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TITLE XL] OFFENCES AGAINST MORALITY AND DECENCY. 903 

SEC. 40. 
41. 

Liens under this chapter, how to be enforced.CiuP.124. 
Animals abandoned and neglected, by whom and how destroyed. 

42. 

43. 
4i. 
45. 
46. 

47. 
48 • 

Any old, diseased, or disabled horse, or otber animal, not properly cared for, 
may be appraised and destroyeu. Value, bow to be Ji"\':ed. Such animal 
sball be deemed abandoned, if not called for by owner, after notice. 

Officer may interfere to prevent cruelty. Penalty for resistance. 
Abandoned or neglected animals may be provided for at owner's expense. 
Duty of officers to prosecute. Fines, how to be disposed of. 
Governor and council may appoint officers to enforce tbe seventeen preced

ing sections. 
J nrisdiction of municipal and police courts and trial justices. 
Rules of construction of the nineteen preceding sections. 

.AnULTERY, l.L~CEST, POLYG.A..cIIY, GROSS LEWDNESS, A~"'D FORNICATION. 

SEC. 1. VVhoever commits adultery shall be punished by imprison- Adultery. 
ment for not more than five years, or by fine not exceeding one thousand ~879, c. 85. 

dollars; and when only one of the parties is married, or when they have 
been legally divorced from the bonds of matrimony, and afterwards co
habit, each shall be deemed guilty qf adultery. (a) 

-cohabita
tion after a 
divorce is 
adultery. 

SEC. 2. VVhen persons within the degrees of consanguinity or affinity Incest. 
. hi h' 1 1 d' t d' 1 . t R.S.,c.124, § 2. ill W C - marrmges are e ec are illces uous an vOle, ill ermarry or 
commit fornication or adultery with each other, they shall be punished -
by imprisonment for not less than one, nor more than ten years. 

SEC. 3. -Whoever commits the crime against nature, with mankind 
or with a beast, shall be punished by imprisonment for not less than one, 
nor more than ten years. 

SEC. 4. If any person, except one legally divorced, or one whose 
husband or wife has been continually absent for seven years and not 
known to him or her to be living within that time, having a huslmnd or 
wife living, marries another married or single person; or if any unmar
ried person knowingly marries the husband or wife of another, when such 
husband or wife is thereby guilty of polygamy, he or she shall be deemed 
guilty of polygamy and punished by imprisonment for not more than 
five years, or by fine not exceeding five hundred dollars; and the indict-
ment for such offence may be found and tried in the county where the 
offender resides, or where he or she is apprehended. 

SEC. 5. If any man and woman,one or both being at the time mar
ried to another person, lewcllyand lasciviously cohabit; or, married or 
unmarried, are guilty of open, gross lewdness and lascivious behavior, 
they shall each be punished by imprisonment for not more than five years, 

Crime 
against 
nature. 
RS.,c.124, § 3. 

Polygamy, 
its punish
ment and 
where tried. 
R.S.,c.124, § 4. 
6 Me., 149. 
53 Me., 440. 

Lascivious 
cohabitation 
and 
lewdness. 
1873, c. 104. 
7 Me., 58. 

or by fine not exceeding three hundred -dollars; and whoever wantonly --indecent 
and indecently exposes his person shall be punished by imprisonment for ~~K~r~l~r. 
not more than thirty days, and by fine not exceeding ten dollars. 

SEC. 6. If an unmarried man commits fornication with an unmar- Fornication. 
ried woman, they shall be punished by imprisonment for not more than R.S.,c.124, §6. 

sixty days, and by fine not exceeding cine hundred dollars. 

CONCEALMENT OF BIRTHS AND PROCURING ABORTIONS. 

SEC. 7. If a woman is willingly delivered in secret of the issue of Concealment 

(a) 8 Me., 76; 11 Me., 394; 19 Me., 156; 35 Me., 206; 36 Me., 263; - 43 Me., 261; 
44 Me., 478; 65 Me., 30. 
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CHAP.124. 
by the 
mother of 
the death of 
illegitimate 
issue, how 
indicted, &c. 
RS.,c.124, § 7. 
57 Me., 31. 

Punishment, 
for procuring 
or attempting 
to procure 
abortion. 
RS.,c.l24, § 8. 
32 Me., 374. 
33 Me., 54. 

Keeping 
houses of 
ill-fame. 
RS.,c.124, § 9. 
10 Me., 561. 

Enticing 
unman-ied 
females for 
purposes of 
]Jrostitution. 
R. S., c. 124, 
§ 10. 
54 Me., 26. 

Wan-ants to .. 
search for. 
females 
supposed to 
be so enticed. 
R S., c. 124, 
§ ll. 

OFFENCES AG.A.L.'1"ST MORALITY AND DECENCY. [TITLE XI. 

her body, which would be a bastard if born alive, and conceals the death 
thereof, so that it is not known whether it was born dead, or alive . and 
was murdered, she shall be punished by imprisonment for not more than 
three years, or by fine not exceeding one hundred dollars; and she may 
be charged with such offence, and also with the murder of such child, 
in the same indictment, and convicted and punished for either, accord
ing to the verdict. 

SEC. 8. Whoever administers to any woman pregnant with child, 
whether such child is quick or not, any medicine, drug, or other sub
stance, or uses any instrument or other means, unless the same was done 
as necessary for the preservation of the mother's life, shall be punished, 
if done with intent to destroy such child and thereby it was destroyed 
before birth, by imprisonment for not more than five years, or by fine not 
exceeding one thousand dollal~s; but if done with intent to procure the 
miscarriage of such woman, by imprisonment for less than one year, 
and by fine not exceeding one thous,.and dollars. 

ROUSES OF ILL-FAME. 

SEC. 9. Whoever keeps a house of ill-fame, resorted to for prostitu
tion or lewdness, shall be punished by imprisonment for less than one 
year, and by fine not exceeding five hunclred dollars; and if after con
viction he is again convicted, he shall be punished by imprisonment for 
not less than one, nor more than three years. The municipal officers 
and constables of towns and cities, and assessors .of plantations, are re
quired promptly to enforce the laws against such houses, and to make 
complaint against any person within their respective municipalities, 
where there is probable cause to believe such person guilty of a violation 
of this section. A person, convicted of keeping such a house, before a 
municipal or police court or trial justice, may be sentenced to the hou'se 
of correction or jail not exceeding one month. And such person shall 
not be allowed to keep boarders or l?dgers without a license from the 
overseers of the poor of the town, who shall prosecute for such offence, 
all whom they have good reason to suspect to be guilty. 

SEC. 10. ~1fioever fraudulently and deceitfully entices or takes 
away an unmarried female from her father's house, or wherever else she 
may be found, for the purpose of prostitution at a house of ill-fame, 
assignation or elsewhere, and whoever aids therein, or secretes such 
female for such purposes; or whoever inveigles or entices any female, 
before reputed virtuous, to a house of ill-fame, or knowingly conceals or 
aids in concealing any such female, so enticed, for the purpose of pros
titution or lewdness, shall be punished by imprisonment for not less than 
one nor more than ten years. 

SEC. 11. When an overseer of the poor, police officer, constable, 
parent, master, or guardian, has reason to believe that a female has been 
inveigled or enticed to a house of ill-fame as aforesaid, he may complain 
on oath to a competent magistrate who may issue his search warrant as 
in other cases, to enter such house by day or night, search for such 
female, and .bring her and the person in whose keeping she is found, 
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