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Maine Board of Optometry
113 State House Station
Augusta, Maine 04333


MINUTES OF February 6, 2015
BOARD MEETING



CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by Dr. Blaine Littlefield, O.D. at 9:05             a.m. in the Kennebec Room at the Office of Professional and Occupational Regulation in Gardiner, Maine.  

Members present: Normand LaPlante, Public Member, Blaine Littlefield, O.D., Dr. Thomas Nadeau, O.D. and Paul Cote, O.D.

Others present: Tina Carpentier, Board Secretary, Judith M. Peters, Assistant Attorney General                               

Absent: Dr. Stephen Ebersole, O.D., President 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Action on Minutes of November 14, 2014 Meeting:  A motion was made by Thomas Nadeau              seconded, by Normand LaPlante, to accept the minutes as written.
The motion passed unanimously.  

Review of Maine Optometry Laws:  At the Boards request, Judith Peters, A.A.G. drafted revisions to the organization of the statute of the Maine Optometry Law. The Board discussed and reviewed the statutes.  The Board agreed to table to next meeting for more discussion and investigation.
Judy will make available laws from other affiliated boards for the next meeting. 

NEW BUSINESS:

A motion was made by Dr. Thomas Nadeau, second by Normand LaPlante to send the President and Secretary to the 2015 Annual ARBO meeting in Seattle, WA on June 21-23, 2015.  The secretary will prepare forms and present the travel request to Anne Head, Commissioner. 

The motion passed 4-0. 











Dr. Cote – MOA recording CE’s with ARBO: Dr. Cote talked with Joanne Gagne at the Maine Optometric Association about using the NONCOPE attendance sheet to record continuing education courses.  Joanne will discuss this with the Board members at their next meeting.   Dr. Cote and secretary would like to have a conference call with Joanne after this has been discussed with the MOA.   Secretary will contact ARBO for more options on recording NONCOPE CE’s. 

Normand LaPlante – Governor’s office – Board Member: Normand LaPlante visited the Office of the Governor to see why we have not been appointed a new Board member.  We have been without a six member on the Board as of 3/15/2014.  Normand LaPlante will visit the Governor’s office again for an up in a couple of weeks and report back his findings at the next Board meeting.

OTHER BUSINESS:

Complaint 2014-OPT-10531:   After presentation and discussion, a motion was made by Normand LaPlante seconded by Dr. Paul Cote to dismiss the complaint on the ground of no violation of the Maine Optometry Laws or Rules.

The motion passed  3 - 1 recused (Dr. Littlefield)

Complaint 2014-OPT-10719:  After presentation and discussion, a motion was made by Dr. Thomas Nadeau, seconded by Dr. Paul Cote to dismiss the complaint on the ground of no violation of the Maine Optometry Laws or Rules.

The motion passed 3 - 1 recused (Dr. Littlefield)


EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Pursuant to 1 MRSA, Chapter 13, section 405 (Executive Sessions), paragraph 6(A), I Dr. Thomas Nadeau, Make the motion that the Maine Board of Optometry go into Executive Session at 11:25 a.m. for the purpose of reviewing Performance Management form for the Board Secretary.

The motion passes unanimously 4-0

A motion was make by Normand LaPlante, seconded by Dr. Blaine Littlefield to end the Executive session at 11:40 a.m.  

The motion passed unanimously. 4-0

A motion was made by Dr. Thomas Nadeau, seconded by Dr. Paul Cote to recommend a merit increase and increase hours to be considered full time for the Board’s secretary.  

The motion passed unanimously 4-0







PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  None


SECRETARY’S REPORT:  None 

ADJOURNED:  A motion was made by Normand LaPlante, seconded by Dr. Paul Cote to adjourn the meeting at 11:48 am.	
The motion passed. 4-0

The next meeting will be held on May 1, 2015.   


Respectfully submitted,



Tina Carpentier
Secretary, Maine Board of Optometry

