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March 13, 2007
Honorable Philip Bartlett, Senate Chair

Honorable Lawrence Bliss, House Chair

Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy

Augusta, Maine 04333


Re:
LD 765, Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of 

ConnectME Authority, Chapter 101, a Major Substantive Rule of the Governor’s Office
Dear Senator Bartlett and Representative Bliss:

The Commission takes a position neither for nor against LD 765, Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of ConnectME Authority, Chapter 101, a Major Substantive Rule of the Governor’s Office.  


The ConnectME Authority was created last year to stimulate investment in Advanced Communications Technology infrastructure to increase broadband and wireless services in Maine communities, especially rural communities.  The applicable statute, which is codified at 35-A M.R.S.A. sections 9201-9215, directs the ConnectME Authority to provisionally adopt a major substantive rule to implement various aspects of the new law.  By Order issued on December 28, 2006, the ConnectME Authority provisionally adopted Chapter 101, which describes the operation of the ConnectME Authority.  LD 765 provides the vehicle for this Committee to review Chapter 101.  


The Commission participated in the stakeholder group process that led to the creation of the ConnectME Authority and has played a supporting role in the ConnectME Authority since its inception.  Chairman Adams is one of the members of the ConnectME Authority and Commission staff assisted in the development of Chapter 101.  The Commission believes that Chapter 101 complies with the provisions of sections 9201-9215 and reasonably implements the requirements of that law. 

The Commission will endeavor to answer any questions the Committee may have about LD 765 and looks forward to working with the Committee on this bill.







Sincerely,








Chris Simpson








Legislative Liaison

cc:
Members of the Utilities and Energy Committee


Lucia Nixon, Legislative Analyst
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