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Mid-Summer Fishing Tips and an Update From Western Maine - Written by Dave Howatt,
Fisheries Biologist, Rangeley Lakes Region

The fishing in western Maine this summer has been very good, but now with warm water temperatures
in lakes and ponds, coldwater fish species will seek cooler thermal refuge. These conditions in most large §
lakes are easy to find as the fish simply have to go a little deeper into the water column. That's exactly
what anglers must also do to target salmon and trout. In the larger lakes, trolling with a downrigger or lead-core fishing
line is a popularly used method to get down into the 40-foot deep water where the fish will likely be suspended.

If fishing for brook trout or salmon, the Rangeley area is hard to beat. All the larger lakes contain trout and salmon and
have good public access. Lake trout anglers can go to Clearwater Pond in Industry, Embden Pond in Embden, Jim Pond
in Jim Pond Township, or Pleasant Pond in Caratunk to find some action. All these ponds are deep and contain healthy
populations of togue. Sewed-on bait or small streamer fly with a dodger are a couple of good tactics to try.

Bass are species that thrive in warmer water, so higher water temperatures are just what are needed to start them
feeding more aggressively. A favorite way to fish for smallmouths is the throw medium-sized spinners along rocky
shorelines; however, when bass are biting well almost any lure will work. A few great places to try for smallmouths are
Ellis Pond in Roxbury, Mount Blue Pond in Avon, and Wentworth Pond on Solon.

Another, sometimes overlooked, warmwater gamefish is the brown bullhead or hornpout, which is common in many
waters throughout Maine. Although they can be a little difficult to handle, with three sharp spines on the fins, they are
very good to eat and fun to catch. The best time to target hornpout is at night with a baited hook on the bottom. Bullheads
will have no trouble locating the bait in darkness, as it is their normal time to feed. Quality size hornpout - 12 inches and
larger - can be found in Fahi Pond in Embden, Norcross Pond in Chesterville, Wesserunsett Lake in Madison, and Wilson
Pond in Wilton just to name a few.

Our regional field work this summer so far has taken place on a variety of lakes and ponds throughout
western Maine. Most outings are to evaluate brook trout populations and fisheries in small ponds like Round
Pond, in Township E, Toothaker Pond in Phillips, and Dead Stream Pond in Moxie Gore. However, fish
sampling has also occurred at Loon Lake in Rangeley for landlocked salmon, Wilson Pond in Wilton for lake
trout, Crowell Pond in Chesterville for largemouth bass, and Lower Shaw Pond in T03 R04 BKP WKR for
- chain pickerel. A survey of Walton’s Mill Pond in Farmington was conducted for the first time and we found
| a population of largemouth bass present, a likely result of an illegal introduction upstream. The data from all
these surveys (and others) will be analyzed at the end of the year.
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On August 1, about 100 children and their families
enjoyed a successful first Family Field Day on Swan
Island.

Ages ranged from 4-67, with most of them being families
with children, parents and grandparents, making this a
family day for sure. Participants had all kinds of
experience levels, some had done these things before,

SWAN ISLAND some had never done them at all!
There were 13 different hands-on sessions at 6 different

time slots throughout the day, each with 8-20 participants.
Although dogs are not normally allowed on the Island, an exception was made for
demos by the North American Versatile Hunting Dog Association -- NAVHDA. The
Working Dog Demo session had no limit, and there ended up being 50 people signed
up to watch it at 2pm. Plus, the dogs ran around and entertained people all day long.
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Lots of instructors, volunteers and Island Staff helped everything run smoothly,
--A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL.
Kristina Paulhus, IFW Info/Education secretary, who registered all the participants and
took some great photos that day even got a chance to shoot a rifle, and proved that our
instructors know how to teach well!

OIFFIGE OF TTHE CONMMISSIONER

The Commissioner and staff administered 5 public hearings in July to solicit public input on the Department’s fishing
regulation proposals. The hearings were held in Presque Isle, Millinocket, Ellsworth, Farmington and Brunswick. The
Advisory Council will be discussing the proposal and public comments at Step 2 at their August meeting with the final
vote being taken in September.

RESEARGCHI& ASSESSMENT SECTION

Erynn Call, IFW raptor specialist, and Charlie Todd, IFW endangered
species coordinator, hosted the Eastern Golden Eagle Working Group
(EGEWG) in Rangeley during July 8 — 11. Thirty biologists ranging from
Quebec to Georgia attended. Topics included updates on the breeding
population centered in Quebec and Labrador, studies in wintering
locations from Maine to Alabama, and research in the primary migration
corridor along the Appalachian Mountains. EGEWG received the
national “Research, Management, and Partnership Award” from the
U.S. Dept. of Agriculture in 2013.

- Written by Charlie Todd, Biologist


http://www.maine.gov/ifw/education/swanisland/index.htm

MAINE WARDEN SERVICE

DIV A: Game wardens responded to a report of a female in diabetic shock
on the Saco River. She, along with a group of people was “tubing” a stretch
on river between Skelton Dam and Biddeford when she developed medical
complications. Wardens responded by boat from Biddeford, located her and
transported her to a waiting rescue unit farther down river.

DIV B: Warden Ross just returned home from Brandon, Manitoba Canada
after a two-week training on Problem Based Learning for Police. The
course was very extensive and required numerous hours of researching and
presentations. He is now certified to train Game Warden Training

Officers as part of our Warden Training Program. Also, Corporal Michelle
Merrifield and K9 Piper recently provided a K9 demonstration for summer
camp children to demonstrate how a Warden Service K9 follows scent of

a lost person.

DIV C: Game Warden Joe McBrine recently met with a landowner to see if
people obtained permission to dump building materials and wildlife animal
parts on his property. When it was determined the dumping was illegal, the
landowner gave Wdn. McBrine permission to place cameras on his property
for surveillance. Landowner complaints related to littering are a major
problem and are taken seriously by Maine’s game wardens.

DIV D: Game Warden Kyle Hladick provided photos of a common days work
this time of year in remote sections of northern Maine. Spotting scopes are
among the favorite tools utilized by game wardens to conduct surveillance
and apprehend intentional violators. Without the aid of these important
pieces of equipment many of our resources related violations, especially our
native brook trout populations, would go undetected. Shown here is a good
example of a common surveillance location and the images provided by
spotting scopes.

DIV E: Some nice weather over the last two weeks made for some good
boating activity on the Fish River Chain of Lakes. Game Warden Dave
Milligan spent many hours on Portage, St. Froid, and Long Lake.




