Maine Board of Optometry


         113 State House Station


          Augusta, Maine 04333



MINUTES OF November 9, 2012
BOARD MEETING
CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by President Gerrard Rudmin, O.D. at
9:03 a.m. in the Kennebec Room at the offices of Professional and Occupational Regulation in Gardiner, Maine.  
Members present: Gerrard Rudmin, O.D., Scott Ferguson, O.D., Linda Cameron, O.D., Blaine Littlefield, O.D., David Heward, O.D., and Normand LaPlante, Public Member. 
Others present: Judith M. Peters, Assistant Attorney General and Tina Carpentier, Board Secretary.
OLD BUSINESS: 
Action on Minutes of August 10, 2012 Meeting:  A motion was made by Normand LaPlante,                    seconded by Dr. Littlefield, to accept the minutes as written.  
The motion passed 5-0-1, Dr. Ferguson abstained.
Zero Based Budget FY 14 & FY 15: The Secretary distributed the Zero-Based Budget for the Board to review and indicated the changes for FY14 &FY15.  Request was made by Secretary to purchase new Fax machine in 2013 and new printer in 2014.   
After discussion on the budget, a motion was made by Normand LaPlante, seconded by Dr. Ferguson to accept the budget.  
The motion passed unanimously 6-0.

A second motion was made by Dr. Cameron, second by Normand LaPlante to purchase a new printer and fax machine for the Board of Optometry office in FY2013.  A total of $1,000.00 will be budgeted for this purpose.                  
The motion passed unanimously 6-0.  
NEW BUSINESS: 
Election of Officers:  
Dr. Rudmin informed the Board that his term expires on December 17, 2012 and that he will not serve another term.
Dr. Ferguson informed the Board that his term expired on September 19, 2012 and that he will not serve another term.
Dr. Heward informed the Board that his term expires on September 4, 2013 and that he will not serve another term. 
A motion was made by Dr. Cameron to elect Normand LaPlante as Secretary/ Treas., Seconded by Dr. Littlefield.
The motion passed 5-0-1, Normand LaPlante abstained. 
A motion was made by Normand LaPlante to elect Dr. Cameron as President, seconded by Dr. Ferguson.  

The motion passed 5-0-1, Dr. Cameron abstained.
Dr. Littlefield agreed to take over Dr. Ferguson’s position of CE Consultant.
The Board’s Assistant Attorney General, Judith M. Peters, informed the Board members that until the Governor appoints a replacement, they are required to remain on the Board.  
Schedule 2013 Board Meetings/Exam Dates: 
A motion was made by Dr. Littlefield, seconded by Dr. Heward to approve the board meeting dates and exams. 
February 8th- Meeting/Exam 

May 10th – Meeting/Exam

August 9th – Meeting/Exam

November 8th-Meeting/Exam

Exams begin at 8:00 a.m.  Meetings begin at 9:00 a.m.
The motion passed unanimously 6-0.
Glaucoma Certification approval:  Dr. Anthony J Bullum, O.D. of California submitted an email on September 24, 2012 requesting a licensure requirement waiver for TAG.

After discussing the request from Dr. Bullum, a decision was made by the Board to draft a letter stating once receipt of a glaucoma certification from California and all the requirements of the Maine Board of Optometry have been met, that Dr. Bullum write to request a waiver of consultation requirement.  The Board’s Glaucoma sub-committee will review the request and make a recommendation to the Board. 
Letter to be drafted by Dr. Cameron and Judith M. Peters, A.A.G. will review. 
Grant Extension for CE’s:  Dr. Lucie Neron, O.D. of Canada, submitted an email on October 15, 2012 requesting 2 additional hours of online continuing education to complete her requirements for 2012 CE’s.  Dr. Neron is unable to cross the border to attend the December conferences in U.S.  
After discussing the request from Dr. Neron, a decision was made to draft a letter recommending that Dr. Neron fulfill her CE requirements before the end of the year in Canada.  Dr. Neron will need to submit prior approval to the CE officer if the course is not COPE approved.   Secretary will draft letter and Dr. Ferguson will review.
Active Maine License- hours of practice per year:  Dr. Littlefield and the Secretary asked the Board what the required minimum amount of time is to keep your license active.  
Judy Peters, A.A.G., stated that there is nothing in the Law/Rules that states minimum amount of time required to keep license active in Maine.  

The Board agreed if you declare to be an active licensed Optometrist in Maine then you are.  
Email to the Board on Stromal Puncture (Dr. Higgins):  Email dated October 23, 2012 to the Board that Medicare is no longer reimbursing OD’s for stromal puncture (code 65600).

The Board agreed at its December 2, 2011 meeting that the procedure generally known as stromal corneal puncture is within the scope of practice of optometrists.  Whether a provider is paid for doing this procedure or others is not an issue within the Board of Optometry’s purview. 
A Letter will be drafted by Dr. Rudmin, Judy M. Peters, A.A.G. to review.
Presentation - Online Renewals: Catherine Squires, PFR’s Business Analyst presented a presentation on the ALMS Online Renewal system for the Maine Board of Optometry.  
After the presentation the Board discussed the online renewal system and agreed to proceed with the process.  A suggestion was brought up to be able to record their continuing education courses in the system throughout the year or ideally the ability to swipe their continuing education card for proof of attendance. 
A motion was made by Dr. Littlefield, seconded by Dr. Cameron to proceed with the process of online renewal for 2014.  The secretary will be the liaison between the Board and OIT throughout the project.
The motion passed unanimously 6-0.
Presentation – New Website:  The Secretary reviewed the new website and asked the Board for feedback. The Board would like to see a tab added where Letters of Guidance can be reviewed by optometrist.  Secretary will work with Board members and Judith M. Peters, A.A.G. to draft these examples and to implement them on the website.
A motion was made by Normand LaPlante, seconded by Dr. Littlefield to go live with the new website.  
The motion passed unanimously 6-0.
OTHER BUSINESS: None
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Dr. Rudmin expressed his gratitude to all the Board members.
SECRETARY’S REPORT:  Dr. Pauline Beale upgraded her license to TAG.
ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made by Dr. Rudmin, seconded by Dr. Cameron to adjourn the meeting. The meeting was declared adjourned at 10:55 a.m.

The motion passed unanimously 6-0.  
The next meeting will be held on February 8, 2013.
Respectfully submitted,

Tina Carpentier
Secretary, Maine Board of Optometry
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