
CONSTITUTION OF MAINE 
1820 

.-
WE the people of Maine, in order to establish justice, ensure Preamble. 

tranquillity, provide for our mutual defence, promote our 
common welfare, and secure to ourselves and our posterity the 
blessings of Liberty, acknowledging with grateful hearts the 
goodness of the Sovereign Ruler of the Universe in aflording 
us an opportunity, so favorable to the design; and, imploring 
his aid and direction in its accomplishment, do agree to form 
ourselves into a free and independent State, by the style and 
title of the State of lVlaine, and do ordain and establish the 
following Constitution for the government of the same. 

ARTICLE I. 

DECLARATION OF RIGHTS. 

SECT. 1. All men are born equally free and independent, 
and have certain natural, inherent and unalienable Rights, Natural rijrbts, 

among which are those of enjoying and defending life and 
liberty, acquiring, possessing and protecting property, and of 
pursuing and obtaining safety and happiness. , 

SECT, 2. All power is inherent in the people; all free All powerinlie 
.C' dd' h' h' d" d.C' entm the pee governments are loun e In t ell' aut ority an InstItute lor pIe. 

their benefit; they have therefore an unalienable and indefea-
sible right to institute government, and to alter, reform, or 
totally change the same, when their safety and happiness 
re~~~ I 

SECT. 3 .. All men have a natural and unalienable right to FreedomofwOJ 

worship Almighty· God according to the dictates of their own ship. 

consciences,. and no one shall be hurt, molested or restrained 
. in his person, liberty or estate, for worshipping God in the 
mann'er and season most agreeable to the dictates of his own 
conscience, nor for his religious professions or sentiments, 
provided he does not disturb the public peace, nor obstruct 
others in their religious worship ;-and all personsdemeaning'All religioU$ 

themselves peaceably, as good members of the State, shall be sects equal. 
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equally under the protection of the laws, and no subordination 
nor preference of anyone sect or denomination to another shall 

Reli~i~us tests ever be established by law, nor shall any religious test be 
prohlblted. , I' fi '.r. ffi' - • -reqUIred as a qua 11 catIOn lor any 0 ce or trust, under thIS 

State; and all religious societies in this State, whether ir,H.:or
porate or unincorporate, shall at all times have the exclusive 
right of electing their public teachers, and contracting with 
them for their support and maintenance, 

Freedom of SECT, 4. Every citizen may freely- speak write and 
speech and pub-, ' 
lication. publish his sentllnents 011 any subject, being responsible for 

the abuse of this liberty; no laws shall be passed regulating 
or restraining the freedom of the press; and in prosecutions 
for any publication respecting the official conduct of men in 
public capacity, or the qualifications of those who are candi
dates for the suffrages of the people, or wher~ the matter 

'Truth ~ay .be published is proper for public information, the truth thereof gIven 111 eVl- . 
dence.- may be given in evidence, and in all indictments for libels the 

Unreasonable 
searches. 

Jury, after having received the direction of the Court, shall 
have a right to determine, at their discretion, the law and the 
fact. 

SECT. 5. The people shall be secure in their persons, 
houses, papers and possessions from unreasonable searches and 
seizures; and no warrant to :;;earch any place, or seize any 
person or thing, shall issue without a special designation of 
the place to be searched, and the person or thing to be seized, 
nor without probable cause-supported by oath or affirmation. 

Rights of per S 6 I 11 ,. I . h d h 11 
SOilS accused. - ECT.. n a Cl'lmma prosecutIOns, t e accuse s a 

have a right to be heard by himself and his counsel, or either, 
at his election; 

To demand the nature and cause of the accusation, and 
have a (f,opy thereof; 

To be confronted by the witnesses against bim; 
To have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his 

favor; 
To have a speedy, public and impartial trial, and, except in 

trials by martial law or impeachment, by a Jury of the vicinity. 
He shall not be compelled to furnish or give evid.ence against 
himself, nor be deprived of his life, liberty, property or 
privileges, but by judgment of his peers or the law of the 
land. . 

l~() person to !In- SECT. 7. No person shall be held to answer for a capital 
Fwer to a capItal • f: • I . d' f 
crime &c. but on or In 'amous crime, un ess on a presentment or H1 lctment 0 a 
indictment. 

Exceptions. 

Juries. 

grand jury, except in cases of impeachment, or in such cases of 
offences, as are usually cognizable by a justice of the peace, 
or in cases arising in the army or navy, or in the militia when 
in actual service in time of war or public danger. The 
Legislature shall provide by law a suitable and impartial mode 
of selecting juries, and their usual number and unanimity, ill 
indictments and convictions, shall be held indispensable. 
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SECT. 8. No perSall for the same' offel1c§~ shaH be twice ~otto<be put.in 
• > '. Jeopardy tWice 

put injeopardy ofllie or limb. for one crime. 

SECT 9 Sa'~o'uinarv laws shan not be passed: alllJ€nalties Sanguin~lll'laws •• Un • J <J . , • &c. prohibited. 
and punishments shall be proportioned to the offence: exceSSIVe 
bail shall not be' required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor 
cruel nor unusual punishments inflicted. 

SECT. 10. All persons, before conviction, shall be bailable, All pers?ns al • 
. 1 ft' 1 h f' 'I I lowedbrul. except for capIta 0 ences, wnere t e proo IS ev!c ent or tIe 

presumption great. And the privn~ge of the writ of Habeas 
C0,1jJtts shaH not he suspended, unless when in cases of rebellion 
or invasion the public safety may require it. . . 

SECT. 11. The Legislature shaH pass no bill o(attainder, :~~l~c~~r~~~~: 
ex post facto law, no;:' law impai.!'ing the obligation of contracts, ed. 

and no attainder shall work corruption of blood nor forfeiture 
of estate. -

SECT. 12. Treason against this State shall consist only in Treason defined. 

levying war against it, adhering to its enemies, giving them 
aid and comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason 
unless on the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act, 
or confession in open court. 

SECT. 13. The laws shall llotbe suspended but by the Suspension of 

L '1 . I" laws. _ egIs ature or Its auLlol'lty. , 
SECT. 14. No person shaH be subject to corporal punish- ~01·pora~ PUll-

d '}'] lId' h Ishment under ment un er, mlltary aw, except sue 1 as are emp oye 111 t e military law. 

army or navy, or in the militia when in actual service in time 
of war or public danger. , 

SECT. 15. The people have a right at all times in an ~ight to peti

orderly and peaceable manner to assemble to consult upon the bon, 

common good, to give instructions to their representatives, and 
to request, of either departrnent of the government by petition 
or remonstrance, redress of their wrongs and grievances. . 

SECT. 16. Every citizen .has a rig· ht to keep' and bear To keep an(( 
. , bear arms. 

arms for the common defence; and tlns right shall never be . 
questioned. 

SECT. 17. No standing army shall be kept up in time of Standing armies 
. h h f h L . 1 d'h '1' not to be l,ept; peace WIt out t e consent 0 t e· egIS ature, an t e mI ltary 

shall, in all cases, and at all times, be in strict subordination 
to the civil power., 

SECT. 18. No soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered Nor soldiers to 
. . h . h h f h be quartered on 
111 any ouse WIt out t e consent 0 t e owner or occupant, c!tizens, but in 

1101' in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law. tIme of war. 

SECT. 19. Every person, for an h'tiury done him in his Rig!tt.of.redress 
, .. . h II h d for lIlJurles, person, reputatIOn, property or ImmumtIes, s a ave reme y 

by due course oflaw; and right and justice shall be adminis-
tered freely and without sale, completely and without denial, 
promptly and without delay. ' 

SECT. 20. In all civil suits, and in all controversies Trial by jury .. 

cOl1c€r,ning property, the parties shall have a right to a trial 
B 
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by jury, except in cases where it has heretofore been otherwise 
practised: the party claiming the right may be heard by 
himself and his counsel, or either, at his election. 

Private proper- SECT. 21. Private property shall not be taken for public 
ty not to be tak- • h . . 1 h bI'· . 
en without com- uses WIt outJust compensatIOn; nor un ess t· e pu Ie eXlgell-
pemation. cies require it. 
Taxes. SECT. 22. No tax or duty shaH be imposed without. the 

consent of· the people or of their Representatives in the 
Legislature. . . 

Titles ofnohility SE,CT. 23. No tide of nobility or hereditary distinction, 
!?l'ohibited. privilege, honor or emolument, shall ever be granted or 

confirmed, nor shall any office be created, the appointment to 
which shall be for a longer time than during good behavior. 

Other rights not SECT. 24. The enumeration of certain rights shall not 
tit be impaired. impair nor deny others retained by the people. 

ARTICLE II. 

ELECTORS. 

Qualification' of SE'CT. 1. Every male citizen of the United States of the-
131ectors. 

age of twenty-one years and upwards, excepting. paupers~ 
persons under gllardian$hip, and Indial],s not taxed, having 
his residence established in this State for the term of three 
months next preceding any election, shall be an elector for 
Governor, Senators and RepreseHtatives, in the town or 
plantation where his residence is so established; and the 

Soldie!sandsea- elections shaH be by written ballot But persons in the military men In the U. •. '-
States service. navaI or marine service of the United States, or this State, 

shall not be considered as having obtained such established 
residence by being stationed in any garrison, barrack or 
military prace,. in any town or plantation; nor shall the 

Students at col- residence of' a student at any seminary of learning entitle him 
leges or acade- h· . I f Jr.' l' h ... 
mies. to t e rIg It 0 sUllrage 111 the town orp autatIOn. w~ ere sUCu 

seminary- is established. 
JElectors exempt SECT. 2. Electors shall, in all cases, except treason, felony 
from arrest on b I f h b"l d fi t. d days ofelectior, or reac lot e peace, e prlvl ege rom arrest OIl tue ays 

of election, during their attendance at, going to, and returning 
therefrom. 

And from rolii- SECT. 3. No elector shall be obliged to do duty in the 
tary duty. militia 911 any day of election, except in time of war or public 

dangey. . . 
Time of Glee. SECT. 4. The election of Governor, Senators and Repre-
tillHS. sentatives, shall be on the second Monday of September 

. annually forever. 



ijONST1TUTION OF MAINE. 

ARTICLE III. 

DISTRIBUTION OF PO"\VERS. 

SECT. 1. The powers of this Govermnent shall be divided Powers distrilf;. 

into thre~ distinct Departments, the Legislative, Exec'lttive and uted, 

Ju(licial. 
SECT. 2. No person or persons, belonging to one of these And to be kept 

1 -1 . f h ] separate. Departments, s ml exerCIse any 0 t e powers propel' y 
belonging to either of the others, except in the cases herein 
expressly directed or permitted. 

ARTICLE IV.-PART FIRST. 

LEGISLATIVE PUWER-HOUSE OF REPRESEN
TATIVES. 

SECT. 1. The Legislative power shall be vested in two Legislativepa~~ 
distinct branches, a House of Representatives, and a Senate, Ill'. 
each to have a negative on the other, and both to be stiled the 
Legislature of JJ!laine, and the style of their Acts and Laws, Style. 

shall be, " Be it enacted by the Senate and I-Iouse of Repre-
sentatives in Legislature assembled." 

SECT. 2. The House of Representatives shall consist of not House.of l'epre, 
1 ., . .. sentatlves elect ... 
ess than one hunnred nor more than two hundred members, Oed annually; te> 

, b lIb 1 loti d 1 l' C 1 consist of not less to e e ectec y t Ie qua 1 e, e ectors lor one year Irom t Ie than 100 nOl' 

day next preceding the annual meeting of the Legislature. more than 200. 

'The Legislature, which shall nrst be convened under this To be apportion

Constitution, shall, on or before the fifteenth day of August in ed oncte1in ttel1l. years a ellS. 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty 
one, and the Legislature, within every subsequent period of at 
most ten years and at least five, cause the number of the 
inhabitants of the State to be ascertained, exclusive offoreigners 
not naturalized, and Indians not taxed. The number of 
Representatives shal}, at the several periods of making such Equally ~moD: 

. b fi d d . 'I h' 1 the COun1illii. enumeratWl1, e xe an apportlOne( among t e severa 
connties, as near as may he, according to the number of 
inhabitants, having regard to the relative increase ofpopulation. 
The number of Representatives shall, on said first apportion-
ment, be not less than one hundred nor more than one hundred 
and fifty; and, whenever the number of Representatives shan 
be two hundred, at the next annual meetings of elections, 
vvhich shall thereafter be had, and at every subsequent period 
of ten years, the people shall give in their votes, whether the 
number of Representatives shall be increased or diminished, 
and if a mnjor"ity of votes are in favor thereof, it shall be t11£ 
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duty of the next Legislature thereafter to increase or diminish 
the number by the rule hereinafter prescribed. 

Apportionment SECT. 3. Each town havimr fifteen hundred inhabitants 
amOlli:" towns. may elect one representative ; ea'~h town having three thousand 

seven hundred and fifty may elect two; each town having six 
thousand seven hundred and fifty may elect three; each town 
l1aving ten thousand five hundred rllay elect four; each town 
having fifteen thousand may elect five, each to\vn having 
tvYenty thousand two hundred and fifty may elect six; each 
tovm having twenty six thousand two hundred and :fifty inhab
itants may elect seven; but no to',V11 shall ever be entitled to 
more than seven representatives: and 'tmvns and plantations 
du:ly organized, not having fifteen hundrrd inhabitants, shall 
be classed, as conveniently as may be, into districts containing 
that number, and so as not to divide towns; and each such 
district may elect one representative; and, vvhen on this, 
apportionment the number of representatives shaH be two 
hundred, a di:fl:erent apportionment shall take place upon the 
above principle; and, in case the fifteen hUl1ch:ecl shaH be too 
large or too small to apportion all the repl'esentatives to any 
county, it shaH be so increased or diminished as to give the 
number of representatives according to the above rule and 
proportion; and whenever any tovm or towns, plantation or 
plantations not entitled to elect a representative shall determine 
against a (,l1,ssification with any other town or plantation, the 
Legislature may, at each apportionment of representatives, on 
the application of such town or plantation, allthorize it to elect 
a representative for such portion of tilTH~ and such periods, as 
shall be equal to its portion of representation; and the right 
of representation, so €stablished, shan not be altered until the 
next general apportionment. 

Qual[{icr,tioll~.of SECT. 4. No person shall be a member of the House of 
arepl'esentatlVe. Representatives, unless he shall, at the commencement of the 

period for which he is elected, have. been five years a citizen of 
the United States, have arrived at the age of twenty one years, 
have been a resident in this State one year, or from the adoption 
of this Constitution; and, forthree months next preceding, the 
time of his election shall have been, and, during the period 
for which he is elected, shall to be a resident in the town or 
district which he represents. 

Me~tings for SECT. 5. The meetings for the choice of 1'2])resentatives 
cbOIce of repre- • 
sentatives regu- shall be warned ill due course of law by the selectmen of the 
J~,ted. several towns seven days at least before the election, and the . 

selectmen thereof shall preside impartially at such meetings, 
receive the votes of all the qualified electors present, sort, count 
and declare them in open town meeting, and in the presence 
of the town clerk, who shall form a list of the persons voted 
for, with the number of votes for each person D"gainst his name, 



''CONSTITUTION OF MAINE. :xiii 

shall make a fair record thereofin the presence of the selcctmen, 
and in open town meeting; and a fair copy of this list shall be 
attested by the selectmen and town clerk, and delivered by 
said selectmen to each representative within ten days next 
after such election. And the towns and plantations organized Town da~sed. 
by law, belonging to any class herein provided, shall hold 
their meetings at the same time in the respective towns and 
plantations; and the town and plantation meetings in such 
towns and plantations shall be notified, held and regulated, the 
votes received, sorted, counted and declared in the same 
manner. And the assessors and clerks of plantations shall 
have all the powers, and be subject to all the duties, which 
selectmen and town clerks have, and are subject to by this 
Constitution. And the selectmen of such towns, and the 
assessors of such plantations, so classed, shaU, within four 
days next after 'such meeting, meet at some place, to be 
prescribed and notified by the selectmen or assessors of the 
eldest town, or plantation, in such class, and the copies of said 
lists shall be then examined and compared; and in case any 
'person shall be elected by a majority of all the votes, the 
selectmen or assessors shall deliver the certified copies of such 
lists to the person so elected, within ten days next after such 
election; and the clerks of towns and plantations respectively 
shall seal up copies of all such lists and cause them to be 
delivered into the Sectetary's office twenty days at least before 
the first Wednesday in January annually; but in case no 
person shall have a majority of votes, the selectmen and 
assessors shall, as soon as may be, notify another meeting, and 
the same proceedings shall be had at every' future meeting 
until an election shall have been effected: P1'ov'ided, That 
the Legislature may by law prescribe a diff,erent mode of 
returning, examining and ascertaining the election of the 
representatives in such classes. 

SECT. 6. Whenever the seat of a member shall be vacated Vacancies to be 
b d h .. h' h I filled by new y eat; reSIgnatIOn, or ot erWlse~ t e vacancy may be fi led elections. 
by a new election. . 

SECT. ·7. The House of Representatives shall choose their ~~~~~;~ ~~.oose 
Speaker, Clerk and other officers. 

SECT. 8. The House of Representatives shall have the 1'0 have ~he power oCrm-
sole power of impeachment.peaehment. 

ARTICLE IV.-PART SECOND, 

SENATE. 

SECT. 1. The Senate shall consist of not less than twenty S~natetoconsist • , of not less than 
110r more than thirty-one men;lbel'S, elected at_the same time, ;~ann~;', more . 



xiv CONSTITU'l'ION OF' MAINE. 

S tate to be di~
tricted once in 
tell years at 
least. 

and for the same term, as the representatives, by the qualified 
electors of the districts, into which the State shall from time 
to time be divided. 

SECT. 2. The Legislature, which shall be first convened 
under this COl1stitution, sh",Jl, on or hefore ,the fifteenth day 
of August in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
-and twenty-one, and the Legislature at every subsequent 
period of ten years, cause the State to be divided into districts 
for the choice of SeIiators. The districts shall conform, as 
near as may be, to county lines, and be apportioned according 
to the number of inhabitants. 1-'he number of Senators shall 
not exceed twenty at the first ~pportionment, and shaH at 
each apportionment be increased, until they shaH amount to 
thirty-one, according to the increase in the House of Repre-
sentatives. .' 

1\Yeeting8 fot' SECT. 3. The meetin~s for the electio,l1 of Senators shall 
choice of Sena_ '-' 
tors l'egulated. be notified, held ancll'l'gulated, and the votes received, sorted, 

counted, declared and r.ecorded, in the same manner as those 
for Representatives. And fair copies of the lists of votes shall 
be attested by the selectmen and town clerks of towns, and 
the assessors and clerks of plantations, and sealed up in open 
town and plantation meetings; and the town and plantation 
clerks respectively shall cause the same to be delivered into 
the Secretary's office thirty days at least before the first vVed-

~lecto1'5 in un" nesday of January. All other qualified electors living'in 
lDcorporatcd 1 . . d h h 11 b d h f plantations. paces umncorporate , w o·s a e assesse to t e support 0 

Votes to be ex
amined by the 
goverllOl' and 
council. 

government by the assessors of an adjacent town, shall have 
the privilege of voting for Senators, Representatives and 
Governor in such tm-vn; and shall be notified by the select-
men thereof for that purpose accordingly. 

SECT. 4. The Governor and Council shan, as sooil as 
may be, examine the returned copies of such lists, and, twenty 
days before the said first Wednesday of January, issue a 
summons to such persons, as shall appear to be elected by a. 
majority of the votes in each district, to attend that day' tl.l~d 
take their seats. . 

Sellate to deter- SECT. 5. The Senate shall, on the said first Wednesday 
mine on.elec. 
tions. of January, annually, determine who are elected by a majority 
Vacancies how of votes to be ~enators in each district; and in case the full 
&upplifld, number of Senators to be elected from each district shan not 

have been so ejected, the members of the House of Represen
tatives and such Senators, as shall have been elected, shaU, 
from the highest numbers of ' the personS voted for, on said 
lists, equal to twice the number of Senators deficient, in every 
district, if there be so many voted for" elect by joint. ballot 
the number of Senators required; and in this manner all 

, vacancies in the Senate shall be supplied, as soon as may be; 
after such vacancies happen. 
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SECT. 6. The Senators shall be twenty-five years of age ~t1alification of 

at the commencement of the term, for which they are elected, senators. 

and in all, other respects their qualifications shall be the same, 
as those of the Representatives. 

SECT. 7. The Senate shall have the sole power to try all Senate to try 
. . . ' h II b" impeachments, Impeachments, and when sIttmg for that purpose s a e on 
oath or affirmation, and no person shall be convicted without 
the concurrence of two thirds of the members present. Their 
judgment, however, . shall not extend farther than to removal 
from office, and disqualification to hold or enjoy any office of 
honor, trust or profit under this State. But the party, Part! iiable to 

J h . 1 . d 1 II lIb l' bI betneuandpun-\V .'J.et er convlctec or acqmtte , s 13. nevert lC ess e Ia e to ished after. 

indictment, trial, judgment and punishment according to la,\,. 
SEC':/,. 8. The Senate shall choose their Pl'esident,Secre- To choose I!. 

tary and other officers. president &.1;. 

ARTICLE IV.-P ART 'fHlRD. 

LEGISLATIVE POWER. 

SEC'!'. 1. The Legislature shall convene on the first Legislature to 

,V/ednesday of January annually, and shall have fun power me~t~nnually. 
to make and establish an reasonable lavys and regulations for 
the defence and benefit of the people of this State, not repug-
nant to this Constitution, nor to that of the United States. 

SECT. 2. Every bill or resolution, having the force of Oo!,ernorto sign 

1 h· h h fbI H b theIl' acts. aw, to W IC t e concurrence 0 ot 1 _ ouses may e 'neces-
sary, except on a question of adjournment, which shall have 
passed hoth Houses, shall be presented to the Governor, and 
if he approve, he shall sign it; if not, he shall return it with 
his objections to the House, in which it shall have originated, 
which __ shall enter the objections at large on its journaJs, and If he di5appl'OVc 

procee~l to reconsider it. If, after such reconsideration, two h?:~~~e:~~~s 
thirds of that House shall agree to pass it, it shall be sent, 
together with the objections, to the other House, by which it 
shall be reconsidered, and, if approved by two thirds of that 
HOllse, it shall have the same eifect, as if it had been signed 
by the Governor : but in all such cases, the votes of both 
Houses shan be taken by yeas and nays, and the names of the 
persons, voting for and against the bill or resolution, shaH be 
entered on the journals of both Houses respectively. If the 
bill or resolution shall not be returned by t.he Governor ~o .return the 

. h' fi d (8 d d) f . h 11 1 b· btlllll lin da)l. Wit III ve ays un ays excepte a ter It s a lave een 
presented to him, it shall have the same force and efiect, as if 
he had signed it, unless the Legislature by their acljournment 
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prevent its retul'Il J in which case it shall have such f'.H'ce and, 
eilect, unless returned within three days after their next meet
mg. 

Each house to SECT. 3. Each House shaH he the judge of the elections 
jUdge of €;lec- l' ,..' f . 1 d ". 1 11 
tions &c.; rna· and qua mcatlOl1S 0 - Its own memoers, aw a maJOrity sna 
jorily a quorum constitute a quorum to do business; 13)1t a smaller number 

may acljOl1i'l1 from day to day, and may compel the attendance 
of absent members, in snch manner and l.miler such penalties 
as each House shall provide. 

May punish and SECT. 4. Each House may determine the rules of its 
expel members d' . I . b C' l' 1] 1 I' d &c. procee mgs, pums 1 ItS mcm ers lOr (1S0rOe1' y oe laVlOr, an ,. 

with the concurrence of two thirds, expel a mClnber, but not a 
second time for the same cause. 

To keep a jour- - SECT. 5. Each House shall keep a journa], and from time 
nal. to time publish its proceedings, except such parts as in their 

J. udrrment ma.·y·· l'c(luire -secrecy,' and the veas and nays of the 
Yeas and nays. 0 J 

members of either House of any question, shaH, at the desire 
of one fifth of those pl'f'sent, be entered on the journals. 

SECT. 6. Each House, during its session, may punish by 
Nay punish for. • b C' 1" fi 1 
contempt. Impnsonment any person, not a mem er, lor msrespect u or 

disorderly behavior in its presence, [,;)1' obstructing any of its 
proceedings, threatening, assaulting or abusing any of its 
members t:,)1' any thing said, done 0.1' doing in either House: 
Pmv-ided, that no imprisonment shaH extend beyond the period 
of the same session. 

Compensation. SECT. 7. The Senators and Representatives shall receive 
such compensation, as shaH be establit;hed by law; but no 
law increasing their compensation shaH take e1fect during tbe 
existence of the Legislatu.re, which enacted it. The expenses 

Travelling ex- of the rncmbers of the House of Representatives ~n travelling 
penses. to the Legislature, and retnrning therefrom, once ilJ each 

session and no more, shall be paid by the State out of the 
public Treasury to every member, ~dlO shall seasonably 
attend, in the judgment of the House, and does not depart 
therefrmn without leave. 

members ex- SECT. 8. The Senators and Representatives shall, in all 
:~~eed from ar· cases except treason, felony or breach of the peace, be privileged 

from arrest during their attendance at, going to, and returning 
from each session of the Legislature, and no member shall be 

Freedom of de-liable to answer for any thing spoh.en in debate in either 
bate. H· I 1 h ,ouse, 111 any court or pace e sew ere. 
Either llOuse SECT. 9. Bills, orders or resolutions, may originate in 
hl~G.originate either House, and may be altered, amended or rejected in the 

other; but all bills for raising a revenue shaH originate in 
Exceptions- the House of Representatives, but the Senate may propose 
monl:Y bills. amendments as in other cases: Provided, that they shall not~ 

under color of amendment, introduce any new matter, which 
does not relate to raising a revenue. 
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SECT. 10. No Senator or Representative shall, during the l'Ilentber~ not to 

term for which he shaH have been elected, be appointed to ~:;JEO:ffi~~.tl) 
any civil office of profit under this state, which shall have 
been created, or the emoluments of which increased. during 
such-term, except such offices as may be fined by elections by 
the people: Provided, That this prohibition shall not extend ProYiso. 
to the members of the first Legislature. 

SECT. 11. No member of Congress, nor person holding Persons disqual-

ffi . dIU . d S (Jl:' d) iJied to be mem-any 0 ce un er tIe mte tates, post oulcers excepte bel's. 
nor office of profit under this State, Justices of the Peace, 
Notaries, Public, Coroners and officers of the militia excepted, 
shall have a seat in either House during his being such mem
ber of Congress, or his continuing in such office. 

SECT. 12. Neither House shall, during the session, with- Adjournments. 
out the consent of the other, adjourn for more than two days, 
nor to any other place than that in which the Houses shall be. 

- sitting. \ 

ARTICLE V.-PART FIRST. 

EXECUTIVE POWER. 

SECT. 1. The supreme executive power of this State ~hall Governor, 
-be vested in a Governor. 

SJWT. 2. The Governor shall 'be elected by the qualified Elected for ont. 

electors, . and shall hold his office one year from the first year. 
Wednesday of January in each year. 

SECT. 3. fJ:'he meetings for election of Governor shall be l'IIeetings for the 
• . • choice of Go,v-

notIfied, held and regulated, and votes shall be receIved,. ernor regulated. 
sorted, counted, declared and recorded, in the same manner as 
those for Senators and Repres<>ntatives They shall be sealed Votes,to be re-

o. v. turned to Secre .. 
and returned into the Secretary's office in the same manner, t:u'y of State's of-
and at the same time, as those tel' Senators. And the Secre- fice., 
tary of State for the time being shall, on the first Wednesday 
of January, then next, lay' the lists before the Senate and 
House of Representatives to be by them examined, and, in 
case of a choice by a majority of all the votes returned, they 
shall declare and publish the same. But, if no person shall If t~ere be .n? 
h .. f h H f R . h II chOice, provlslOll ave a majOrIty 0 votes, t e ouse 0 epresentatlves sa, in suell case. 

by ballot, from the persons having the four highest mlmbers 
of votes on the lists, if so many there be, eject two persons, 
and make return of their na~es to the Senate, of whom the 
Senate shall, by ballot, elect one, who shall be declared the 
Governor. 

SECT. 4. The Governor shall, at the commencement of~~~~~~~::onsof 
of his term, be not less than thirty years of age ; a natural 
lJOrn citizen of the United States, have bee1;l five years, 01' from 
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the adoption of this Constitution, a resident of 't11e ;State, 
and at the time of his election aild during the term, 1er which 
he is elected,· be a resident of said' State. 

,Pisquali'fica- SECT. 5. No person holding anyof.tice or place under 
tion~. the United States, this State, or any other power, shall exer-

. cise the office of Governor. . 
SECT. 6. The Governor shaH, at stated times, receive for compe~sation. 

his services a COtilpensation, which shall not be increased or 
diminished during his continuance in office. 

CommanderinSEC'l'. '7. He shall be commailder jn chief of the ariny 
lft::.f of the :Mi- and navy of the State, and of the 'militia, except when called 

into the actual service of the U nitedStates ; but he shall not 
Not to march march nor convey any of the citizens out o{ the Sta.te withont 
thhesMiJitiaout their consent, or that of the Legislature, unless it shall become 
t e tate. . d i'. 

necessary, In or er to march or trar.sport them lrom/one part 
of the State to another for the defence thereof. 

With the advice SEC'!'. 8. He shall nominate, and, ,vith the advice and 
of Oouncil to C 11 A appoint offi- consent of the ouneil, appoint a judicial officers, the ttor-
~ers. lley General, the Sheriffs, Coroners, Registers of Probate, and 

Notaries Public ; ~and he shan also l1omiriate, and with the 
advice alldconsent of the Council, appoint all other civil and 
military officers, whose appointment is not by this Constitu
tion, or shall 110t by law be otherwise provided for; and. 
every such nomination 'shaH be made seven days, at least, 
prior to such appointment. 

~o.com~unicate SECT. 9. He shall from time to time give the Legislature 
Informatton to • fi . f h d' . f h C d 1 
the ;legislature. 111 ormatIOn 0 t e con ItIOn o' t e ;:,tatc, an recommena to 

their consideration such meaSures, as he may judge expedietit. 
1'IIay r~quire in- SECT. 10. He Iilay requii'e informatiori ii'om any military formatlOR of any .. 
officer. officer, 01' any officer 111 the executIve departmeJit, upon any 

su~ject relating to the duties of their respective offices. 
To have the SECT. 11. He shall have power, with the advice and con-. power of par-
doning. sent of the Council, to remit, after conviction, all forfeitures 

and penalties, and to grant l'eprieves and pardons, 'except in 
cases of impeachment. 

To see that the SECT. 12. He shan take care 'that tne laws be faithfuIIy 
laws aTe enact- d 
ed. execute· . 
To.convene the SECT. 13. He may, on extraordinary occasions, convene 
legIslature on h L . 1 d . f .'. b I extraordinary t e egIS ature; an 111 case 0 dISa!!:reement etween t Ie 
occasions and H . 1 ' h' f~ d" . d' adjourn them in tWO' ouses WIt 1 respect to t e tIme 0 a l)ournment, a ~ourn 
case of disagree- them to such time as he shall think proper not bevond the mel1t. , , J 

day o(the next annual meeting; and if, since the last adjourn-
ment, the place where the Legislature were next to convene 
shall have become dangerous from an enemy or contagious 
sickness, may direct the session to be held at some other con .. 
venient .place within the State. 
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SECT. 14. Whenever the office of Governor shall become,vacancy Ia.w 
b d I .; 1 fi ffi h' supnlied, vacant y eat 1, resIgnatIOn, rem ova . rom 0 . ce or ot erwlse, • 

the President of the Senate shall exercise the office of Gov~ 
eruor until another Governor shall be duly qualified; and in 
case of the death, resignation, removal fi'om office or other 
(lisqualification of the President ot~ the Senate, so exercising 
the office of Governor, the Speaker of the House of Represent~ 
atives shaH exercise the office, until a President of the Senate 
shaH have been chosen; and when the office of Governor, 
Presid..::at of the Senate, and Speaker of the House shall 
become vacant, in the recess of the Senate, the .person, acting 
as Secretary of State for the time being, shall by proclama-
tion convene the Senate, that a President may be chosen to 
exercise the office of Governor. And whenever either the 
President of the Senate, or Speah.er of the House shall so 
exercise said office, he shall receive only the compensation of 
~ovel'l1or, but his duties as President or Speaker shall be 
suspended; and the Senate or House,shaU fill the vacancy, 
uutil his duties as Governor shaH cease. 

ARTICLE V.-P ART SECOND. 

COUNCIL. 

SECT. 1. There shall be' a Council to' consist of seven ~ouncil te celle,._ 
• •• '. 51St of ieVC'ft. 

persons, citIzens of tne Umted States, and reSIdents of this 
State, to advise the Governor in the executive part of govern':' 
ment, whom the Governor shall have full power, at his discre~ 
lion, to assemble; and he, with the Counsellors, or a majority 
of them, may from time' to time, fiold and keep a Council, 
for ordering and directing the affairs of State according to 
law. 

SECT. 2. The Counsellors. shall be chosen annuully,.on Counsellorsll()~ 
the first Wednesday of January, by joint ballot of the Sena- chosen.. 

tors· and Representatives in Convention; and vacancies, 
which shall afterwar,ds happen, shall be filled in the same 
manner; btJt not more than one Counsellor shall be elected 
from any district, prescribed for the election of Senators ; and 
they shall be privileged from arrest in the same manner, as 
Senators and Representatives~ 

SECT. 3. The resolutions and advice of Council shall be Journal to be 
d d . . d' d b h b . kept of their pro--recor e III a regIster, an slgne y t e mem ers agreemg ceedings.· '. 

thet'eto, which may be called for by either House of the 
Legislature; and any Counsellor may enter his dissent to 
the resolution of the majority .. 
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Persons disqual- SECT. 4. No member of Congress, 01' of the Legislature 
Hied to be COUll- fl' S 1 - 1" ffi d 1 sellors. . 0 t lIS tate, nor any person loir mg any 0 ce un er tIe 

United States, (post officers excepted) nor any civil officers 
under this State, (Justices of the Peace and Notaries Public 
excepted) shall be Counsellors. And no jJounsellor shall be 

Not to be ap- appointed to any office during the tim.e; for which he shall 
~~~!~d to any have' been elected. 

SeCl'eta.ry how 
chosen. 

ARTICLE V.-PAR'l' THIRD. 

SECRETARY. 

SEc'r. 1. The Secretary of State shall be chosen annually, 
at the first session of the Legislature, by joint hallot of the 
Senators and Representative,S in Convention. 

To keep the re- SECT. 2. The records of the State shall be kept in the 
s~~~:. of the office of the Secretary, who may appoint his deputies, for 

whose conduct he shall be accountable. 
To attend the SECT. 3. He shaH attend the Governor and Council, 
Governor and S d l"T l' R o. b l' Council, . enate an ::louse 01 epresentatlves, m person or y 11S 

deputies, as they shall respectively require. 
And to keep SECT 4 He shall carefullv keep and preserv. e the records tile reeords of, It". (; J C 

the government. of all the official acts and proceedings of the Governor and '" 
Council, Senate and House of Representatives, and, when 
required, lay the same before either branch of the Legisla
ture, and perform such other duties as are enjoined by this 
Constitution, or shall be required by law. . 

ARTICLE V.-PART FOURTH. 

'J.'REASURER. 

Treasurer how SECT. 1. The Treasurer shall be chosen annually, at the 
~i::;~,~n~oi;:,e~~~~ first session of the Legislature, by joint ballot of the Senators, 
five ,vearsinsuc- and Representatives in Convention but shall not be eligible ceSSIOn. ' , • 

more than five years successively. 
To give bond. SECT. 2. The Treasurer shall, before entering on the 

duties of his office, give bond to the State with sureties, to 
the satisfaction of the Legislature, for the faithful discharge of 
his trust. 

~ot t~ engage SECT. 3. The Treasurer shall not, durin!! his continu-
m bnSI!lf"SS of '.....J 

trade, &c. ance in office, engage in any business of trade or commerce, 
or as a broker, nor as an agent or factor for any merchant or 
trader. 

~o money to he SECT. 4. No money shall be drawn from the Treasury, orawn hIlt by b . . . 
wilrraUi,&c.ut by warrant from the Governor and CounCIl, and m come ... 
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quence of appropriations made by law; and a regulal' 
statement and account of the receipts and. expenditures of all 
public money, shall be published at the commencement of the 
annual session of the Legislature. 

ARTICLE VI. 

JUDICIAL POvVER. 

xxi 

SECT. 1. The Judicial power of this state shall be vested Supreme an~l 
in a S npreme J udi.:::ial Court, and such other courts as the other Courts. 

Legislature shaH from time to time establish. 
SECT. 2. The Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court Compensation. 

shall, at stated times, receive a compensation, which shall not 
be diminished during their continuance in office, but they 
shall receive no other fee or reward. 
\ SECT. 3. r:rhey shaH be obliged to give their opinion To give ?pinion. 

. . f 1 d 1 . on qaestlOns or upon Important questIOns 0 aw, an upon so emn occaSIOns, Iawto the Gov-

when required by the Governor, Council, Senate or House ernor, &c. 

of Representatives. 
SECT. 4. All Judicial officers, except Justices of the Peace, Tenure of Judi

shall hold their offices during good behavior, but not beyond cia! office:;: 

the age of seventy years. 
SECT. 5. Justices of the Peace and Notaries Public,shall Justices of the 

h Id h · .l'C! d' of h 1 b h Peace and Nota-
. 0 tell' oUIces urmg seven years 1 t ey so ong eave l·;es. 

themselves well, at the expiration of which term, they may be 
reappointed or others appointed, as the public interest may 
reqmre. 

SECT. 6. The Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court Justices of Su-

I 11 h Id ffi· d tl U't d St t t t preme Judicial S 1a . 0 n? 0 ICe un er 1e mea es, 1101' apy s a e, nor Court to hold no 

any other oruce under this state, except that of Justice of the othel' offir.e 

Peace. 

ARTICLE VII. 

MILITARY. 

S.ECT. 1. The captains and subalterns of the Militia shall Officers, by 

be elected by the written votes of the members of their respect- whom elected, 

ive companies. The field officers of regiments by the written 
votes of the captains and subalterns of their respective regi-
ments. The Brigadier Generals in like manner, by the field 
officers of their respective brigades. 

SECT, 2. The Legislature shall, by law, direct the manner Notify ejectors, 

of notifying the electors, conducting the elections, and making Ike. 

the returns to the Governor orthe officers elected; and, if the 
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electors shall neglect or refuse to make such elections, after:
being duly notified according to law, the Governor shaH 
appoint suitable pers.ons to fiU such offices. 

Adjutant Gener • SECT. 3. The Major Generals shall be elected by the 
~~~~~,~~~.or Senate and House of Representatives, each having a negative 

on the other. The Adjutant General und Quarter-master 
General shall be appointed by the Governor and Council;. 
but the Adjutant General shall perform the duties of Quarter
master General, until otherwise directed by la"v. The Majot· 
Generals and Brigadier Generals, and the commanding ofiicers 
of regiments and battalions shall appoint their respective staff 
officers; and all military officers shall be commissioned by the 

()rg"anlzation of Governor. 
the Militia. SECT. 4-. The Militia, as divided into divisions, brigades,. 

regiments, battalions and companies pursuant to the laws now 
in force, shall remain so organized, utitil the same shall be 

Persons who altered by the Legislature. 
ma~he e~e:nrt· SECT. 5. Persons of the denominations of Quakers and 
ed trom mlbtary. 1 • 0 • 

duty. Shakers, JustIces of the Supreme JUdicial Court and MInlsters 

Legislature to 

of the Gospel may he exempted from military duty, but no 
other person af the age of eighteen and under the age of fortY''' 
five years, excepting officers of the Militia, who have been:. 
honorabiy discharged, shall -be so exempted, unless he shall 
pay an equivalent to be fixed by law. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

LITERATURE. 

rC(luire oftoWJlI A general diffusion of the advantaO"e~ of education beinsr to supp'lrt pub- • (b :> '-' 

. lie schools. essential to the preservation of the rights and liberties of the 
people; to promote this important object, the Legislature are 
authorised, and it shall be their duty to require, the several 
towns to make suitable provision, at their own expense, for 

Mayendow col· the support and maintenance of public schools; and it shaH 
leges,&c. further be their duty to encourage and suitably endow, from 

time to time, as the circums~ances of the people may author-
Proviso. ise, all academies, colleges and seminaries of learning within 

the State: Provided, That no donation, grant or endowment 
shall at any time be made by the Legislature, to any Literary 
Institution now established, or which may hereafter be estab
lished, unless, at the time of making such endowment, the 
Legislature of the State shall have the right to grant any 
further powers to, alter, limit or restrain any of the pow"ers 
vested in, any such literary institution, as .shall be judged 
l'Iecessary to promote the nest interests thereof. 
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ARTICLE IX. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

SECT. 1. Every person elected or appointed to either OfOa!hs. at.u sult~ 
1 ffi 'd d' l' C " d scrlpt·Oll.5. the p aces or 0 ces proVI e 111 t us onstltutlOl1, an every . 

person dected, appointed, or commissioned to any Judicial, 
Executive, Military, or other office under this State, shall, 
before he enter on the discharge of the duties of his place or 
ornce, take and subscribe the following oath or affirmation: 
" I, do swear, that I will support the 
Constitution of the United States and of this State, so long as 
I shall continue a citizen thereof. So he]p me God." 

" I do swear, that I v,rill faithfully discharge, 
to the best oflny abilities, the duties incumbent on me as 

according to the Constitution and the laws of the 
8tate.-So help me God:" Pro'viderl, That an affirmation 
in the above forms may be substituted, 'when the person shall 
be conscienciously scrupulous of taking and subscribing an 
oath. 

The oaths or altirmations shall be taken and subscribed by Before whom tl} 

the Governor and Counsellors before the presiding officer of be taken. 

the Senate, in the presence of both Houses of the Legislature, 
and by the Senators and Representatives before the Governor 
and Council, and by the residue of said officers bef(Jre such 
persons as shaH be prescribed by the Legislature; and when-
ever the Governor or any Counsellor shall not be able to 
a.ttend during the session of the Legislature to tal{,e and 
subscribe said oaths or affirmations, such oaths or affirmati.ons 
may be taken and suhscribed in the recess of the Legislature 
before any Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court: Provided, 
That the Senators and Representatives, first elected under 
'this ConstitutIon, shaH take and subscribe such oaths or 
affirmations before the President of the Convention. 

SECT. 2. No person holding the office of Justice of the Persons disqual

Supreme Judicial Court, or of any inferior Court, Attorney ~~~,~;~tll,~ ~~~= 
General, County Attorney, Treasurer of the State, Adjutant lature, 

General, Judge of Probate, Register of Probate, Register of 
Deeds, Sheriff's or their deputies, Clerks of the Judicial 
Courts, shall be a member of the Legislature; and any person 
holding either of the foregoing offices, elected to, and accept-
ing a seat in the Congress of the United St:ltes, shall thereby 
vacate said office; and no person shall be capable of holding From holding 

or exercising, at the same time, \vithinthis State more than ~~1:~~. than en!;; 

one of the offices before mentioned. 
SECT. 3. All Commissions shall be in the name of the (Jomllll,slo11$, 

State, signed by the Governor, attested by the Secretary C.f 

I~is deputy, and have the, seal of the State thereto afrixed, 
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Elections on the SECT. 4. And in case the elections, required by this 
first Wednesday C .. h fi "{llT d' 1 f J 11 b 
of .January may onstltutlOn on t erst n e nes( ay 0 anuaryal1llUa y, y 
~;:';1~~d~Y, the two Houses of the Legislature, shall not be completed on 

that day, the same may be adjourned from day to day, until 
compU~ted, in the following order: the vacancies in t~e Senate 
shall first be filled; the Governor shall then be elected, if there 
be nt') choice by t~e people; and afterwards the two Houses 
shall elect the Council. 

Every civil offi- SECT. 5. Every person holding any civil o~ce under this 
eer may be ,re- State, may be removed by impeachment, for mIsdemeanor in 
moved by Im- • 
peachment or office; and every person holdmg any office, m~y be removed 
address. by the Governor with the advice of the Council; on the, 

address of, both branches of the Legislature. But before such 
address shall pass either House, the causes of rem( -al shall 
be stated and entered on the journal of the House in which 
it originated, and a copy thereof served on the persOl, in office, 
that he may be admitted to a hearing in his defence, , 

TcnUl'e of office, SECT. 6. The tenure of all offices, which are not or sball 
not be otherwise provided for, shall be during the pleasure of 
the Governor and Council. 

Valuation. SECT. 7. 'While the public expences shall be as"essed on 
polls and estates, a general valuation shall be tak~n at least 
once in ten years. 

neal Estate to SECT. S. All taxes upon real estate, assessed by authori-
be taxed accOl'd- fl' S' h II b . d d d II ~ng to its value. ty 0 t 11S tate, s a e apportlOne an assesse equa y, 

, according to the just value thereof. 

ARTICLE X. 

SCHEDULE., 

Meeting of fust SECT. 1. 'rhe first Legislature shall meet on the last 
Legislature. 

Wednesday in May next. The elections on the second Monday 
in September annually shall not commence until the year one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty one, and in the mean time 
the election for Governor, Senators and Representatives shall 

Elections' for be on the first Monday in April, in the year of our Lord one 
1320. thousand eight hundred and tvventy, and at this election, the 

same proceedings shall be had as are required at the elections, 
provided for in this Constitution on the second Monday in 
September annually, and the lists of the votes for the Governor 
and Senators shall be transniitted, by the town and plantation 
clerks respectively, to the Secretary of State PTO tempore, 
seventeen days at least before the last Wednesday in May next, 
and the President ofth~ Convention shaU, in presence of the 
Secretary of State, pro tempore open and examine the attested 
copies of s~id lists, so l'etl.lrned for Senators, and shall have all 
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the powers, and be subject to all the dutie's, In ascertainIng', 
notifying, and summoning the Senators, who appear to be 
elected, as the Governor and council have, and are subject to, 
by this Constitution: Provided, He shall notify said Senators 
fourteen days at least before the last Wednesday in May, and 
vacancies shall be ascertained and filled in the manner herein 
provided; and. the. Senators ~o. be elected. on ,the said first~~~:~~rs appor
Monday of Apl'l1, shall be apportIoned as follows : 

The ~ounty of York shall elect three. 
The County of Cumberland shall elect three. 
The Couhty of Lincoln shall elect three. 
The County of Hancock shall elect two. 
The County of Washington shall elect one. 
The County of Kennebec shall elect three. 
The- County of Oxford shall elect two. 
ThefCoullty of Somerset sh~l1 elect two. 
'TI'le -County of Penobscot shall elect Olle. . ' 

And the. memb.ers of the House .of Representatives shaH ~e And representJ.;. 
elected,ascertamed, and returned 111 the same manner as herem: lives. 

provided at elections on the second Monday of September, and 
the ,first House of Representatives shall consist of the following 
number, fo be elected as follows; 

'COUNTY OF YORK. York. 

The towhs of York and Wells may each elect two represent.;. 
'a.tives; and each of the remaining; towns may elect one. 

COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND. . Cumbel'lana·. 
, The town of Portland may elect three representatives; 
N orth-Yarmouth, two; Brunswick, two; Gorham, two; Free-
port an.d Pownal, t'~d; Raymond and Otisfield, o?e; Bridgton, 
BaldwIn and HarrIson, one; Poland and DanVIlle, one; and 
each remaining town one. 

UOUNTY OF LINCOLN~ Lilltoln, 
The towns of Georgetown and Phipsburg, may elect one 

representative; Lewiston and Wales, oile; St. George,ICushing 
and Friendship, one; Hope and Appleton Ridge, one; 
.Jefferson, Putnam and Patricktown plantation, one; Aina and 
Whitfield, one; Montville, Palermo, and Montville plantation, 
one; Woolwich and Dresden, one; and each remaining 
town one. 

COUNTY OF HANCOCK. . , Hancock. 
The town of Bucksport may elect one representative; Deer 

Island; one; Castine and Brooksville, one; Orland and 
Penobscot, one; Mount Desert and Eden, ~ne; Vin~lhav~n 
and Isleborough, one; Sedgwiclt and Blueh¥l; one; Goulds-
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Washington. 

Kennebec. 

Oxfurd 

Somerset. 

lenobscot. 
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horough, Sulliv&n and phultaiiol1s No. Sand 9 north ,(}t 
Sullivan, one; Surry, Ellsworth, Trenton and plantation of 
lVlariaville, one; Lincolnville, Searsmont and Belmont, one; 
Belfast and Northport, one; Prospect and Swanville, one:; 
Frankfort and Monroe, one; Knox, Brooks,J ackSOll and 
Thorndike, one. 

COUNTY Ol~ WASHINGTON.· 
The tow-ns of Steuben, Cherryfield and Harring'ton, may 

elect one representative; Addison, Columbia and Johesbo
rough, one; Machias, one; Lubec, Dennysville, Plantations 
No.9, No. 10, No. 11, No. 1.2, one; Eastport, one; Perry, 
Robinston, CGl.lais, Plantations No.3, No. 6, No. 7, No. 15, 
and No. 16, one. 

COUNTY OF KENNEBEC. 
The towns of Belgrade aDd Dearborn may elect one repre~ 

sentative; Chesterville, Vienna and Rome, one; 'Vayne- and 
Fayette, one; Temple and ·Wilton, OEe; Y'!/inp,low and China) 
one; Fairfax and I!\'eedom, one·; O::\ty~ Joy,aIA] 25 mile 
pond plantation, one; Harlem a.udMalta, ou:; and each 
remaining town one. 

COUNTY OF OXFORD. 
" The towns of Dixfield, Mexico, \Veld and Plantations Nos. 
I and 4, may elect one representative; Jay and Hartford, 
one; Livermore, one; Rumford, East Andover and PIanta .. 
tions Nos. 7 and 8, one ; Turner, one; \V oodstock, Pari& 
and Greemvood, one;, Hebron and Norway, one; Gilead, 
Bethel, Newry, Albany and Howard's gore, one, Porter, 
Hiram and Brownfield, one; "\i\T aterford, Sw'eden and Loven, 
one; Denmark, Fryebul'gand Fryeburg addition, one; 
Buckfield and Sumner, one. 

COUNTY OF SOMERSET. 
The town of Fairfield may elect one representative ; Nor· 

ridgwock and Bloomfield, one; Starks and Mercer, one; 
Industry, Strong and New-Vineyard, one; Avon, Phillips, 
Freeman and Kingfield, one; Anson, New-Portland, Embden, 
and Plantation No.1, one; Canaan, ·Warsaw, Palmyra; St. 
Albans and Corinna, one; Madison, Solon, Bingham, 
Moscow and N orthhill, one; Cornville, Athens, Harmony, 
Ripley, and ""T arl'enstowll, one. 

COUNTY OF PENOBSCOT. 
The towns of Hampden and Newburg maf elect one repre

sentative; Orrington, Brewer, and Eddington and Plantations 
adjacent on the east side of PcuQbscotriver; one; Bangor, 
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Orono and Sunkhaze Plantation, one; Dlxnmnt, Newport, 
Carmel, Hermon, StetwH, and Plantation .N o. 4, in the 6th 

I (--. . 1 T:' 1\.1~; , 1 range, one; -,evant, -,o.1'1nt,), .~-,xeter, l.~ eVl-Lll1ar estowl1, 
Blakesbmg, Plantation No. 1. in 3d range, and, Plantation 
No.1 in 4th range, oue; Dexter, Garland, GuiHord, Sanger
ville, and Plantation No.3, in 6th rang~e, one; Atkinson, 
Sebec, Foxcroft, Brmvnville, VVilliamsburg, Plantation No. 
1, in '7th range, and PlanteJ.t!on ]\1'0. 3, in '7th range, one. 

xxvii 

And the Secretary of State pro tempore shall have the same l:'0wers an~d~: 
, 1 b 1·'!. '1'" l' 1 ttes ofSecletalY pmVC1:S, anc e SUqjcct to tnc saIne (nnes, III relatIOn to t]e of State pro tem. 

{' d-' h C1 (' ['< I d ' b' in rehtion to tlll' votes ~or .. xOVCl'HOl', as t ,e ;::-;ecretary 01 ,~)tatems, an ' IS SU Ject votes: -

to, by tbis Constitution: and the election of Governor shaU, 
on the said last Vvednesday in l\5ay, be detennined and 
dec1:1red, in the same mam1el', as other elections of Governor 
are by this ConstitutIon; Clud in case of vacancy in said office, 
the Pl'E'sident of the Senate, and Speaker, of the House of 
Ilepnosentativcs, shaH exercise the oitice as herein otherwise 
provided, and the Cevnsellors, Secretary and Treasurer, shaH 
also be elected on said day, and have the saple powers, and be 
suqject to the same Chi ties, as is provided in this Constitution; 
and in case of the death or othei' disqualification of the 
President of this Convention, or oftlle Secretary of State pro 

1 {:' 1 l' 1 1"~' -, h G ternpfl1'e, oJe.:m:e tU,8 eJectwn ann quam'XcatWl1 ot t e - ovel'l1or 
or Secretary of State under this Constitution, the persons to 
1 .:j' ~". r. . l' " J 
.. >~ [,£sl.gnaten by tms "Jonventwn at ineH' seSSIOn m anuarv 
next, 8i1<111 have all the powers and perform all the dude;, 

I 'h l P" "l·C . 1~' W He ine.,;. resweLt Ci tals OBventIOn, or t 1e >38cretal7 P1'O 
, L j ., 1 1~' d" tC1nl)ore, to oe 0.:0/ tdcn1 apI}OI11te(~, SJ.IU 1 l]a'Ve all perlorill. 

Q ,-" C) 'li'I."" ""',,: 1 i,' ,.~r',,;,,\ t 1 G 7' ~ ". t >-lEe T. M. ... I"e 1>'" ,0(, 10" \, KH'VJJ ne 0\ enJOf, ",eJ.la ors Duration of till" 

and Representative:;, ConnseEol's, Secretary and Treasurer, first Ll'giskture 

fi 1 J • J ' •• 'a' H'st elccten or appmnteo, are to SCl've m tnclrrespectlVc OHlces 
and places, shaH comn1ence en the last \Yednesday in May, in 
the year of our Lord one thoasci.nd eight hundred and twenty, 
and cOlltinue until the first VI ednesday of January, in the year 
of our Lord one thOlu;and eight hundred and twenty two. 

SECT, 3. AU Jaws now in force in this state, and not Laws now in 
1'.0 ., h 11 . db' ~ force continue repugnant to tillS vonstltntlOl1, Sl. a remam, an e 111 lOree, until repealed; 

until altered or repealed by the Legislature, or shaH expire by 
their own limitation. 

SECT. 4. The Leo'islature, whenever two thirds of both Cons!itutioll 
• <:> ,how It may he 

houses shaH deem It necessary, may propose amendments to amended: 

this Constitution; and when any amendment shall be so agreed 
upon, a resolution shall be passed and sent to the selectmen of 
the several to\<7ns, and the assessors of the several plantations, 
empowering and directing them to notify the inhabitants of 
their respective towns and plantations, in the manner prescribed 
by law, at their next annual meetings in the 'month of Sep-
temher, to give in their votes on the question, whether such 
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amendment shaH be made; and if it shall appear that a 
majority of the inhabitants voting on the question are in favor 
of such amendment, it shall become a part of this Constitution. 

l'erson~ in office SECT. 5. All officers provided for in the sixth section of 
t.o contInue to f 1 C 1 h f 1\!f I d h h.oldtheirofftces. an act 0 t le ommonwea ... t 0 JUassac lUsetts, passe on t e 

nineteenth day of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and nineteen, entitled " An act relating to the 
Separation of the District of Maine from Massachusetts Proper, 
and forming the same into a separ"lte and Independent State," 
shall continue in office as therein provided; ·and the following 
provisions of said act shall be a part of this Constitution, 
subject however to be modified oraunulled as therein is 
prescribed, and not otherwise,to wit : 

I'nrt ora Law of "SECT. 1. Whereas it has been represented to this Legislature, that 
~~~~l~a~l;::tt~famajority of the people of the District of Maine are desirous of e~tabHshing 
~h'il constitution. a separate and Independent Government within said District: r.rherefore. 

" Be it enacted by ihe Senate and Honse of Rep'reseniati'ves in Gener"l 
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, T1Jat the consent of 
this Commonwealth be, and the same is hereby given) that the District of 
Maine may be formed and erected into a separate and Independent State, 
if the people of the said District shall in the manner, and by the majority 
hereinafter mentioned, express their consent and agreemelltthereto, upon 
the following terms and conditions·: And, provided the Congress of the 
,IT nited States shaH give its consent thereto, before the fourth day 0 f 
March next: which terms and conditions are as follows, viz. 

"First. All the lands and buildings belonging to the Commonwealth, 
within lVlassachusetts I'roper, shall continue to belong to said Common
wealth, and all the lands belonging to the CommonweaJ.tll, within the 
District oflWaine, shall belong, the one half thereof to the said Common
wealth, and the other half thereof, to the State to be fOrIJ,1ed within t~e 
said District, to be divided as is hereinafter mentioned; and the lands 
within the said District, which shall belong to the said ComulOnwealth, 
shall be free from taxation, while the title to the said lands remains inthe 
Commonwealth; and the rights of the Commonwealth to their lands, 
within said District, and the remedies for t~le recovery thereof, shall 
continue the same, within the proposed State, and in the Courts thereot~ 
as they now are within the said Commonwealth, and in the Courts thereof; 
for which purposes, and for the maintenance of its rights, and recovery of 
its lands, the said Commonwealth shall be entitled to all other proper and 
legal remedies, and may appear in the Courts of the proposed State and 
in the Courts of the United States, holden therein; and aU rights of action 
for, or entry into lands, and of aetions upon bonds, for the breach of the 
perform.ance of the condition of settling duties, so caned, which have 
accrued, or may accrue, shall remain in this Commonwealth, to be enforced, 
commu~ed, released, or otherwise disposed of, in such manner as this 
Commonwealth may hereafter, determine: Provided howeve1', ~'hat,· 
whatever this Commonwealth mav hereafter receive 01' obtain on account 
thereof if any thing, shall, after deducting all reasonable charges relating 
thereto, be divided, one third part thereof to the new State, and two third 
parts thereof to this Commomvealth. . 

"Second. All the arms which have been received hy this Common~ 
wealth from the United States, under the law of Congress, entitled, " An 
act making provision for arming and equippIng the whole body of militia 
of the U nitea States, passed April the twenty-third, one thousand eight 
hundred cnd eight, shall, as soon as the said District shall become a sep-
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arate State, be divided between the two States, in proportion to the 
returns of the militia, according to which, the said arms have been re
ceived from the United States, as aforesaid. 

"Third. All money, stock, or other proceeds, hereafter derived from 
the United States, on account of the claim of this Commonwealth, for 
disbursements made, and, expenses incurred, for the defence of the State, 
during the late war with Great Britain, shall be received by this Com
monwealth, and when received, shall be divided between the two States, 
in the proportion of two thirds to this Commonwealth, and one third to 
the new State. 

" Fo'wrth. All other preperty, of every description, belonging to the 
Commonwealth shall be holden, and receivable by the same, as a fund 
and security, for all debts, annuities, and Indian subsidies, or claims due 
by said Commonwcalth ; and within two years after the said District shall 
have become a separate State, the Commissioners to be appointed, as 
hereinafter provided, if the said States cannot otherwise agree, shall 
assign ajust portion of the productive property, so held by said Common
wealth as 'an equivalent and indemnification to said Commonwealth, for 
all such debts, annuities, or Indian subsidies or. clai.ms, which may then 
remain due, or unsatisfied: and all the surplus of the said property, so 
holden, as aforesaid, shall be divided between the said Commonwealth 
and the said District of Maine, in the proportion of two thirds to the said 
Commonwealth, and one third to the said District-and if, in the judg
ment of the said Commissioners, the whole of said property, so held, as a 
fund and security, shall not be sufficient indemnification for the purpose, 
the said District shall be liable for and shaH pay to said Commonwealth, 
one third of the dyficiency. 

"Fifth. The new State shall, as soon as the necessary arrangements 
can be made for that purpose, assume and perform all the duties and 
obligations of this Commonwealth, towards the Indians within said 
District of Maine, 'whether the same arise from treaties, or otherwise; 
and for this purpose shall obtain the assent of said Indians; and their 
l"elease to this Commonwealth of claims and stipulations arising under 
the treaty at present existing between the said Commonwealth and said 
Indians; and as an indemnification to such new State, therefor, this 
Commonwealth, when such arrangements shall be completed, and the 
said duties and obligations assumed, shall pay to said llew State, the 
value of thirty thousand dollars, in manner following, viz. : The said 
Commissioners shall set oifby metes and bounds, so much of any part of 
the land, within the said District, falling to this Commonwealth, in the 
division of the puhlic hmds, hereinafter provided for, as in their estima
tion shall be of the value of thirty thousand dollars; and this Common
wealth shall, thereupon, assign t\le same to the said new State, or in lieu 
thereof, may pay the sum of thirty thousand dollars at its election; which 
election of the said Commonwealth, shall be made within one year from 
the time that notice of the doings of the Commissioners, on this subject, 
shall be made known to the Governor and Council; and if not made 
within that ti1'11e, the election shall be with the new State. 

,. Sixth. Commissioners, with the powers and for the purposes men
f oned in this act, shall be appointed in manner following: The Execu-
1 ive authoritt of each State shall appoint two; and the four so appointed, 
pr the major part of them, shall appoint two more; but if they cannot 
'agree in the appointment, the Executive of each State shall appoint one 
in addition; not however, in that case, to be a citizen of its own State. 
And any vacancy happening with respect to the Commissioners, shall be 
supplied in the manner provided for their original appointment; and, in 
addition to the powers herein before given to said Commissioners, they 
;;;hall have full power and authority to divide all the public lands within 
the District, between the respective States, in equal shares, or moieties, 
in severalty, baving regard to quantity, 8ituatiQn and quality; they shall 
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determine wflat lands sllall be surveyed and dh;idco, from time to time;. 
the expense of which surveys, and of the Commissioners, shall be bome 
equally by the two States. 'rhey shall keep fair records of their doings, 
a,nd of the surveys made by their direction, copies of which records, au
thenticated by them, shall be deposited from time to time, in the archives 
of the respective States; transcripts of which, properly certified, may be 
admitted in evidence, in all questions tOll ching the subject to which they 
relate. 'rhe Executive authority of each State fnay revoke the power of 
either or both its commissioners; having, however, first appointed a sub
stitute, or substitutes, and may fill any vacancy happening with respact to 
its own Commissioners; four of said Commissioners shall constitute a 
quorum, for the transaction of business; their decision shall be final7 

upon all subjects within their cognizance. In case said commission shall 
expire, the same not having been completed, aHd either State shaH 
request the rene\yal 01' filling up of the same, it shnU be renewed or filled 
up in the same marmer, as is herein provided for filling the same, in the 
first instance, and with the like powers; and if either St~te shall, after six 
months' notice, neglect or refuse to appoint its Commissioners, the other 
may fiU up the whole commission. 

"Seventh. ,Ail gnmts of land, frandlises, immunit~es, corporate o'r 
other rights, and all contl'ayts for, or grants of land not yet located which 
have been or may be made by the said Commonwealth; hefo;:e the separa
tion of said District shall take place, and having 01' to ha'.'e effect within 
the said Di.strict, shall continue in full force, after the said Di.strict shall 
become a separate State. But the grant which has been made to the 
President and 'rrustees of B9wdoln College, out of the tax hid upon the
Banks, within tbis Commonwealth, shall be .charged upon the tax npon 
the Banks within the said District of Maine, and paid accQnling to the 
terms of said grant; and the President and 'I'rustees, and the Overseer8 
of said Conege, shaH have, hold an.d Cl1joy their power8 and pri.vileges in 
all respects; so that the same shall not be subJect to be altered, lirnitedJ 

annulled or restrained, except by judie-ial process, according to the 
principles oflaw; and in all grant:;;"\1c,'eafter to be made, by either State, 
of unloeated land "'ithin the said District, the same reservations shall he· 
made for the benefit of Rchools, [md oft11e Ministry, as have heretofi:n6 
been usual, in grants made by this Commonwedth. Ana aU 1.an65. here
tofore granted by this Commonwea.lth,· to any reJigiom, 'li~el'<tl'}', 01' 

eleemosynary corporation, or society, shall be free from taxation, while 
the same continues to be owned by such corporation, or society. 

"Eighth. No laws shall be passed in the proposed State, with regard 
to taxes, act1ons, or remedies at law, or bars, or limiti,tio1.13 thereof, m 
otherwise making any distinction between the h'.nels and right, of pwperty 
of proprietors not resident in, or not citize~s of said pl'Opc;sed Stat;'), and 
the l;llids and rights of property of the citizens of the proposed State, 
resident therein; and the rights and liabilities of an persons, shall) at1eI 
the said separation, continue the same as if the said District was still a 
part of this Commonwealth, in all suits pending, or judgnwDts remaining 
unsatisfied on the fiftee!lth day of March next, where the suits b",ve becn: 
commenced in Massachusetts Proper, and process has h(~en served within 
the District of Maine.; or commenced in the District of Maine, and proce~, ~ 
Ims been served in Massachussetts Proper, either by taking bail, makin~ 
~ttachme~ts, arresting and det~ining per,sons, or ,otherwi?e,)vherc eXCCll\" 
hon remams to be done; and In such SUlts, the Courts wlthm IV[assachl1 ~ 
setts Proper, and within the. proposed State, shall continue to have the 
same jurisdiction as if the said District had still remained a part of1he 
Commonwealth. And this Commonwealth shall have the same rcmedi(;s' 
within the proposed State, as it now has, for the collection of all taxes, 
bonds, or debts, which may be assessed, due, made, or contracted, 
by, to, or with the Commonwealth, on or before the said fifteenth da:,; of 
March, within the said District oflVIaine; and all officers within Ma:'!;;a 
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chusets Proper and th~ District of Maine shan conductthemselves accord
ingly .. 

" !'I/'inth. These terms and conditions, as here set forth, when the said 
District shall become a separate and Independent State, shall, ipso facto 
be incorporated into, and become and be a part of any Constitution, pro
visional or other1 under which the Government of the said proposed State, 
shall, at any time hereafter, be administered; subject however, to be 
modified, or annulled by the agreement of the Legislature of both the 
said States; but by no other power or body whatsoever." 

. xxxi 

SEC. 6. This Constitution shall be enrolled on parchment, Constitution t9 
. .:1 • d' . h S 'ffi d b h 1 fbe enrolled on ueposlte 111 t e ecretary s o· ce, an e t e supreme aw 0 parchment. 

the State, and printed copies thereof shall be prefixed to the 
:books containing the laws of this State. . 

Done in Convention, October 29, 1819. 

lVILLIAM KING, President· 
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Bingham; 
Phillips, 
St. Albims, 
j{ ingjield, 
Corinna, 
R1:pley, 
Blomnjield, 
IVcU'saw, 

Hamp'len, 
Orrin(rtoi'l, _ 0 

BAXGOn, 

Orono, 
Dixmont, 
Brewer, 
7.' J l' .L'..!L(iITlgton, 
Carmel, 
Corinth, 
Exe!€1', 
Garlcmd, 
New-Charleston, 
Foxcroft, 
Sebec, 
11eanon, 
Ln;ant, 
j\'ewpoTt, 
Sang;erville, 
Dexler, 
Gailfard, 
Atki71.son , 
N ett'burgfl, 

Attest, 

SOMEHSET. 
\Ventworth Tuttle, 
,Villiam Kendall. 
'Villiarn Allen, junior, 
James\Naugh. 
Gel)rge Blxby. 
.hmes Collms. 
James Mayhew. 
Samuel Snra':fue. 
'Villiam 1'al(?ott. 
Hobert Evans. 
Ezpkif\} Hinkley. 
I-'aiuh Door. 
John Neal. 
Andrew McFadden, 
Samw~l Lancey. 
Jona1han Brown. 
Henry Norton. 
Elidw. Coolidge. 
o bed vVilson. 
Joseph DJer. 
Benjamin French. 
Joseph Knnpp. 
\Villiam Elder. 
Jacob Hale. 
Elf'azf'l' C(,hurn. 
SteYt'118 Kendall. 

PENOBSCOT. 
Simeon Stetson. 
John 'Vi] kins~ 
Jospph Treat. 
Jat'ks,n Davis. 
Samuel Butman. 
George Leonard. 
Luther laton. 
Abel Huggles. 
Andrew Strong. 
Nathaniel Atkins. 
Amos Gordon. 
Daniel \"lIkins. 
Sall1uel Cham bedain, 
\Villiam H. Lovmey. 
vViHiam Patten. 
1\1080S Hodsdon. 
Benjan:lin 8ltaw; 
Benjamin C. GOBS. 

Isaac Farrar. 
J obeph Kelsey, 
Eleazer ,;y. Snow. 
John \Yhitney. 

ROBERT C. VOSE, Sr:cTeiW't" 


