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Maine House rejects juvenile arrest disclosure bill 
Democrats lead fight against measure to violate juvenile privacy prior to arrest

AUGUSTA – The Maine House today overwhelmingly rejected a measure today that would have allowed police to alert the public about juvenile arrest prior to being charged with any crime. The bill failed by a vote of 14 to 122.

“I’m surprised and delighted to see that common sense and long-standing juvenile justice policy prevailed,” said Rep. Anne Haskell, D-Portland, who led the Democratic argument against the bill, which she said inappropriately violated the privacy of juveniles prior to them being arrested. 

“It is absolutely wrong to put a scarlet letter on a teenager even before they’ve been charged or found guilty,” said Haskell. “No doubt these are serious crimes, but it’s inappropriate to broadcast the information until after the prosecutor’s findings of whether there is enough information to charge the juvenile with a crime.”

If passed, LD 1727, "An Act To Ensure That the Public Is Duly Informed When Certain Juvenile Crimes Are Committed," would have allowed law enforcement officers to release the identity of a juvenile 16 years of age or older if the juvenile has been arrested for a serious crime. 

During the floor debate, Democrats argued that the bill reverses longstanding public policy to protect juveniles who are arrested until they are actually charged with a crime. 
Haskell said the result would be that the juvenile is then tied to the offense alleged by the arresting officer, not the crime he or she is actually charged with.  

“Prosecutors may charge the juvenile with a different crime after reviewing all of the evidence, but this disclosure bill does not address that,” said Haskell. 
Republicans joined Democrats in arguing against the bill, which several said was rife with unintended consequences. 

Juvenile offenders may experience harassment, be subject to permanent internet records which will complicate future education and job opportunities, face unwarranted social stigma at the whim of an arresting officer and before they have been charged with any crime. 
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“Once this information is out, given  Facebook and social media communication, this becomes a permanent impact on the juvenile’s life,” said Haskell.

During the public hearing on the bill, the Maine Criminal Law Advisory Commission, Maine Juvenile Justice Advisory Group, Maine Prosecutor’s Association, and the Maine Association of Criminal Defense Attorneys opposed the measure. 

