
   BOARD OF ACCOUNTANCY 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
 

Meeting Date:   September 23, 2014 
Meeting Location: Central Conference Room, Gardiner, Maine  
Time Meeting Began:  8:05 a.m. 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS: 

 
Chairman Tracy Harding called the meeting to order.    
 
The following members were present:  
 
Tracy Harding 
Carl Chatto  
Michael Nickerson  
Geoffrey Gattis 
 
The following member was absent: 
 
Brian Perkins 
 
The following staff was present: Catherine Carroll, Board Administrator 

Michelle Lovering, Board Clerk 
 
AAG Present:  Robert Perkins 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

 
This has been tabled until the January 2015 meeting. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

A. Action on Board Minutes of the July 22, 2014 Meeting 
 
 A motion was made to accept the minutes. 

 
Motion: Michael Nickerson           
Second:  Geoffrey Gattis 
Vote: Unanimous. 

 
CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION (CPE) 
 

A. Update on Audit for the October 1, 2012 through September 30, 2013 License Cycle 
 

Consent agreements were sent to licensees that were identified as not completing the required CPEs for 
the licensing cycle.  These consent agreements required the completion of CPEs and payment of a penalty 
no later than 12/31/14.   
 



2014-ACC-10338  The licensee requested that the terms and conditions of the consent agreement 
be less servere because she did sit through a qualifying course, it just did not have the right number of 
credits.   
 
A motion was made to replace the Consent Agreement with a Letter of Guidance (LOG) that would require 
completion of 1 CPE credit or 50 minutes of ethics.  The LOG would remain in the licensee’s file for three 
(3) years from the date of issuance. 
 
Motion:   Geoffrey Gattis 
Second:   Michael Nickerson 
Vote: Unanimous 

 

2014-ACC-10339 The licensee believed that the facts presented in the consent agreement 
regarding the completion of CPEs were misleading and that the penalty was severe.  
 
A motion was made to send a Letter of Guidance (LOG) to remain in the licensee’s file for three (3) years 
and to replace the consent agreement with one that specifically states that the licensee completed the 
required CPEs with the exception of 1 CPE credit or 50 minutes of ethics and eliminate the penalty. 

 
Motion:  Carl Chatto 
Second: Geoffrey Gattis 
Vote:  Unanimous 

 
             CP 3206 The licensee expressed that she no longer uses her license and that she would surrender 

her license.  The Board, however, found that the licensee appeared to have completed the necessary 40 
hours CPE within the license cycle with the exception of 1 CPE credit or 50 minutes of ethics.  The Board 
staff will notify the licensee that she may prefer completing or showing proof of completion of the 1 CPE 
credit or 50 minutes of ethic as an alternative to surrendering the license.   

 
             2014-ACC-10345 The licensee stated on the license renewal application that he had completed the 

CPE requirements when in fact he had not.  The Board directed staff to offer a consent agreement to the 
licensee with a $1500 penalty and proof of completion of CPEs.  Additionally, the licensee is to not apply 
any of the CPEs completed since October 1, 2013 for the October 1, 2013 through September 30, 2014 
license cycle.  Board member, Tracy Harding, recused himself from this discussion.  The other Board 
members engaged in the discussion did not make a motion or vote in this matter. 

 
B. Requests for Extension To Complete CPEs for the October 1, 2013 through September 30, 2014 

License Cycle 
 
CP 3708  The licensee’s request for an extension to complete the necessary CPEs by  
December 31, 2014 was denied by the Board.  The licensee is to complete the necessary CPEs no 
later than September 30, 2014 or his license will expire.  The Board did not make a motion or vote in 
this matter. 

 
CP1529  The licensee’s request for an extension to complete the necessary CPEs by  
December 31, 2014 was granted by the Board.  The Board did not make a motion or vote in this matter. 
 
 
 

 



  CP 2902 The licensee’s request for an extension to complete the necessary CPEs by  
  December 31, 2014 was denied by the Board.  The licensee is to complete the necessary CPEs no later 

than September 30, 2014 or his license will expire.  The Board did not make a motion or vote in this matter. 
 

 CP 833  The licensee’s request for an extension to complete the necessary CPEs by 
December 31, 2014 was  approved.  The Board stated that it is unlikely that future requests will be 
granted due to the fact that the licensee has repeatedly requested extensions.  The Board did not 
make a motion or vote in this matter. 

 
 CP1623       The licensee’s request for an extension to complete the necessary CPEs by 

December 31, 2014 was denied by the Board.  The Board directed staff to preliminarily deny the 
renewal application, and offer a consent agreement with a $100 penalty. Board member, Carl 
Chatto, recused himself from this discussion.  The other Board members engaged in the 
discussion did not make a motion or vote in this matter. 
 
CP 2053 The licensee’s request for an extension to complete the necessary CPEs by 
December 31, 2014 was denied by the Board. The Board directed staff to preliminarily deny the 
renewal application, and offer a consent agreement with a $100 penalty. Board member, Tracy 
Harding, recused himself from this discussion.  The other Board members engaged in the 
discussion did not make a motion or vote in this matter. 

 
C. Request for Waiver 
 

  CP 309  The licensee requested a waiver for having to complete the 40 hours of  CPEs 
requirements because he is not practicing and resides out-of-state.  The licensee is also 
requesting that his license remain “active”.The Board decided to not grant the request due to a 
concern about the potential precedence this would set since the Board does not currently have a 
“inactive” license status for those wishing to maintain a license without needing to complete CPEs .  
The Board believes, however, that their rules may want to include an “inactive” license status to 
better suit licensees retired from the practice of accounting.  
 

APPEAL OF PRELIMINARY LICENSE DENIAL – 2014-ACC-10310 
 

Board Chairman, Tracy Harding, opened the hearing. Board members participating and voting: Tracy Harding, 
Chairman; Carl Chatto, Geoffrey Gattis, and Michael Nickerson. The Board was represented by Assistant Attorney 
General, Robert Perkins.  The licensee, William Korth, was present and was not represented by counsel. 
 
The hearing was held to determine whether Mr. Korth has demonstrated that he meets the experience 
requirements as set forth under 32 M.R.S.§12228(10) and Board Rules, Chapter 5, §4. 
 
Following opening statements, testimony of witnesses, admission of exhibits, and closing arguments the 
evidentiary portion of the hearing concluded and the Board begain its deliberations. 
 
At the conclusion of Board deliberations, a motion was made to approve Mr. Korth’s application for a 
license and overturn the preliminary denial. 
 
Motion:   Geoffrey Gattis 
Second:   Michael Nickerson 
Opposed: Carl Chatto and Tracy Harding 
Motion Failed 



Mr. Korth’s application for licensure dated April 14, 2014 is denied.  A decision and order will be prepared 
for the Board’s consideration at their next meeting.  
 
COMPLAINT UPDATES 
 

A. 2014-ACC-9793 and 2010-ACC-6571  
 
A motion was made to refer these cases to hearing, and to preliminarily deny her renewal application dated 
for December of 2013. 
 
Motion:  Geoffrey Gattis 
Second: Carl Chatto 
Vote:  Unanimous 

 
B. 2014-ACC-7971 
 

The office has received the signed consent agreement.  The website is still up and running, but 
there is no CPA representation on the website. 

 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT AND OTHER BUSINESS 

 
Catherine is coordinating with NASBA’s examination services to create language in the uniform examination 
application that emphasizes the requirement for eligible applicants for licensure must provide a U.S. Social Security 
Administration issued social security number at the time of application. 
 
Update on Peer Review Matters 
 
Due to time constraints, this has been tabled to the January 2015 meeting. 
 
Interpretation of 32 M.R.S. §12280 
 
Due to time constraints, this has been tabled to the November 18, 2014 meeting. 
 
Discussion on Reponses to this quarter’s NASBA’s Regional Director’s Focus Questions 
 
Tracy Harding and Catherine Carroll will discuss. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
The meeting adjourned at 4:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

Michelle Lovering 

Board Clerk 


