






































































































































































































































































































































































        August 22, 2006 
 
        Michael D. Mowles Jr. 
        423 Ocean House Road 
        Cape Elizabeth, ME 04107 
Jean Ginn Marvin, Chairman 
State of Maine Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices 
135 State House Station 
Augusta, ME 04333-0135 
 
Re: Anne Jenness Complaint of 08/14/2006, Agenda Item #7 on 08/23/2006 
 
Dear Commissioner Marvin: 
 

I am writing you at the invitation of Jonathan Wayne to present a response to his 
letter to the Commission of August 16, 2006 and that of Anne Jenness from 08/14/2006. I 
agree with the Staff’s recommendation that no action should be taken on this issue as no 
laws, campaign or otherwise, have been broken.  Ms. Jenness’ complaint is bogus and her 
remarks about Cape Mortgage Co. (my place of employment) and me are false. It pains 
me to see these types of allegations bandied about.  Ms. Jenness and I are involved in a 
civil dispute, which out of respect for her I can only release limited details.  My response 
is intended to address two issues, first the complaint of Anne Jenness as regards the 
Maine Clean Election Act, and second as regards Anne Jenness as a client of Cape 
Mortgage Co.  

Regarding Anne Jenness and her candidacy seeking the Green Party Nomination 
to run in the General Election for State Representative; as Jonathan Wayne states in his 
letter, neither he nor the Commission’s Counsel can identify any violation of campaign 
finance laws in Ms. Jenness’ complaint. Ms. Jenness’ claims that she was encouraged to 
run for the Green Party Nomination to run for State Representative in district 121 in 
return for financial assistance is ridiculous and without substance.  As I explained to 
Jonathan Wayne, this whole complaint stems from Ms. Jenness’ attempts to avoid paying 
a debt and is an abuse of the legal system and of the Commission’s time. 

While campaigning door to door for the Republican Nomination to run for State 
Representative I ran into Ms. Jenness (a former client of mine) at her house, however 
because her three dogs were barking so loud I had to call her on my cell phone to hold a 
friendly conversation with her.  I realized from my walking sheet that she was a 
registered Green Independent. During our conversation she told me she was a fan of 
Ralph Nader’s and would be interested in helping the Green Party by running for the 
Green Party Nomination to State Representative as a “place holder”. As a favor to her, I 
put her in touch with Ben Chipman who I knew to be the Executive Director of the Maine 
Green Independent Party.  

Once she had collected her own signatures for her nomination papers she 
informed me that she needed them transported to Augusta, so as a personal favor to me, I 
asked State Representative Kevin Glynn to transport some paperwork for me to Augusta.  
When he arrived to transport the paperwork Ms. Jenness declined the offer and decided to 



take it to Augusta herself.  I have had no further conversations with Kevin Glynn or Ben 
Chipman with regards to Ms. Jenness’ candidacy for State Representative.    

As relates to the Maine Clean Election Act, I support Ms. Jenness’ right, as a 
registered voter, to seek her Party’s nomination and election to higher office.  Apparently 
Ms. Jenness properly registered as an official Candidate for the Green Party Nomination 
to run for State Representative in Cape Elizabeth; however she decided not to register as 
a Maine Clean Election Candidate and receive clean election funds for her campaign.   
Since Ms. Jenness and I are in different political parties we were not competing against 
each other in the June 13th Primary Election and her decision to run had no effect on my 
clean election funding.  Since a Democratic challenger had already announced her 
candidacy for the Nomination of the Democratic Party to run for State Representative in 
the Primary and General Election then the winner of the Republican Primary would 
already have an opponent in the General Election.  Thus Ms. Jenness’ candidacy would 
have had no effect on the Maine Clean Election Act funding of either of the other two 
candidates and thus no effect on this current year’s MCEA budget. 

Regarding Cape Mortgage Co., as a completely separate issue from her 
candidacy, after my initial conversation with Ms. Jenness, she later asked if I was 
interested in obtaining a refinance mortgage for her which I said I would attempt to do.  It 
would normally be a breach of our Privacy Policy to divulge the details of Ms. Jenness’ 
loan requests, however as Ms. Jenness has already breached that confidentiality Policy I 
will respond to the aspects of her financial matters which she has already made public but 
continue to leave private the other aspects of her financing. 

Every one of Ms. Jenness’ remarks about Cape Mortgage Co. and the supposed 
promises that were made to her are false and untrue.  The only true statement in her letter 
regarding Cape Mortgage Co. was that Ms Jenness did seek a $700,000+ refinance 
mortgage through Cape Mortgage Co. for her house near the ocean in Delano Park in 
Cape Elizabeth.  I categorically deny that there was ever any intention on my part or any 
discussion with Ms. Jenness that my attempt to obtain her a mortgage was in return for 
her becoming the Green Party Primary Candidate.  

Because she was a former client and based on her good credit and the high 
appraised value of her house, several weeks later I provided her with a personal bridge 
loan (until the refinance was complete) supported by a typed promissory note which was 
properly signed and notarized at her own bank. Unfortunately after two months of 
diligent work by Cape Mortgage Representatives, Ms. Jenness was turned down by over 
half a dozen national mortgage lenders.   

Two months ago my attorney discussed this bridge loan issue with William Lund 
of the Maine Department of Professional and Financial Regulation's Office of Consumer 
Credit Regulation and has been given directions on how to proceed with the proper 
collection of this debt.  This is now a civil dispute involving my attorney and Ms. 
Jenness’ attorney and is not a matter for the Commission on Governmental Ethics and 
Election Practices. Please feel free to contact me if you have any further questions.   

   
Sincerely, 

 
 

Michael D. Mowles Jr. 


