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MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 5, 2016
BOARD MEETING


CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by Dr. Ebersole, O.D. at 9:07 a.m. in the Kennebec Room at the Office of Professional and Occupational Regulation in Gardiner, Maine.  

Members present: Stephen Ebersole, O.D., Blaine Littlefield, O.D., Paul Cote, O.D., Thomas Nadeau, O.D, Parise Chamberland, O.D and Normand LaPlante, Public Member.

Others present: Tina Carpentier, Board Secretary, Judith M. Peters, Assistant Attorney General and one citizen. 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Action on Minutes of November 6, 2015 Meeting:  A motion was made by Dr. Nadeau
seconded by Dr. Littlefield to accept the minutes as written.

The motion passed 6-0

Dr. Kathryn Ward, O.D letter intermediate RX Prescriptions: The Board sent a letter to Dr. Ward on January 20, 2016 requesting more information to make a definitive response to the situation.   

Update from Dr. Littlefield on Telemedicine Clinic’s: Dr. Littlefield updated the Board on information he researched on Telemedicine Clinic’s in Maine.

Bruce Gerrity- continuing education: Bruce Gerrity addressed the Board on behalf of The Maine Optometric Association on their concerns with continuing education. 

The Board agreed that no action will be taken.

NEW BUSINESS:

Richard Wallingford requesting a waiver of continuing education due to illness: The Board reviewed Dr. Wallingford’s email dated December 10, 2015 requesting waiver of continuing education eligibility requirements for renewal of his optometrist license for the April 1, 2016 due to illness.  

A motion was made by Dr. Nadeau seconded by Dr. Cote to grant Dr. Wallingford’s request to waive the full 25 hours of continuing education upon submission of a timely and otherwise complete licensure renewal application.

The motion passed 6-0

Kerry Kaplan, O.D. – 5 hours credit short required hours: The Board reviewed the letter dated January 4, 2016 from Dr. Kaplan requesting the Board to approve 5 hours of continuing education she completed after the 2015 calendar year.

A motion was made by Dr. Cote seconded by Dr. Chamberland to renew Dr. Kaplan’s license and to clarify its policy toward license renewals. Secretary to send letter. 

The motion passed  6-0

Review of Maine Law and Statutes: The Board agreed to table to May, 6, 2016 Board meeting for discussion. 

OTHER BUSINESS:

Complaint #2015-OPT-10878: After presentation and discussion, a motion was made by Dr. 
Nadeau, seconded by Normand LaPlante to dismiss the complaint on the ground of no violation of the Maine Optometry Laws or Rules.   

The motion passed 5-1 recused (Dr. Littlefield)
  
Complaint #2015-OPT-11544:   After presentation and discussion, a motion was made by Dr.  Chamberland, seconded by Dr. Cote to dismiss the complaint on the ground of no violation of the Maine Optometry Laws or Rules.   

The motion passed 5-1 recused (Dr. Littlefield)

Complaint #2015-OPT-11549:   After presentation and discussion, a motion was made by Dr. Nadeau, seconded by Normand LaPlante to dismiss the complaint on the ground of no violation of the Maine Optometry Laws or Rules.   

The motion passed 5-1 recused (Dr. Littlefield)

Judith Peters, AAG gave overview on Board Duties:

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Pursuant to 1 MRSA, Chapter 13, section 405 (Executive Sessions), paragraph 6(A), I Normand LaPlante, made the motion that the Maine Board of Optometry go into Executive Session at 12:08 p.m. for the purpose of reviewing Performance Management form for the Board Secretary.  

The Motion Passes Unanimously 0-6.

A Motion was made by Normand LaPlante, seconded by Dr. Nadeau to end the Executive Session at 12:20 p.m.  

The motion passed unanimously 0-6.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: None

SECRETARY’S REPORT:    Dr. Littlefield and Normand LaPlante will attend the ARBO meeting in Boston on June 26th – 28th, 2016.

Normand was appointed from the Governors’ office to serve on the Board for another 5 years.

OE tracker numbers are displayed in our ALMS system, and will be displayed on the pocket license card. 

Application to take the Maine License exam is now available online at the Board’s website.

Normand LaPlante, Treasurer, was given a copy of the cash and expense report for review. 

ADJOURNED:  A motion was made by Normand LaPlante, seconded by Dr. Thomas Nadeau                                                 to adjourn the meeting at 12:28 p.m.	

Motion passed unanimously. 

The next meeting will be held on May 6, 2016.   

Respectfully submitted,



Tina Carpentier
Secretary, Maine Board of Optometry


