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March 27, 2007

Honorable John L. Martin, Senate Chair

Honorable Theodore S. Koffman, House Chair

Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources

Augusta, Maine 04333

Re:
LD 1234, An Act To Require Clear Warnings on Light Bulbs Containing Mercury
Dear Senator Martin and Representative Koffman:


The Public Utilities Commission (Commission) offers the following written testimony neither for nor against LD 1234, An Act To Require Clear Warnings on Light Bulbs Containing Mercury.  As written, LD 1234 would add light bulbs to the list of mercury-added products that is codified at 38 M.R.S.A. subsection 1661 (1).
The Commission understands that Representative Makas intends to propose an amendment to LD 1234 that would replace the bill with a Resolve directing the Department of Environment Protection (DEP) and the Commission to develop a program that supports recycling of fluorescent lamps.  The Commission supports this Resolve.  
The Commission is responsible for the implementation of several energy efficiency programs under the brand “Efficiency Maine.”  One of the more successful programs is the residential lighting program, which promotes the sale and use of energy efficient compact fluorescent light (CFL) bulbs.  To date, this program has been responsible for the sale of over 1 million CFLs, which will save Maine consumers more than $27 million in their energy bills.


Consumer use of CFLs also reduces the amount of mercury and other pollutants that would otherwise be emitted by power plants to power less efficient products.  Together, the CFLs sold through the Efficiency Maine lighting program will reduce the amount of mercury released into the atmosphere by 11.6 pounds according to our estimates.  Those same CFLs contain 6.7 pounds of mercury so on balance they cut mercury pollution nearly in half.  The more efficient lighting will also avoid the emission of 200,000 tons of CO2, a global warming gas; 300 tons of sulfur dioxide, a cause of acid rain; and 123 tons of nitrogen oxides, a cause of ozone.

The Commission supports the continued development of a stronger recycling program for CFLs to compliment the Efficiency Maine consumer lighting program.   The development of a better program will reassure consumers that use of these products is environmentally sound resulting in further reductions in the amount of mercury in our environment.  For these reasons, we support this Resolve and look forward to working with the DEP to develop an improved recycling program for fluorescent lighting products.

The Commission will be happy to respond to questions that the Committee may have about LD 1234.  







Sincerely,








Chris Simpson







Legislative Liaison 

Public Utilities Commission   

cc:
Members of the Joint Standing on Natural Resources


Members of the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy

Susan Johannesman, OPLA

Lucia Nixon, OPLA
