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MEMORANDUM

TO: Staff

FROM: Patricia E Ryan, Executive Directo
Maine Human Rights Commission

SUBJECT: WHEN INVESTIGATOR’S REPORTS BECOME PUBLIC
DOCUMENTS

The Maine Human Rights Act, 5 M.R.S.A. §4612(1)(B), reads in part:

“...The complaint and evidence... shall become a matter of public record at
the conclusion of the investigation of the complaint prior to a determination by the
Commission. An investigation is concluded upon issuance of a letter of dismissal
or upon listing of the complaint on a published commission meeting agenda,

whichever comes first....”

| think the word “published” is the significant descriptor of that point in the
process when we should release Reports. Therefore, effective now, the
Commission will not release Investigator's Reports until the Agenda on which the

case is listed is released.

| know that parties sometimes release Reports they have received to the press
prior to the publication of the agenda. If you receive inquiries, please cite the

above, or refer calls to me.
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