



HIT LEGAL WORKGROUP
MINUTES

June 6, 2011

Present:
Tom Bradley, Dev Culver, Dawn Gallagher, Jim Leonard, James Morrill, Jason Tankel 

Phone:
Carol Carothers, Sandie Parker, Phil Saucier, Matt Twomey 

Jim opened the meeting with a discussion of LD 1337, An Act To Ensure Patient Privacy and Control with Regard to Health Information Exchanges, in response to a concern raised by Tom Bradley that the version of LD 1337 sent out for review for today’s LWG discussion did not reflect the most recent amendments.  During this discussion Dev learned that the bill had been Passed to be Engrossed as Amended by Committee Amendment A and he was able to obtain a copy and distributed it to the workgroup.  
Jim then reviewed the agenda for today’s meeting emphasizing that enactment of LD 1331 & LD 1337 required further definition of health information exchange types, roles, data privacy obligations as well as establish criteria for acceptable use of data. 
The Workgroup agreed that it was not only important to clearly define the SDHIE and its role but the group thought these initiatives could help to increase public trust.  It was also agreed that setting boundaries on the data use would assure additional public trust.  Dev agreed that a discussion regarding data use as to what the Exchange does or doesn’t do / can and can’t do would be of value and noted that the policies also will drive this process.
Jim specifically noted that LD 1337 required additional responsibilities:

1) Provide and secure a website for patient access by 1/1/12.  The law requires that if site is incomplete then the SDHIE must present a status report to the Legal Work Group citing a projected implementation date on 1/1/12.

2) Develop an HIE informational packet for distribution to patients by the Provider at the time of initial contact. 

The group discussed having the packet reviewed by the Consumer Advisory Group prior to presentation to the Legal Work Group.
3) A review of SDHIE quality management processes. 
Dev noted that he saw this requirement as a validation process of:

1) security requirements; 

2) the framework to conduct internal audits; 

3) assuring proper allocation of resources; and
4) SDHIE’s adherence to and control over policies.

The workgroup agreed that the issues discussed today, 1) SDHIE definitions, 2) data use and data boundaries, and 3) the quality management plan would be assigned to the Legal Work Group Phase III.   

Tom Bradley suggested a look at the structure of the OSC / LWG relationship to assure OSC as the final authority may be in order.

Jim adjourned the meeting by inviting those who currently serve on the Legal Work Group to continue through Phase III.  He also polled the group as to their preference of meeting location and it was agreed that DHHS, 442 Civic Center Dr, Augusta was a central location.

Meeting adjourned at 4:10 PM.
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