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MINUTES OF MAY 9, 2014
BOARD MEETING
[bookmark: _GoBack]


CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by Dr. Ebersole, O.D. at 9:00 a.m. in the Kennebec Room at the offices of Professional and Occupational Regulation in Gardiner, Maine.  

Members present: Thomas Nadeau, O.D., Stephen Ebersole, O.D., Normand LaPlante, Public Member, Blaine Littlefield, O.D., and Paul Cote.

Others present: Tina Carpentier, Board Secretary, Judith M. Peters, Assistant Attorney General and two citizens.

OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Action on Minutes of May 9, 2014 Meeting:  A motion was made by Dr. Nadeau seconded by Dr. Littlefield  to accept the minutes as amended.
The motion passed unanimously.   5-0

Review revisions of draft document MBO Policy for CE’S: The Board reviewed the draft revision of the document MBO Policy for CE’S.
After presentation and discussion, a motion was made by Normand LaPlante seconded by Dr. Cote to accept the policy as amended. 
The motion passed unanimously. 5-0

Review website CE Credit Information: The Board discussed material to be updated on the Board’s website for continuing education information.  The secretary will add the CE credit information from the Maine Board of Optometry’s Laws/Rules to the site.

Review future revisions of Maine Optometry Laws:  Judith Peters, A.A.G. drafted revisions to the Maine Optometry Law for the Board’s review. 
Tabled to next Board Meeting on August 8, 2014.

Update on Health Security Act Liability Claim Report: Secretary asked for direction on how to handle these reports. Judith Peters, A.A.G. reported her findings.  After the Board discussed the liability claim report they agreed any future reports with violations will be treated as a complaint. 
A motion was made by Dr. Nadeau seconded by Dr. Cote to treat the reports as a complaint.
The motion passed unanimously.   5-0


NEW BUSINESS

Insufficient CE’s for 2014 Renewals:

Roxanne Metayer, O.D. submitted a letter to the board dated April 2, 2014 requesting the Board to approve 1 hour of continuing education she completed after the 2013 calendar year.

A motion was made by Dr. Cote seconded by Dr. Ebersole to renew Dr. Metayer’s license with the understanding that the CE hour obtained in 2014 cannot be applied toward her continuing education hours when she renews her license in 2015 and to clarify its policy toward license renewals. Secretary to draft letter. Judith Peters, A.A.G. will review letter.
The motion passed unanimously. 5-0

Jessica Philbrook, O.D. submitted a letter to the board dated February 10, 2014 requesting the Board to approve 1 hour of continuing education she completed after the 2013 calendar year. 

A motion was made by Dr. Nadeau seconded by Dr. Cote to renew Dr. Philbrook’s license with the understanding that the CE hour obtained in 2014 cannot be applied toward her continuing education hours when she renews her license in 2015 and to clarify its policy toward license renewals. 
Secretary to draft letter. Judith Peters, A.A.G. will review letter.
The motion passed unanimously. 5-0

Catherine Varnum, O.D. submitted an email to the board dated March 25, 2014 requesting the Board to approve 8 hours of continuing education hours she completed that did not qualify under the Maine Board of Optometry rules.

A motion was made by Dr. Cote seconded by Normand LaPlante to renew Dr. Varnum’s  license and to clarify its policy towards continuing education requirements. Secretary to draft letter. Judith Peters, A.A.G. will review letter.
The motion passed unanimously. 5-0

Sarah Gladstone, O.D. submitted an email to the board dated March 28, 2014 requesting the Board to approve 5 hours of continuing education she completed after the 2013 calendar year.

A motion was made by Dr. Nadeau seconded by Dr. Cote to renew Dr. Gladstone’s license with the understanding that the CE hours obtained in 2014 cannot be applied toward her continuing education hours when she renews her license in 2015 and to clarify its policy toward license renewals. Secretary to draft letter. Judith Peters, A.A.G. will review letter.
The motion passed unanimously. 5-0

George Taylor, Jr., O.D.  submitted a letter to the board dated March 10, 2014 requesting the Board to approve 2 hours of continuing education he completed after the 2013 calendar year.

A motion was made by Dr. Nadeau seconded by Dr. Cote to renew Dr. Taylor’s license with the understanding that the CE hours obtained in 2014 cannot be applied toward his continuing education hours when he renews his license in 2015 and to clarify its policy toward license renewals. Dr. Taylor will have 90 days to complete the 2 hours of continuing education. Secretary to draft letter. Judith Peters, A.A.G. will review letter.
The motion passed unanimously. 5-0

Michelle Bouchard, O.D. submitted a letter to the board dated February 26, 2014 requesting the Board to approve 1 hour of continuing education she completed after the 2013 calendar year.

A motion was made by Dr. Nadeau seconded by Normand LaPlante to renew Dr. Bouchard’s license with the understanding that the CE hours obtained in 2014 cannot be applied toward her continuing education hours when she renews her license in 2015 and to clarify its policy toward license renewals and do not contact individual Board members. Secretary to draft letter. Judith Peters, A.A.G. will review letter.
The motion passed unanimously. 5-0

Laura Martin, O.D. submitted a letter to the board dated April 24, 2014 requesting the Board to approve 1 hour of continuing education that did not qualify under the Maine Board of Optometry rules.

A motion was made by Dr. Nadeau seconded by Dr. Ebersole to renew Dr. Martin’s license and to clarify its policy towards continuing education requirements. Secretary to draft letter. Judith Peters, A.A.G. will review letter.
The motion passed unanimously. 5-0

Steven Bik, O.D.  submitted a letter dated April 21, 2014 requesting the Board to accept 10 hours of his continuing education that did not qualify under the Maine Board of Optometry rules.

A motion was made by Dr. Littlefield seconded by Dr. Cote to renew Dr. Bik’s license and to clarify its 
policy towards continuing education requirements. Secretary to draft letter. Judith Peters, A.A.G. will review letter.
The motion passed unanimously. 5-0

William Coppola, O.D. submitted an email to the board dated April 15, 2014 requesting the Board to approve 5 hours of his continuing education that did not qualify under the Maine Board of Optometry rules.

A motion was made by Normand LaPlante seconded by Dr. Cote to renew Dr. Coppola’s license and to clarify its policy towards continuing education requirements. Secretary to draft letter. Judith Peters, A.A.G. will review letter.
The motion passed unanimously. 5-0

Carol Farrar. O.D. submitted a letter to the board dated April 11, 2014 requesting the Board to approve 2 hours of continuing education she completed after the 2013 calendar year.

A motion was made by Dr. Nadeau seconded by Dr. Littlefield  to renew Dr. Farrar’s license with the understanding that the CE hours obtained in 2014 cannot be applied toward her continuing education hours when she renews her license in 2015, to clarify its policy toward license renewals, continuing education requirements and do not contact individual Board members. Secretary to draft letter. Judith Peters, A.A.G. will review letter.
The motion passed unanimously. 5-0

Joseph Gallagher, O.D. submitted a letter to the board dated April 11, 2014 requesting the Board to approve 3 hours of continuing education he completed after the 2013 calendar year.

A motion was made by Dr. Nadeau seconded by Dr. Cote to renew Dr. Gallagher’s license with the understanding that the CE hours obtained in 2014 cannot be applied toward his continuing education hours when he renews his license in 2015 and to clarify its policy toward continuing education requirements. Secretary to draft letter. Judith Peters, A.A.G. will review letter.
The motion passed unanimously. 5-0

Letter from Dr. Varnum, O.D., conflict with Maine Optometry Law question:  Dr. Varnum has been asked to consult for a medical specialty company and wants to make sure he does not have any conflict with the Maine Optometry Laws. The Board agreed that the description was too vague to make a decision.

A motion was made by Normand LaPlante seconded by Dr. Cote to send a letter to Dr. Varnum for more information. Dr. Nadeau and Judith Peters agreed to draft a letter.
The motion passed unanimously . 5-0

Letter from Dr. Taylor, Jr., O.D. Inject anesthetic needs to be applied before treatment:  Dr. Taylor Jr. asking the Board if he can inject lidocaine to treat patients for chronic trichiasis. 

A motion was made by Dr. Littlefield seconded by Dr. Ebersole to inform Dr. Taylor that the Board does not interpret 32 MRSA §2411 (1)(A)(C) to be within the scope of practice to inject lidocaine to treat patients for chronic trichiasis. Secretary to send letter and enclose the Board’s Laws.
The motion passed unanimously. 5-0


Email from Dr. Paradis, O.D. on two-year expiration date for prescriptions:  The Board reviewed an email dated March 5, 2014 from Dr. Paradis requesting recommendations on patients request that their glasses Rx be filled beyond the two-year expiration date and if patient education waivers are acceptable.  

A motion was made by Dr. Ebersole seconded by Dr. Cote to inform Dr. Paradis that prescriptions provided by another Health Care Provider cannot be altered, based on the standard of care. Secretary to send letter and enclose the Board’s Laws.
The motion passed unanimously . 5-0

OE Tracker Fees for submitting individual CE certificates for uploading:  ARBO sent out a memo to all Maine Optometrist and the Board of Optometry encouraging all CE providers to send CE attendance from their events to upload into OE Tracker and to pay an annual fee for optometrist of $20.00 or $45.00 for three years.  The Maine Board of Optometry is interested in paying for our licensees, at $15.00 per licensee annually.
 
A motion was made by Dr. Nadeau seconded by Dr. Littlefield for the Maine Board of Optometry to take care of the annual fee for all optometrists.  Secretary to draft a Newsletter with information and Dr. Ebersole to review.
The motion passed unanimously, 5-0

The Board took a Lunch Break 11:15am -11:45am


OTHER BUSINESS

The Board voted to give the CE officer the authority to approve CE submissions outside of the 30 day advance prior approval period (at his or her discretion) as long as the CE is within the renewal calendar year. 
 
A motion was made by Normand LaPlante seconded by Dr. Littlefield to give the CE officer the authority to approve CE’s outside of the 30 day advance period.  

The motion passed 4-1

Judith Peters, AAG gave an overview on Board Duties:
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT: None

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Update on the online renewal system. 213 licensees renewed online, 11 are pending ce reviews.  Total 224 for 2014

ADJOURNED:  A motion was made by Dr. Ebersole seconded by Normand LaPlante to adjourn the meeting at 2:00 p.m.
	
The motion passed 4-1

The next meeting will be held on August 8, 2014.   

Respectfully submitted,



Tina Carpentier
Secretary, Maine Board of Optometry


