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§113. Library districts 
The Maine Library Commission shall divide the State into as many districts as the commission determines are required and shall establish or modify the geographical boundaries of each district. [1989, c. 700, Pt. B, §29 (RPR).]

§114. District council 
Each library district shall have an advisory council which shall be known as the district council. [1973, c. 626, §6 (NEW).]
1. Membership.  The governing board of each library which has agreed to participate in the district system shall appoint a representative to the district council. The district council shall elect an executive board composed of 9 members and shall distribute this membership among librarians, trustees and lay members. The district executive board shall elect from its number the appropriate officers as needed. The district council shall meet at least twice a year. 
[ 1977, c. 125, §3 (RPR) .] 
2. Duties.  The district council shall: 
A. Serve as an advisory body for the districts. [1981, c. 464, §30 (RPR).]
B. Develop and evaluate a program of services in the district which will encourage cooperative activity among all types of libraries and media centers; [1973, c. 626, §6 (NEW).]
C. Provide liaison among the municipalities in the district; [1973, c. 626, §6 (NEW).]
D. Make recommendations to the Maine Library Commission which would in turn make recommendations to the commissioner regarding programs and services which would help to make libraries and media centers in the district accessible to all; [1973, c. 626, §6 (NEW).]
E. Assist in the development of a comprehensive district plan; and [1977, c. 125, §4 (AMD).]
F. Advise on the selection of an area reference and resource center and a research center for the district. [1973, c. 626, §6 (NEW).]

§115. Area reference and resource centers 
Each district shall be affiliated with an area reference and resource center which shall be designated by the Maine Library Commission. [1989, c. 700, Pt. B, §30 (AMD).]
1. Duties.  The area reference and resource center may: 
A. Provide a common borrower's card for member libraries; [1973, c. 626, §6 (NEW).]
B. Participate with the district consultant in planning and conducting workshops on community-library planning; [1973, c. 626, §6 (NEW).]
C. Provide office space and support services to the extent able to the district consultant; [1973, c. 626, §6 (NEW).]
D. Join with the district council in assigning priorities to implement the district plan; and [1989, c. 700, Pt. B, §31 (AMD).]
E. Such other cooperative activities and services as member libraries may need or require. [1973, c. 626, §6 (NEW).]

§116. Research centers 
Research centers may be designated by the State Librarian with the advice of the Maine Library Commission. [2013, c. 82, §9 (AMD).]
1. Duties.  The research center shall: 
A. Provide for advanced research needs; [1973, c. 626, §6 (NEW).]
B. Act as a back-up collection for the specialized reference needs of the reference and resource centers; [1973, c. 626, §6 (NEW).]
C. Provide such other cooperative activities and services as member libraries may need or require. [1973, c. 626, §6 (NEW).] [ 1973, c. 626, §6 (NEW) .] 

§117. District consultants 
The State Librarian, with the advice of the district council, shall appoint a staff member, or contract with an area reference and resource center, to provide district consultant services to one or more districts. [2013, c. 82, §10 (AMD).]
1. Duties.  The district consultant shall serve as secretary of the district council and further shall: 
A. Serve as a professional consultant to libraries within the district or districts; [1973, c. 626, §6 (NEW).]
B. Study the needs of the district and make recommendations to the district council; [1973, c. 626, §6 (NEW).]
C. Coordinate services among libraries of all types; [1973, c. 626, §6 (NEW).]
D. Provide liaison between the district, other districts and the Maine State Library; [1981, c. 464, §32 (AMD).]
E. Encourage local initiative and commitment to regional cooperative library service; [1973, c. 626, §6 (NEW).]
F. Work with area reference and resource center staff members in planning area reference and interlibrary loan service; and [1981, c. 464, §33 (RPR).]
G. Help evolve a district plan of service. [1977, c. 125, §6 (RPR).]

§118. School libraries and media center 
Any school library or media center in a community with no public library service, or serving communities with no public libraries, which agrees to offer service as a public library, is entitled to all the benefits accruing to a public library with the approval of the State Librarian. [1989, c. 700, Pt. B, §32 (AMD).]

§119. Distribution of appropriations 
The State Librarian is authorized to apportion funds appropriated by the Legislature for the support of regional library systems. [2013, c. 82, §11 (AMD).]
