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August 26, 2018 
 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao, Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Chao, 
 
We are writing in strong support of the Maine Department of Transportation’s Consolidated Rail 
Infrastructure and Safety Improvements (CRISI) grant application, entitled Pan Am Railways 
Mainline Upgrades and Rail Crossing Safety Improvements. This project will fund rail 
infrastructure upgrades and rail crossing safety improvements along an approximately 80-mile 
stretch of the Pan Am Railways mainline in rural central and southern Maine.  
 
The project will bring the rail line into a state of good repair and update the at-grade highway/rail 
crossings to modern industry standards. It will upgrade track and track signal systems as well as 
modernize more than forty at-grade highway/rail crossings in the corridor.  The crossing safety 
appliances use older safety technology that dates back a minimum of thirty years with some 
more than fifty years old.  This project will have the benefit of adding efficiency to rail freight 
and intermodal transportation in these regions along with the multiple safety benefits.  
 
The project will also contribute to the economic well-being of Maine and the region. It will 
connect rural Maine communities that have seen a decline in employment opportunities over 
recent years. A variety of industries are now showing an interest in returning to and growing in 
and around these areas.  Forest product manufacturers in Maine are focusing on new products 
that are in demand in the new global economy, and are once again becoming competitive and 
experiencing growth. A strong paper industry is welcomed here and will benefit greatly from 
having reliable and safe rail service connecting the mills and other manufacturers in Maine to the 
rest of the country and to destinations for export. Without reliable rail infrastructure, Maine 
industries are at a competitive disadvantage due to transportation costs.  The state of Maine, and 
particularly this area, will not be able to thrive without assistance in completing the capital 
improvements needed along the rail line.  
 
Therefore, we strongly support the full funding of this application.  
 
Sincerely, 

                                                             
Garrett Mason                                                                           Shenna Bellows  
Senate Majority Leader                                                              State Senator 
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Eric Brakey                                                                               Catherine Breen  
State Senator                                                                             State Senator 

                                                                  
Roger Katz                                                                                Thomas Saviello 
State Senator                                                                             State Senator 

                                                                 
Ellie Espling                                                                            Jared Golden                                                                              
Assistant House Republican Leader                                        Assistant Majority Leader                                                          

                                            
Sue Austin                                                                               Roger Fuller 
State Representative                                                                State Representative 
 

 
Michael Perkins 
State Representative                                                                 
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