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05-071

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Chapter 250:

SCHOOL APPROVAL FOR NONTRADITIONAL LIMITED PURPOSE SCHOOLS.

1.
SUMMARY: This chapter establishes school approval standards for nontraditional limited purpose schools in the state.

2.
DEFINITIONS


As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.


2.1
Commissioner: "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Education or a designee.


2.2
Department:
"Department" means the Department of Education.


2.3
School:  "School" means a nontraditional limited purpose private educational institution formed to address the educational needs of students through unique programs not normally offered through other public or private schools.

3.
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS


3.1
A nonprofit institution, not otherwise approved by the Commissioner, may operate as an approved nontraditional limited purpose school if it demonstrates a commitment to the educational process and to the State's youth by possessing the following:



A.
The school will have an incorporated council, board of trustees, board of directors, or other governing board composed of a cross section of the community served by the school.



B.
The school will have an established educational plan.



C.
The school will have a written curriculum with appropriate goals, objectives and instructional strategies with procedures for implementing and assessing their effectiveness.



D.
The school will have specific instructional time commensurate with the educational activities planned.



E.
The school will have facilities that comply with appropriate state health, safety and fire codes.



F.
The school will have an instructional staff certified by the Department of Education where appropriate and endorsement by professional boards in areas where the state does not have certification standards or professional standards agreed upon by the department and the respective institution.



G.
The school will have school health services that include a registered nurse in residence when students are in attendance or the appointment of a school or consulting physician.



H.
The school will establish written emergency and safety procedures and fire drills as appropriate.  This is to include instruction in safety pertaining to all potentially dangerous activities conducted in school programs.



I.
The school will maintain the equipment necessary to carry out the services provided.



J.
The school will demonstrate a commitment to work cooperatively with public schools in an effort to meet the needs of Maine students.



K.
The school will provide scholarship assistance to the state's youth.



L.
The school shall receive approval by the Commissioner as an approved special education program and shall comply with all requirements of Chapters 301, 303, and 305 of Title 20-A, the Maine Special Education Regulations, and applicable federal statutes and regulations prior to the enrollment of any exceptional student at public expense.

4.
INITIAL APPROVAL


4.1
Initial approval shall be applied for through the commissioner and will be determined by compliance with this chapter.  The institution may not operate as an approved school prior to approval by the commissioner.

5.
RENEWAL OF APPROVAL


5.1
Annual approval by the commissioner will be determined by compliance with this chapter and an annual on site review by the department.


5.2
The school will submit to the Department an annual School Approval Report for Nontraditional Limited Purpose Schools.

6.
REMOVAL OF APPROVAL


6.1
Not withstanding any other provision of law, the commissioner may remove approval from any nontraditional limited purpose school for failure to meet applicable approval requirements as set forth in this chapter.


6.2
Except as permissible under 5 MRSA section 10004, the Commissioner shall give a school notice and opportunity for hearing before removing approval.  The notice given and any hearing held shall conform to the requirements of subchapter IV of the Maine Administrative Procedure Act (5 MRSA 9051-9064).

7.
SUBSIDY


7.1
A school eligible for approval under this section shall not be eligible for state subsidy.

8.
CREDIT


8.1
A school approved under this chapter may not award high school credit.


8.2
High school credit for programs completed at a limited purpose non-traditional school may be granted to students by the high school in which they are enrolled full time.

9.
TAXATION


9.1
Not withstanding any other provision of law, the commissioner's approval of an institution as a non traditional limited purpose school shall not alter that institution's current status for the purpose of state or local taxation.
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