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To regulate importation a state requires the 
“Statutory Authority”

This presentation’s focus is on 
“Fish Health”

Other risks, such as aquatic nuisance species, etc. 
may also need to be addressed when importing fish

This is a “Basic Obligation” in the 
Northeast Fish Health Fish Importation Guidelines



Northeast Fish Health Guidelines Apply To:

All fishes imported into a state that may be placed into waters of 
that state or held in waters discharged into waters of that state

Fish pathogens listed in the “Guidelines for Conducting Fish 
Health Inspections” for the appropriate family 

Fish pathogen research and development facilities in which 
fish infected with, or exposed to, pathogens or a facility in 
the possession of pathogens capable of causing disease.

“Nothing in these guidelines shall prevent member 
agencies from applying additional measures for the 

control of fish pathogens”



Traffic in Fish

� Prior to the fish being shipped, a state should receive a fish
health inspection report

� No fish from a facility or water body known to be infected 
with Infectious Hematopoietic Necrosis Virus, Viral 
Hemorrhagic Septicemia Virus, Heterosporis, Infectious 
Salmon Anemia Virus, Spring Viremia of Carp, Myxobolus
cerebralis, Ceratomyxa shasta, Tetracapsula bryoszoa, may 
be imported.

� No susceptible wild fishes from a water infected with
family specific pathogens may be imported 



Application for an Importation Permit





Definition of a “Fish Health Inspection”: On site, statistically based sampling of 
fish, performed or supervised by a fish health inspector, with subsequent examination 
of the collected tissues and fluids for the detection of listed fish pathogens. 



Fish Health Inspector : The individual(s) collecting the fish and performing the 
fish health testing must be one of the following:

An accredited , licensed veterinarian
Accredited licensed veterinarian means a veterinarian holding a 
current veterinary license who has also fulfilled the accreditation 
requirements of the United States Department of Agriculture 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (USDA/APHIS).

A certified fish health inspector
Certified fish health inspector means an individual certified by the 
American Fisheries Society/Fish Health Section (AFS/FHS) as a 
Fish Health Inspector or Fish Pathologist.

Persons recognized by federal or state agencies with responsibility for 
fish health or transfer in the state from which the fish or gametes 
originate upon approval of the Commissioner. 



If you are not familiar with the facility it may be 
worthwhile requesting a diagram identifying 
water sources and fish rearing units

A facility may have multiple water sources.  If a group of fish 
(fish lot) are split and reared on different water sources, fish
from both water sources would have to be tested.



Does the facility have a three year 
history of fish health inspections?

Were any listed pathogens
found during past inspections?

Were fish or eggs were introduced from 
other sources.  If so, those sources and 
their fish health inspections need 
investigated.

History of Fish Health Inspections



Water Supply

Is it protected or treated source that could be 
considered “Specific Pathogen Free.” (e.g. well 
water, protected springs, adequately treated water)

If the water supply is not protected, the risk of the 
fish getting infected with a pathogen at any time
must be determined 



Laboratory

The laboratory must be capable of 
performing the appropriate fish heath 
tests



Fish Lot is defined as:  A group of fish of the same species and age 
which originated from the same brood stock during the same 
year, and are being raised on the same water source.



Fish Species

Different fish species have different susceptibility to fish pathogens

See tables for fish families in the Northeast Fish 
Health  Importation Guidelines





Fish Age

Age of fish can impact what tests can be run on the fish

Requiring only one inspection annually necessitates 
that the timing of an inspection be done when all ages 
classes can be inspected appropriately

Frequently many programs require two fish health inspections 
annually to ensure that all lots are tested at the appropriate time.  





Number of Fish in the 
“Lot”

Impacts the number of fish that must be 
tested and the statistical probability of 
detecting a pathogen



Source

It is also important to know if the fish were obtained as fish or eggs.  
Some pathogens will not transfer with eggs or disinfected eggs 
(e.g. furunculous or whirling disease). 

If fish originate from other sources, it is important 
to have the fish health history from those sources



Sampling Date

Permits you to determine when the inspection 
took place, that there was some continuity in the 
inspection and between inspections



Type of Fish

Feral or Hatchery

There is always a risk when accepting fish come from an unprotected 
water source.  Unprotected water sources for fish can become infected 
at any time, significantly reducing the effectiveness of having a history 
of fish health inspections.  
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Findings

Findings are reported as the number 
of fish examined over the methods    

used and over the results

Abbreviations for pathogens

The number of fish examined determines if 
the statistically appropriate number of fish 

were sampled and tested
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Results are either positive (+) or negative (-) 
indicating the presence or absence of a 
pathogen in a sample.





The Family Tables in the NEFHC 
Guidelines identify which pathogens  

would be appropriate to test for those for 
fish in that family 

The pathogens required to be inspected for 
can change by family



Northeast Fish Health Guidelines for Fish Importation
Fish Family Tables 

There are tables for the following fish families:

Centrarchidae (e.g. bass)

Percichthyidae (e.g. stripped bass)

Salmonidae (e.g. trout, salmon)

Percidae (e.g. walleye, yellow perch)

Cyprinidae (e.g. minnows)

Esocidae (e.g. northern pike, muskellunge)

Ictaluridae (e.g. catfish)

Clupeidae (e.g. shad)



Writing an Importation Permit

� It is important that permit clearly provides the permittee 
what  they are permitted and not permitted to do

� It is important that the permit can be easily enforced

e.g. The permittee is only authorized to import these species, 
strains, number from this source on this date

e.g. The carrier of the fish must have in his possession:

A bill of laden from the source

The source, species, number of fish in each tank 

A copy of the importation permit

� What are the consequences of illegal fish importations

e.g. Suspension and revocation of permit, loss of fish



If you have questions when reviewing an importation permit, 
the following individuals can provide guidance:



The Following References can be found at:

http://www.state.me.us/ifw/fishing/health/index.htm

�New England Fish Health Guidelines

�Northeast Fish Health Committees Guidelines for Fis h importation

�Northeast Fish Health Committee Guidelines for Fish  Importation
Program for Implementation of Importation Guideline s


