
 

 

September 29, 2020 
 
 
Dear Superintendent Cioppa: 
 
In response to the Bureau’s request for comments on Clear Choice Plans and their ultimate 
design, I offer these recommendations on behalf of Community Health Options.  In general 
Community Health Options believes that only allowing three non-Clear Choice plans is 
detrimental to Maine consumers and the Maine health insurance marketplace.  We understand 
that the intent of Clear Choice is to assist consumers, make distinctive coverage options plain to 
consumers, and support meaningful consumer engagement.  We believe that those objectives can 
still be met while not abandoning all of the variation that has been created in response to market 
demand over the years.  We are also concerned that we retain some critical distinctions among 
plan designs that are currently available such as inclusion of pediatric dental, HSA-compatible 
plans, and network differentiation.    Our specific recommendations are as follows: 
 

• Limiting the number of non-Clear Choice Plans may prove to ultimately limit the 
availability of affordable healthcare plans that include pediatric dental or that are HSA 
compliant.  We believe that any mirror plan of a Clear Choice Plan, with no difference 
except that of offering pediatric dental benefit or is a plan that is HSA compliant, should 
not count towards the quota of alternative plans.    

 
• There are fundamentally different types of provider networks in the state and across all 

carriers (PPO, POS, HMO).  Recognizing these varied networks Community Health 
Options believes it would be appropriate to allow multiple alternative non-Clear Choice 
Plans for each network type offered by a carrier.   

 
• We further recommend that there should not be a Clear Choice plan design for 

catastrophic plans to ensure consistent and low-cost pricing of catastrophic plans.  If the 
Bureau decides to implement a catastrophic Clear Choice Plan, then we recommend that 
any alternative catastrophic plans not count towards the quota of alternative plans.  



 

 

• With respect to SHOP we do not believe there should be any limit on the number of 
SHOP-only offered plans and any alternative SHOP only plans should not be counted 
towards the quota of alternative plans.  

 
We appreciate the Bureau’s consideration of our comments on Clear Choice Plans and their 
ultimate design.   
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Kevin Lewis 
President & CEO 
 
 
cc:   Joanne Rawlings-Sekunda 

Marti Hooper 


