Maine Board of Optometry


         113 State House Station


          Augusta, Maine 04333



MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 7, 2014
BOARD MEETING
CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by Dr. Ebersole, O.D. at 9:00 a.m. in the Kennebec Room at the offices of Professional and Occupational Regulation in Gardiner, Maine.  
Members present: Linda Cameron, O.D., Thomas Nadeau, O.D., Stephen Ebersole, O.D., Normand LaPlante, Public Member, and Paul Cote.
Others present: Tina Carpentier, Board Secretary, Judy M. Peters, Assistant Attorney General and several citizens.
Absent: Dr. Blaine Littlefield, O.D., Complaint Officer
OLD BUSINESS: 
Action on Minutes of November 8, 2013 Meeting:  A motion was made by Dr. Nadeau seconded by Dr. Cote to accept the minutes as amended.
The motion passed unanimously.
Online continuing education course hour’s increase: The Board discussed changing the amount of online continuing education course hours.  The board made a decision that there will be no change on the amount of hours and the rules will remain the same.

Review draft document of MBO policy for prior approval on continuing education courses: 
Dr. Nadeau presented a policy for prior approval on continuing education courses to the Board.  After the Board discussed the draft policy, Dr. Nadeau will revise the draft copy and present it at the May 9, 2014.
Items for future revision of Maine Optometry Laws:  The Board reviewed the revision of the Maine Optometry Laws.  Judith Peters, A.A.G. agreed to revise the structure of the Law. The Board will revisit the revisions at its May 9, 2014 meeting.
Health Security Act Liability Claim Report:    Secretary asked for direction on how to handle these reports. Judith Peters, A.A.G. will investigate the liability claim report and report back to Secretary her findings. 
OTHER BUSINESS:  

Complaint # 2013-OPT-9408-  After presentation and discussion, a motion was made by Dr. Cameron, seconded by Norman LaPlante to dismiss the complaint on ground of insufficient evidence of violation of Maine Optometry Law and Rules.

Five (5) in favor 
Complaint # 2013-OPT-9579- After presentation and discussion, a motion was made by Dr. Nadeau seconded by Norman LaPlante to dismiss the complaint on ground of insufficient evidence of violation of Maine Optometry Law and Rules. Five (5) in favor
Complaint # 2013-OPT-9239- After presentation and discussion, a motion was made by Dr. Nadeau seconded by Dr. Ebersole to dismiss the complaint on ground of insufficient evidence of violation of Maine Optometry Law and Rules. 
Five (5) in favor

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Pursuant to 1 MRSA, Chapter 13, section 405 (Executive Sessions), paragraph 6(A), I, Norman LaPlante, make the motion that the Maine Board of Optometry go into Executive Session at 11:02 a.m. for the purpose of reviewing Performance Management form for the Board Secretary. Motion Passed Unanimously.
A motion was made by Norman LaPlante, seconded by Dr. Cote to end the Executive session at 11:22 a.m. The Motion Passed Unanimously.
A motion was made by Dr. Nadeau, seconded by Dr. Cote to recommend a merit increase for the Board’s Secretary.  The Motion Passed Unanimously.
A motion was made by Norman LaPlante, seconded by Dr. Nadeau to set aside a maximum of five hundred dollars to take educational courses for advanced education for the Board’s secretary. The Motion Passed Unanimously. 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT: On behalf of the Board, Dr. Ebersole presented a plaque to Dr. Cameron for her outstanding service as President and Board member. Dr. Cameron’s last day will be March 15, 2014. 
SECRETARY’S REPORT: Update on the online renewal system. To date 58 licensees have renewed their license online.  Secretary suggested at its May meeting Judith Peters present an overview on the Boards duties for all new members.

ADJOURNED:  A motion was made by Norman LaPlante, seconded by Dr. Cote to adjourn the meeting at 11:33 a.m.
The motion passed unanimously. 
The next meeting will be held on May 9, 2014.   
Respectfully submitted,

Tina Carpentier
Secretary, Maine Board of Optometry
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