The LWG comprises representatives from health systems, advocacy groups, and professional associations; brought together to address emerging legal issues raised by designing and implementing electronic Health Information Technology (HIT) and Exchanges (HIEs). First convened in 2009 by the Director of the Office of the State Coordinator of HIT (OSC), the LWG analyzes specific issues recommended for review by the OSC (and its designated groups), and develops recommendations to help guide the implementation of HIT and HIEs in the state of Maine, ensuring the privacy and security of health information in the context of Health Information Technology and HIEs.
The current LWG was convened in April 2012 to focus on three tasks:  
1.  What are the rights and responsibilities of a State-Designated Health Information Exchange?  

2. What are the appropriate secondary uses of the clinical data set (framework and policy of use, including barriers of including PHI in the health database)? 

3. What is the appropriate regulatory framework and oversight for the HIE and clinical data set?    

The first is defining what a State Designated Health Information Exchange (SDHIE) is including how an SDHIE differs from a non-SDHIE. Second, the LWG needs to identify the permissible secondary uses of clinical data that is collected or managed by a SDHIE.  Finally, the LWG will identify policy or technical changes necessary for allowing increased access to protected health information (PHI) contained in the State’s all-payor claims database while still respecting applicable privacy and security laws.
The results and conclusions of the LWG will ultimately help inform the decision making of the broader Chapter 109 (2011) work group.  (Also known as LD 1818 work group that arose from LD 1467.) The LWG work also feeds in to Health Information Technology Steering Committee (HITSC) for the Office of the State Coordinator. 
