Maine Board of Optometry

113 State House Station


Augusta, Maine 04333



MINUTES of February 10, 2012 

BOARD MEETING
CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by President Gerrard Rudmin, O.D. at 9:48 a.m. in the Kennebec Room at the offices of Professional and Occupational Regulation in Gardiner, Maine.  
Members present: Gerrard Rudmin, O.D., Scott Ferguson, O.D., Linda Cameron, O.D., Blaine Littlefield, O.D., and Normand LaPlante, Public Member. 
Member absent: Dr. David Heward, O.D.
Others present:  Tina Carpentier, Board Secretary, Judith M. Peters, Assistant Attorney General.
OLD BUSINESS: 
Action on Minutes of December 2, 2011 Meeting:  A motion was made by Dr. Rudmin, seconded by Norman LaPlante, to accept the minutes as amended.  Motion passed unanimously 5-0.
Board Exam at each meeting and on demand: A motion was made by Dr. Cameron, seconded by Dr. Ferguson to increase the number of examinations given each year, based upon the demand of new applications.  Secretary to update the Maine Board of Optometry website for exam dates.  The motion passed unanimously 5-0.
Judith Peters, A.A.G., will further investigate the matter of the Secretary administering exams on demand to accommodate Doctors and report to the Board of her findings.  
NEW BUSINESS: 
Request for approval, COPE reviewer for ARBO:  The Board agreed Dr. Leonard Mendez O.D., is licensed in Maine without any history of disciplinary to begin service as a COPE reviewer.  
Dr. Ferguson stated that in the future the Board does not need to take any action since the information is public.  The Secretary will confirm their license is in good standing within our jurisdiction and fax the request to ARBO.  

Discuss fees for nonactive licenses: Dr. Janet Aug O.D. inquired as to why the licensure renewal fees are the same for licensees who hold nonactive licenses as for those with active licenses.  The Board members discussed the Law/Rules and determined that the administrative cost of maintaining both licenses is the same for the Board. 
A motion was made by Dr. Rudmin, second by Dr. Littlefield that no further action will be taken at this time.  The motion passed unanimously 5-0.
A letter will be drafted by the Secretary, Judy Peters, AAG will review.  

The Board may revisit this issue when it next engages in a rulemaking.

OTHER BUSINESS: Dr. Rudmin suggested to the Board that a courtesy reminder be sent to nonactive licensees that, if they hold a nonactive license for a period of three (3) years or more, they must pass Part III of the National Board exam and the Maine Board of Optometry’s examination if they wish to become an active licensee. 
Dr.  Ferguson informed the Board he received from the Secretary the largest request for continuing education credits.  A total of 229 hours for Vision Expo & Conference on March 22-25, 2012 in New York. 

 Dr. Littlefield will work with Secretary on reviewing and updating exam questions.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Dr. Rudmin informed the Board Members that he has been working with the new Secretary and is pleased with the communications.  Two applicants passed the exam, Dr. Luke Gamble will be practicing in Bangor and Dr. Jacob Wanon in Farmingdale.
SECRETARY’S REPORT:  License renewal applications are steadily being received and processed daily.  To date, 63 licensees have returned their renewal application.  
ADJOURNED:  A motion was made by Dr. Rudmin, seconded by
 Dr. Cameron
 to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed unanimously 5-0.  The meeting was declared adjourned at 11:45 a.m.

The next meeting will be held on May 11th.

Respectfully submitted,

Tina Carpentier
Secretary, Maine Board of Optometry
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