Public Laws and Resolves Affecting Motor Vehicles

129th Legislature, Second Regular Session

Effective Date is June 16, 2020, unless otherwise noted.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The full text of Public Laws and Resolves passed during the Second Regular Session of the 129th Legislature can be found online at: http://legislature.maine.gov/ros/LawsOfMaine/#Law/129/R2/ACTPUB/593  

PL 2020, Chapter 541 (LD 1207), “An Act To Expand the 1998 Special Retirement Plan To Include Detectives in the Office of Investigations within the Department of the Secretary of State, Bureau of Motor Vehicles.”  

This law allows detectives in the employment of the office of investigations within the Department of the Secretary of State, Bureau of Motor Vehicles to elect to participate in the 1998 Special Plan of the Maine Public Employees Retirement System. Under that plan, a person may retire at 55 years of age with 10 years of creditable service or may retire before 55 years of age with 25 years of creditable service and at a reduced benefit. The law amends the deadline for the one-time election for detectives in the Department of the Secretary of State, Bureau of Motor Vehicles to participate in the 1998 Special Plan and establishes the effective date of their participation.

PL 2020, Chapter 570 (LD 1908), “An Act to Establish First Responders Day on September 11th.”

This law designates September 11 of each year as First Responders Day and the Governor shall annually issue a proclamation inviting and urging the people of the State to observe the day in schools and other suitable places and with appropriate ceremony, celebration and activity. This day commemorates and honors the significant contributions of those who put their lives in danger to keep the people of this State safe, including law enforcement officers, firefighters, emergency medical personnel, game wardens, forest rangers and marine patrol officers.

PL 2020, Chapter 573 (LD 2018), “An Act To Require That Parking Lots for State Agencies Meet the Standards Set Forth in the Federal Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.” (Emergency) Effective February 27, 2020

This law requires each state department, state agency and quasi-independent state entity to ensure that parking areas serving state-owned or state-leased buildings housing that state department, state agency or quasi-independent state entity meet the 2010 federal standards related to the marking of parking space access aisles under the federal Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 by November 1, 2020. It requires each state department, state agency or quasi-independent state entity to examine each parking area by June 1, 2020.

PL 2020, Chapter 577 (LD 1900), “An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Motor Vehicle Child Restraint Systems To Allow Certain Exceptions.” (Emergency) Effective February 27, 2020

This law amends the laws governing motor vehicle child restraint systems to provide exceptions for children who exceed a manufacturer's recommended height limit and for children who have a medical condition that necessitates a different child restraint system.

PL 2020, Chapter 579 (LD 1901), “An Act To Amend the Laws Prohibiting the Use of Handheld Phones and Devices While Driving.” (Emergency) Effective March 6, 2020

This law simplifies the definition of "handheld electronic device" in recently enacted law prohibiting the use of handheld electronic devices while driving. It changes the penalty provisions to provide a fine of $50 for the first offense and $250 for a 2nd or subsequent offense.

PL 2020, Chapter 603 (LD 1953), “An Act Regarding Driver’s License Suspensions for Nondriving Violations.”

This law removes the provisions of law that provide for the suspension of a driver's license or permit for failure to pay a fine for an offense not related to driving and strikes the October 1, 2021 repeal provisions.  It repeals the provision of law that provides for the issuance of a restricted driver's license for failure to pay a fine for offenses not related to driving. It repeals the provision, effective on October 1, 2021, that provides the statutory exemptions from attachment and execution for certain property do not apply to enforcement of fines owed to the State.

PL 2020, Chapter 606 (LD 2005), “An Act To Amend the Law Governing Maximum Length for Truck Tractor Semitrailers.”

This law increases the maximum length limit for the wheelbase of a semitrailer operated in combination with a truck tractor on a highway network to 45 feet, 6 inches.

PL 2020, Chapter 607 (LD 2008), “An Act Making Technical Changes to the Maine Tax Laws.”

This law makes changes to sales, property, income and other taxes.  It repeals and replaces 36 MRSA §1811, sub-§1, paragraphs A through D clarifying existing law that applies a 10% sales tax on short-term rental and loaner vehicles.

PL 2020, Chapter 616 (LD 2126), “An Act Making Supplemental Appropriations and Allocations for the Expenditures of State Government, General Fund and Other Funds and Changing Certain Provisions of the Law Necessary to the Proper Operations of State Government for the Fiscal Years Ending June 30, 2020 and June 30, 2021.” (Emergency) Effective March 18, 2020

PL 2020, Chapter 617 (LD 2167), “An Act to Implement Provisions Necessary to the Health, Welfare and Safety of the Citizens of Maine in Response to the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency. (Emergency) Effective March 18, 2020

This law provides authorization to the Governor to waive certain restrictions, deadlines and requirements of various state laws.  Part F waives the registration requirement, including temporary registrations, of vehicles and trailers that expire during the period of the state of emergency declared by the Governor until 30 days following the termination of the state of emergency.

PL 2020, Chapter 623 (LD 1081), “An Act Regarding Smoking in Vehicles When a Minor is Present.” 

This law prohibits smoking in a motor vehicle by the operator or passenger when a minor, defined as anyone under the age of 18, is present in that motor vehicle, regardless of whether the motor vehicle’s windows are open. A person who violates this law commits a traffic infraction for which a fine of $50 must be adjudged. 

PL 2020, Chapter 634 (LD 1899), “An Act to Amend Certain Motor Vehicle Laws.”

This law repeals the Motor Carrier Review Board, shifting Motor Carrier suspension hearings to hearings examiners.

This law further clarified the use of biometric technology to include the use of facial recognition technology to search image records to provide information including digital images, to law enforcement agencies only to aid in emergency circumstances involving an immediate threat to life of a person or pursuant to rules adopted by the Secretary of State.   

PL 2020, Chapter 648 (LD 1966), “An Act to Amend the Laws Regarding Parking for Vehicles with Disability Placards and Plates.”

This law allows a vehicle that exhibits a permanent placard, a temporary placard or a disability registration plate to park at a parking area that is not a parking facility free of charge and for twice the time limit otherwise allowed.

PL 2020, Chapter 650 (LD 1981), “An Act Regarding the Regulations of Tiny Homes.” (Emergency) Effective March 18, 2020

This law defines tiny homes and authorizes the Secretary of State to issue certificates of titles and temporary registration permits (transit permits) to tiny homes.

PL 2020, Chapter 658 (LD 2044), “An Act to Increase the Death Benefits for Firefighters, Law Enforcement Officers, Emergency Medical Services Personnel and Correction Officers.” (Emergency) Effective March 18, 2020

This law increases the death benefits of the persons listed within who die in the line of duty, and for deaths occurring on or after July 1, 2021, an increase will be calculate annually based on the previous year’s increase in the Consumer Price Index. 

PL 2020, Chapter 667 (LD 2103), “An Act to Implement the Recommendations of the Right to Know Advisory Committee Regarding Public Records Exceptions.”

This law implements the recommendations of the Right to Know Advisory Committee concerning public record exceptions, keeps social security numbers protected and further clarifies when confidential and otherwise protected information can be disclosed. 
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