Governor's Judicial Selection Committee

Personal Data Questionnaire

In answering these questions, please answer each question and place your answer immediately beneath in the space provided. If more space is needed, attach additional pages as necessary. Send in your completed questionnaire as soon as possible, as it is a prerequisite to consideration for the position.

Please state the judicial appointment in which you are interested.

1. Full Name

2. Office and home addresses, zip codes and telephone numbers. Present occupation (name of law firm, if applicable)

3. Date and place of birth: 
4. Are you a naturalized citizen? 
If so, give date and place of naturalization.
5. Family status: 
a. Are you married? 
If so, state the date of marriage. 
b. What is your spouse's occupation, if applicable? 
c. Names of your children, with age, address and present occupation of each.

d. Please indicate any family circumstances which could arguably have any negative bearing on your fitness to serve on the court: 
6. Have you had any military service? 
If so, give dates, branch of service, rank or rate, serial number, present status and type of discharge.  

7. List each college and graduate and law school you attended, including dates of attendance, the degrees awarded and their dates. If you left any institution without receiving a degree, state the reason for leaving.

8. List all courts in which you have been admitted to practice, with year of admission. Give the same information for administrative bodies which require special admission to practice.
.

9. Describe chronologically your law practice and experience after your graduation from 
law school, including:

a. Whether you served as clerk to a judge, and if so, the name of the judge, the court, and the dates of the period you were a clerk.  
b. Whether you practiced alone, and if so, the addresses and the dates.

c. The dates, names and addresses of law firms or offices, companies or governmental agencies with which you have been connected and the nature of our connection with each.  
d. Any other relevant particulars, such as law teaching experience, mediation, arbitration and the like.
10. What has been the general character of your practice, dividing it into periods with dates, if its character has changed over the years?

Describe the areas, if any, in which you have specialized: 
11. With respect to the last five years:


a. Did you appear in court regularly, occasionally or not at all?  If the frequency of your appearances in court has varied during this period describe the variance: 
 
b. What percentage of these appearances was in:

1. Federal Court: 
2. State Supreme Judicial Court: 
3. State Superior Court: 
4. State District Court: 
5. Other Courts:
6. Administrative hearings: 

c. What percentage of your litigation was: 

1. Civil: 
2. Criminal: 

d. State the approximate number of cases in courts of record you tried to verdict or judgment (rather than settled), indicating whether you were sole counsel, chief counsel, or associate counsel.
*For the purposes of this questionnaire, "appearance" should be construed to include any contested proceeding, including motions for injunctive relief, suppression of evidence, pre-trial conferences, and the like.

e. What percentage of these trials was:
1. Jury:
2. Non-jury: 
12. Summarize your experience in court prior to the last five years, indicating as to that


. period:
a. Whether your appearances in court were more or less frequent.


b. Any significant changes in the percentages stated in your answers to questions 11b, 11c, 


and 11e.

c. Any significant changes in the number of cases per year in courts of record you tried to verdict or judgment (rather than settled), as sole counsel, chief counsel, or associate counsel.


13. Describe briefly what you regard as the most significant litigated matter which you personally handled and give the citations, if the case was reported. Give a capsule summary of the substance of the case, and succinct statement of what you believe to be the particular significance of the case. Identify the party or parties whom you represented; and describe the final disposition of the case.

14. Have you ever held judicial office? 
a. If so, give dates and the courts involved.


b. As a judge have you participated in any proceeding in which you had stock or other financial interest in one of the parties of -the matter of controversy? If so, give particulars. Did you disclose that interest prior to the commencement of the trial?  

c. Have you as a judge, to the best of your knowledge and belief, complied with the applicable statutes and canons relative to such matters as were in force and applicable at the time? If not, give particulars.


d. While a judge, have you ever received any compensation from outside sources for any service rendered, including service for charitable or non-profit organizations. If so, give particulars.

e. Describe what you regard as the most significant opinion you have written.  

Give citations to any appellate review of such opinion.  
f. Describe what you regard as the most significant case at which you presided, either civil or criminal, including the number of days involved, the nature of the case and the types of rulings which you were called upon to make. Include in this answer details of any issue of exceptional public interest.  
15. Have you ever held public office other than judicial office? 
a. If so, give details, including the office involved, whether elected or appointed, 
and the length of your service, giving dates.  
b. If you have ever been an unsuccessful candidate for elective public office, please identify the office and the date.  

16. Since graduation from law school, have you ever been engaged in any occupation, business or professional, other than the practice of law, or holding judicial or other public office? , If so, give details, including dates. 
17. Are you now an officer or director or otherwise engaged in the management of any business enterprise?

a. If so, give details, including the name of the enterprise, the nature of the business, the title or other description of your position, the nature of your duties and the term of your service.


b. Is it your intention to resign such positions and withdraw from any participation in the management of such enterprises if you are nominated and confirmed? If not, give reasons.  

18. Have you ever been arrested, charged, or held by federal, state or other law enforcement authorities for violation of any federal law or regulation, state law or regulation, or municipal ordinance? 

If so, please provide details. Do not include traffic violations for which a fine of $100 or less was imposed, unless in the aggregate such fines have totaled more than $350 in the last ten years.  

19. Have you, or members and associates in your firm, to your knowledge, ever been under federal, state or local investigation for possible violation of a criminal statute?   If so, give particulars. (If you would prefer to discuss this confidentially with the Governor, please so indicate.) 

20. Has a tax lien or other collection procedure ever been instituted against you by federal, state or local authorities? If so, give particulars. (If you would prefer to discuss this confidentially with the Governor, please so indicate.)


21. Have you ever been sued by a client or been involved in a fee dispute procedure? If so, give particulars? 

22. Have you ever been a party or otherwise involved in any other legal proceedings. If so, give the particulars. Do not list proceedings in which you were merely guardian ad litem or stakeholder. Include all legal proceedings in which you were named as co-conspirator or a correspondent, and any grand jury investigation in which you figured as a subject, or in which you appeared as a witness.  

23. Have you ever been disciplined or cited for a breach of ethics or unprofessional conduct by, or been the subject of complaint to, any court, administrative agency, Attorney General, Board of Overseers of the Bar, bar association, disciplinary committee, or other professional group? If so, give the particulars.  


24. Please Note: If you would prefer to discuss your responses to questions 24a-e confidentially with the Governor, please indicate such in the space provided for the respective question(s).

a. How is your present health?  
b. When was your most recent physical examination? 

c. Are you currently receiving treatment for a physical illness or condition that likely would affect your ability to carry out the responsibilities of a judicial appointment? 
d. In the past ten (10) years have you received treatment for an alcohol and/or drug addiction?  
Are you currently receiving treatment for an alcohol and/or drug addiction? 
e. In the past ten (10) years; have you received treatment and/or been hospitalized for a major mental illness?  
.

Are you currently receiving such treatment?  

25. At your option, you may submit any legal article, book, brief or other legal writing which was the result of your personal work. (Please limit any such submission to no more than three samples.) 

26. List all bar association and professional societies of which you are a member and give titles and dates of any offices which you have held in such groups. List also chairmanships of any committees in bar associations and professional societies, and memberships on any committees which you believe to be of particular significance.


27. List all organizations other than bar and professional association of which you are or have been a member, including civic, charitable, educational, social and fraternal organizations.

28. You may, if you wish, indicate the names and addresses of firms and telephone numbers of no more than three attorneys whom you would suggest the Committee contact with respect to your application.


29. Have you participated in continuing legal education?  

If so, give particulars. 

30. List any honors, prizes, awards or other forms of recognition which you have received (including any indication of academic distinction in college or law school) other than those mentioned in answers to foregoing questions.  

31. If requested, are you willing to furnish a list of assets and liabilities and copies of your federal and state income tax returns for the past three years? (If you would prefer to make such disclosures directly to the Governor in confidence, please so indicate.)

32. The Legislature's Joint Committee on the Judiciary has typically asked a broad range of questions of our judicial nominees. Among the most common have been the following. We understand that the following issues may not be the most difficult or controversial now concerning the Judiciary, but they are among those we can reasonable expect from the Committee. Please write a very concise paragraph expressing your views on each of the following areas:

a. Your willingness to apply the law notwithstanding your personal disagreement with it.
.

b. Whether you recognize an obligation on the part of the court with respect to the legislative will.
c. Whether you would impose the death penalty if required by law.
d. Whether you believe there ought to be any structural changes in the court system.

e. Whether you believe all judicial proceedings ought to be open to the press and 
public.

f. How the system of justice in Maine might be improved.

g. Your position with respect to mandatory sentencing.

h. Your position with respect to releasing the names of juveniles and extending leniency to juveniles.
i. Your position with respect to remedies the court might impose on indigent criminal defendants unable to pay fines.

j. Your position with respect to remedies the court might impose on the indigent criminal defendants unable to pay fines.

33. State any other information which may reflect positively or adversely on you, or which you believe should be disclosed in connection with consideration of your nomination for a judicial position in the State of Maine.
Signature

Date

