




























































































































































 

 

Carl Lindemann 
P.O. Box 74 

Austin, Texas 78767 
Phone 512-495-1511 
Email Carl@cyberscene.com 

 
May 26, 2009 
 
Dear Commission Chair Friedman, Commissioners Marsano, McKee, Thompson & 
Youngblood, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide this information regarding Agenda Item #2, the 
complaint against “Maine Leads”.  Unfortunately, I will be unable to appear at the 
meeting in person. Please accept my apologies for that. I have an unexpected personal 
matter that keeps me from being present. 
 
You may not know that I have two pending complaints against Maine Heritage Policy 
Center (MHPC) that had been scheduled for this month’s meeting. In the process of 
researching those, I discovered significant factual information that may inform this 
complaint against “Maine Leads”. In short, my research shows the following: 
 

1.) Mr. Lenardson’s previous testimony to the Commission regarding his PAC’s 
relationship to MHPC was misleading and untrue. His failings as a fact-witness 
necessitate that his testimony on this matter be sworn; 

2.) Mr. Lenardson himself raised the public policy issue regarding 501(c)4 abuses that 
justifies an investigation of “Maine Leads” activities now; 

3.) Mr. Billings’ statement regarding Mr. Bragdon’s status as a “paid employee” of 
“Maine Leads” is meaningless; 

4.) “Maine Leads” is apparently in violation of both state and federal regulations for 
public charity organizations. 

 
1.) Mr. Lenardson’s previous testimony to the Commission regarding his PAC’s 

relationship to MHPC was misleading and untrue. 
 
In his May 20 letter, Mr. Billings mentions that another of his client (MHPC) will have to 
address a complaint regarding its material false statements.  He fails to mention that Mr. 
Lenardson is mentioned specifically in that complaint. The following is drawn from my 
complaint to be taken up at the July Commission meeting.  
 

Taxpayerbillofrights.com was not involved in MHPC’s activities. 
 
At the December 20, 2006 meeting of the Commission, MHPC had Roy Lenardson speak 
on its behalf.  Lenardson was presented as a senior official of the taxpayerbillofright.com 
organization. Though it was not mentioned, Lenardson had been featured as senior  
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management of MHPC only months earlier, and may even have been receiving financial 
compensation from the organization at that time or not long before.   
 
At the meeting, Lenardson provided the following testimony: 
 
MR. ROY LENARDSON:  Uh, my name is Roy Lenardson.  And I was involved with the 
Taxpayer Bill of Rights.com PAC and I just simply wanted to, um, lay out what did—did occur, 
um, just to give you a little bit of perspective.  We had a little over 900 donors about—raised 
more than $400,000.  We maintain an office, website, phone numbers.  We hired staff, one full- 
time, two part-time.  We have about 250 active volunteers that regularly participated in what we 
did.  We hired TV ad producers, we produced six TV ads.  We hired a buyer for the TV ads.  We 
paid a designer and paid a mail house for the, um, mailings that we did.  We did several, uh, 
targeting mail features.  We paid a design shop for newspaper ads and placement.  We had our 
own treasurer who maintained all the bank records and transactions and specifically for the 
purpose, we did fund raising letters.  Um, and our staff and volunteers participated in more than 
100 debates and other speaking engagements.  From our perspective we were all about the 
campaign, um, and I just wanted to make it a little bit more clear while the activities of MHPC 
participating in forums is really interesting, uh, it was horrifying to people in the campaign 
because it was an endless chat and we were all about raising money to get TV, newspaper ads, 
and out to the public and the debates were touching but that wasn’t really what we found to be 
helpful for the campaign and… we did lose and I’m here celebrating that—  

(Transcript 12/20/2006 pgs 176-178) 
 
Lenardson’s testimony gives the false impression that taxpayerbillofrights.com did not 
work with MHPC in its efforts to carry out its activities as a speaker bureau for the 
TABOR campaign.  This posting at the “As Maine Goes” website on October 11, 2006 
shows this to be false: 
 

In my town, Mt. Vernon, one of my fellow Selectmen suggested that the  
Selectmen sponsor an informational forum on the Taxpayer Bill of Rights  
starring her friend Geoff Herman, who happens to be from Mt. Vernon. I  
immediately contacted Mary Adams to see if she could recommend someone  
to present the pro TABOR position at this forum and she put me in touch with  
Tarren Bragdon of the ME Heritage Policy Center. Mr. Bragdon was glad to  
appear on behalf of the Taxpayer Bill Rights. 

 
I would STRONGLY suggest that you also contact Mary Adams and let her know  
what is going on at Lakes Region High School. I also suggest that you contact the 
Superintendent of that school district and DEMAND a balanced presentation. You  
can reach Mary Adams by email at mga@tdstelme.net or by phone at (207) 924-3835… 

 
Bruce Inch, Selectman 
Town of Mt. Vernon 

  
In addition, documentation provided to the commission elsewhere show sadditional 
evidence of the partnership between Taxpayerbillofrights.org and MHPC to provide  
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speakers promoting TABOR. Mary Adams and Tarren Bragdon served side-by-side at 
numerous debates. Mr. Lenardson’s suggestion that these debates were “horrifying to 
the people in the campaign…an endless chat” is false and misleading. Since Mr. 
Lenardson has been less than forthright about his previous organization’s relationship 
to MHPC at the Commission, it is not appropriate to take his comments about his 
current organization at face value.  
 
2.) Mr. Lenardson himself raised the public policy issue regarding 501(c)4 

abuses that justifies an investigation of “Maine Leads” activities now; 
 
Also in his comments before the Commission on December 20, 2006, Mr. Lenardson 
made the following comments regarding possible abuses of other entities: 
 

MR. LENARDSON:  At this point—I just want to add just one quick thing that I would 
relate to that, having done PACs now for ten plus years, um, there is a trend that is 
coming down that we’re going to see more and more of and it’s the notion of the C-4, the 
527, all these different types of organizations that open up shop and pretend to be 
interested in one or two or three issues.  It’s on the right, whether it’s the guns, it’s on the 
left as well.  And I don’t think the current laws are capturing that and I—I’m very 
concerned about whether Kit’s group or Bill’s group, those are 501(c)(3)’s that contribute 
to the fabric of this  state and are important.  I think sort of getting dragged and trying to 
create this one size fits all from very real C-4 527 issues that you’re going to face 
increasingly, as especially in the ‘08 election cycle, versus the 501(c)(3) people that are 
going to be here year in, year out.  I think there’s a problem and I realize you’re starting 
to confuse state laws and federal laws and all the different designations but I—I think it’s 
an important distinction you’ve got to make as you guys deliberate just going down the 
road.  

(Transcript 12/20/2006 pgs 178-179) 
 
As Mr. Lenardson himself notes, there is a potential for abuse here, and the Commission 
would well carry out its mission to explore whether the existing laws are adequate.  
Given his prior stated interest in the public interest here, Mr. Lenardson should be open 
to an exploration of his entity’s practices.   
 

3.) Mr. Billings’ statement regarding Mr. Bragdon’s status as a “paid employee” 
of “Maine Leads” is meaningless; 

 
In his letter to Executive Director Wayne on May 20, Mr. Billings states that “Mr. 
Bragdon was a paid employee of Maine Leads only in February, March and April of 2008 
and again in December 2008 through March 2009.” Whether or not Mr. Bragdon was 
formally on the payroll, he had engaged in staff work “off the books”.  I have attached a 
receipt for certified mail signed by Mr. Bragdon on behalf of “Maine Leads” dated 
November 18, 2008. According to Mr. Billings, Bragdon was not a “paid employee” at 
the time.  In light of this evidence, it seems more appropriate to determine when Mr.  
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Bragdon carried out the activities of a “Maine Leads” employee, rather than to ask when 
he was formally on the payroll.   
 

4.) “Maine Leads” is apparently in violation of both state and federal regulations 
for public charity organizations. 
 

In 2008, after I had left Maine, I asked an associate to seek public information for  
“Maine Leads” – its application for 501(c)4 status and Form 990 tax return.  The certified 
receipt above confirms that Mr. Bragdon received that request addressed to Mr. 
Lenardson. According to IRS regulations, “Maine Leads” had 30 days to provide this 
public information.  The organization failed to respond and so is apparently in violation 
of its public reporting requirements – if, in fact, this entity has 501(c) 4 status.   
 
As of this morning, I also checked with the Maine Office of Licensing & Registration to 
see if “Maine Leads” had registered with them as is required for entities engaged in 
charitable solicitations in Maine. According to Marlene Mcfadden, there is no entity 
registered under “Maine Leads”. This is apparently in violation of state law. Mcfadden 
states that: 
 
All organizations soliciting the Maine public for contributions must be licensed with this office.  
 
While such possible violations of state and federal law are beyond the purview of the 
Commission, it may be of interest in that it might demonstrate a pattern of conduct that 
would be pertinent in this matter.  
 

*** 
 
Please note that I had only two hours to prepare this document.  I apologize for not being 
able to provide a more polished presentation.  I hope this information proves useful, and 
again, I  am sorry I am unable to present it in person.   
 
        Sincerely, 
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