined by the Bureau.  If a region is unable to utilize its allocation, the funds may be utilized in other regions as needed in accordance with the rules established for this program.

V.
Process


Whenever an individual is in need of those services specified in the Services section of these rules and no other resources exist for providing the service(s), an Interdisciplinary Team meeting shall be held to determine the needs of the individual and to recommend the services to be provided under this program.  The Interdisciplinary Team shall include the client and a family member or guardian.  The Interdisciplinary Team will specify the services to be purchased under this program and will consider the unique needs of the individual in recommending the services to be provided.


Any disagreement with the recommendations of the Interdisciplinary Team will be reviewed in accordance with the Individual Program Plan appeal process.

VI.
Limit on Costs


The total cost of the recommended services to be provided may not exceed $12,000 per client per year.  Services under this program will only be available to the extent of the appropriated amount.

VII.
Reporting


A.
The regional office of the Bureau will be responsible for collecting the following data:



(1)
The number of persons served under this program



(2)
The average cost per person



(3)
The average cost per person if all needed services were provided



(4)
The number of people eligible for this program but unable to participate due to insufficient funds.




The data shall be available prior to March 1, 1989.




Summary:
These rules establish the eligibility, services and procedures for accessing funds from the recently enacted Pilot Program for Transitional Services.  The purpose of this is to create a pilot program to experiment with providing options to individuals with mental retardation who have recently graduated from school.  The comments received have been considered in finalizing these rules.  Representative comments and the responses are included.


Authority: Public Law 837, 34-B M.R.S.A. section 5609


Effective Date: September 6, 1988


EFFECTIVE DATE (ELECTRONIC CONVERSION):
May 15, 1996

