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MINUTES of MAY 11, 2012 
BOARD MEETING

CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by President Gerrard Rudmin, O.D. at 9:45 a.m. in the Kennebec Room at the Office of Professional and Occupational Regulation in Gardiner, Maine.  

Members present: Gerrard Rudmin, O.D., Scott Ferguson, O.D., Linda Cameron, O.D., Blaine Littlefield, O.D., David Heward, O.D., and Normand LaPlante, Public Member. 

Others present:  Tina Carpentier, Board Secretary, Judith M. Peters, Assistant Attorney General.

OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Action on Minutes of February 10, 2012 Meeting:  A motion was made by Norman LaPlante seconded by Dr. Blaine Littlefield to accept the minutes as written.  Motion passed unanimously 6-0.

Board Exam by appointment: Judith Peters, A.A.G., investigated the matter of the Secretary administering exams by appointment to accommodate Doctors and her findings indicated that there are no concerns that the Board or a member has to be present.  

The Board discussed having exams by appointment, and using the same application process as scheduled exams.  Secretary will administer the exams and inform the Board of all applicants who have applied and taken the exam.   A motion was made by Dr. David Heward, seconded by Dr. Blaine Littlefield that we will offer exams by appointment.  The motion passed unanimously 6-0.

Secretary will update the Maine Board of Optometry website and notify MOA with the changes.

Review exam questions: After the Board reviewed the exams questions, the consensus was to eliminate question number one on the true and false and to add to question number seven so it reflects “The Board of Optometry Law”.  


NEW BUSINESS: 

CPR approval for 1- 2 hours of D & T CE: The Board discussed maintaining one to two hours of D & T credit if the CPR class is approved by The Council on Optometric Practitioner Education (COPE). When a CPR class is not approved by COPE the optometrist will need to get prior approval from the Board’s Continuing Education Officer, Dr. Ferguson.

A motion was made by Dr. Cameron second by Dr. Heward for Optometrists to request prior approval for any CPR class that has not been approved by COPE.

Pending renewal application for Dr. James Thomkins, O.D. 3 hrs. CPR for CE:  
A motion was made by Dr. Heward, seconded by Norman LaPlante to renew Dr. Tompkins license with the understanding that the CE hour obtained in 2012 cannot be applied toward his continuing education hours when he renews his license in 2013.

The motion passed unanimously. 6-0


Pending renewal application for Dr. Marques Bostic, O.D. 23 hours of CE’s for 2012:
A motion was made by Dr. Cameron, seconded by Dr. Littlefield to renew Dr. Bostic license with the understanding that the CE hours obtained in 2012 cannot be applied toward his continuing education hours when he renews his license in 2013.  

The motion passed unanimously. 6-0

ABO Board certified symbol when advertising: The board members and Judy 
Peters, A.A.G. discussed the use of the ABO certified symbol, and agreed that 
there are no conflicts with the Board of Optometry law/rule when using the symbol 
for advertising.

OTHER BUSINESS: 

Release of medical records when payment is due MOA:  Optometrists cannot withhold medical information from a patient and medical records must be available from the optometrist for a period of not less than 10 years. Optometrist may charge a reasonable fee to the patient for copies of their records.

A letter will be drafted by the secretary.  Judy Peters, A.A.G. will review.

Revisit Minutes of August 5, 2011 (PD is not part of a prescription):  After discussing and reviewing the minutes of August 5th, the Board decided that the minutes reflect the action of the Board and will remain the same.

E-mail from Ben Nappi on requirements to report to the Motor Vehicle Dept. if a person's eye exam does not meet the criteria to drive: A motion was made by Dr. Ferguson, seconded by Norman LaPlante to table this question until the next board meeting in August for further research.  Secretary will research the Bureau of Motor Vehicles laws/rules for the next meeting.  Judy Peters, A.A.G. will check with other medical boards to see if this is a requirement.

AOA letter sale of cosmetic lenses without a prescription: The Board members discussed the letter from Sherry Cooper, Managing Director of AOA, regarding the sale of cosmetic lenses.  A decision was made by the board that no action will be taken and they elected not to respond to the letter.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  None

SECRETARY’S REPORT:  
LD 1816 transfer of $8,409.00 for other special revenue fund will happen in June 2012.
Total YTD revenue collected is $77, 563.00
216 Optometrist renewed their licenses for 2012

Tina will be working on developing a new website for the Board this summer. If you have any ideas or want to see more information on the website, please let Tina know.

The State’s changing the budget procedure to a zero based budget. The budget is due September 1, 2012. Tina is planning on having the budget completed before the August meeting.

ADJOURNED:  A motion was made by Dr. Rudmin, seconded by Dr. Cameron to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed unanimously 6-0.  The meeting was declared adjourned at 11:15 a.m.	

The next meeting will be held on August 10th.



Respectfully submitted,



Tina Carpentier
Secretary, Maine Board of Optometry



