Agenda
- Item #1



STATE OF MAINE
COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS
AND ELECTION PRACTICES
135 STATE HOUSE STATION
AUGUSTA, MAINE
04333-0135

To:  Commission Members
From: Jonathan Wayne, Executive Director
Date: October 9, 2008

Re:  Rep. Joshua A. Tardy’s Complaint against Jetfrey F. Miller
Rep. Jeffrey F. Miller’s Request to Investigate Rep. Tardy and Rep. Gifford

On September 29, 2008, Representative Joshua A. Tardy filed the attached complaint
regarding Democratic House candidate Jeffrey F. Miller. Mr. Miller is challenging the
Republican incumbent, Jeffery A. Gifford, in House District 12.

Rep. Tardy’s complaint alleges that Jeffrey Miller improperly used an endorsement from
the Sportsman’s Alliance of Maine (SAM). Jeffrey Miller submitted a response to the
complaint dated October 3, 2008. His response includes a request that the Commission
investigate whether Representatives Tardy and Gifford made a misleading and untrue
attack against him.

Complaint against Jeffrey F. Miller

Jeffrey Miller received the attached letter dated September 4, 2008 from SAM, which
informed him that he had received SAM’s highest grade of “A” for his candidacy. He
also received an August 22, 2008 letter from the Maine State Employees Association
(MSEA), which clearly endorsed him. '

Mr. Miller conveyed both letters to the Lincoln News, a weekly newspaper in his
community. On Thursday, September 25, 2008, the Lincoln News published an article
entitled “House District 12 candidate receives SAM endorsement.” The article states, in
error, that Jeffrey Miller had received a “key endorsement recently from the Sportsman’s
Alliance of Maine.” Mr. Miller is quoted in the article as stating: “That’s a big one.” In
fact, Rep. Gifford was endorsed by SAM, which is confirmed in SAM’s September 4
letter to the Representative.

Rep. Tardy’s complaint contends that Mr. Miller violated 21-A M.R.S.A. § 1014-A, That
provision is attached, and imposes two basic restrictions on candidates:

¢ A candidate may not use an endorsement unless the “endorser” has expressly
authorized its use.
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e The candidate’s communication must clearly and conspicuously state that the
candidate’s use of the endorsement has been authorized by the endorser.

The statute permits the Commission to assess a $200 penalty for a violation of the statute.
The penalty is not restricted to intentional violations.

From Rep. Tardy’s point of view, there may be at least two communications by Jeffrey
Miller which are potential violations:

(1) whatever oral or written communications Mr. Miller used to convey
the SAM letter and MSEA endorsement to the Lincoln News in which Mr.
Miller may have stated that he had been endorsed by SAM; and

(2) Mr. Miller’s statement that was quoted in the newspaper (“That’s a big
one”) which — if accurately attributed to him — may have been intended to
convey to the public that Mr. Miller had received an important
endorsement.

On September 29, 2008, T spoke to Jeffrey Miller about the filing of Rep. Tardy’s
complaint. That day, I e-mailed and mailed to him a copy of the complaint.

On the following morning, I spoke with Kevin Tenggren, the editor of the Lincoln News.
He said that he had just gotten off a telephone call with one of the candidates. He stated
that the inaccurate information in the September 25 article was due to an error he had
made. He said he would publish a correction in the next edition of the newspaper. 1 have
attached the correction in the October 2 edition of the newspaper, along with a cover
letter by Mr. Tenggren.

The fact that Mr. Tenggren takes responsibility for the error does not necessarily negate
the possibility that Mr. Miller may have stated erroneously that he received the SAM
endorsement. In Mr. Miller’s October 3, 2008 response to the complaint, he did not
describe the statements he made to the Lincoln News at the time he conveyed the SAM
and MSEA letters to the paper. The response also does not provide any clarification as to
whether his statement (““That’s a big one™) was intended to convey to the public that he
had received an important endorsement.

'As background information, please be aware that in 2006, the Commission found that a legislative
candidate, Michael Mowles, violated 21-A M.R.S.A. § 1014-A and assessed him a penalty of one dollar.
Mr. Mowles obtained legal representation from the Maine Civil Liberties Union (MCLU), and appealed the
Commission’s determination to the Maine state courts. He argued that the statute violates his First
Amendment rights of political speech. The suit is currently under consideration by the Maine Supreme
Judicial Court. The Commission’s counsel can provide you with an update concerning this litigation.



Jeffrey Miller’s Request to Investigate Representatives Tardy and Gifford

In Mr. Miller’s October 3, 2008 response, he expresses that Representatives Tardy and
Gifford have made a misleading and untrue attack against him. He requests that the

- Commission investigate whether Rep. Tardy and Rep. Gifford violated paragraphs 3, 4
and 7 of the Maine Code of Fair Campaign Practices which they filed in January 2008.
It is important to note that Rep. Gifford did not join in Rep. Tardy’s September 29, 2008
complaint. While Rep. Gifford may have approved of the complaint, it does not include
any statements by him regarding Jeffrey Miller. '

As you have discussed in recent meetings, the Legislature has not authorized the
Commission to take any action against candidates who violate the Maine Code of Fair
Campaign Practices. Nevertheless, the Commission is a forum at which concerned
citizens may raise concerns about campaign conduct that may violate the code.

Thank you for your consideration of this memorandum.



21-A M.R.S.A. § 1014-A. Endorsements of political candidates

1. Definition. For purposes of this section, "endorsement” means an
expression of support for the election of a clearly identified candidate by methods
including but not limited to the following: broadcasting stations, newspapers,
magazines, outdoor advertising facilities, direct mails or other similar types of
general public political advertising or through computer networks, flyers,
handbills, bumper stickers and other nonperiodical publications.

2. Authorization. A candidate may not use an endorsement unless the
endorser has expressly authorized its use. The communication must clearly and
conspicuously state that the endorsement has been authorized. If applicable, the
communication must also satisfy the requirements of section 1014. ‘

3. Civil forfeiture. A candidate who uses an endorsement without the
authorization of the endorser violates this section and is subject to a civil
forfeiture of no more than $200.

4. Enforcement. The full amount of the forfeiture is due within 30 days of the
commission's determination that an endorsement has been used without the
endorser's authorization. The commission is authorized to use all necessary
powers to collect the forfeiture. If the full amount of the forfeiture is not collected
within the 30 days after the commission has determined that a violation of this
section has occurred, the commission shall report to the Attorney General the
name of the person who has failed to pay. The Attorney General shall enforce
the violation in a civil action to collect the full outstanding amount of the forfeiture.
This action must be brought in the Superior Court for the County of Kennebec or
the District Court, 7th District, Division of Southern Kennebec.



House Republican Team
P.O. Box 5629
Augusta, ME 04332

RAAINE ETHICS COMMISSION ©

Mr. Jonathan Wayne, Exccutive Director

Commission On Governmental Ethics and Election Practices
135 State House Station

Augusta, ME 04333-0135

Dear Mr. Wayune

Please accept this letter as my formal complaint that House District 12 candidate
Jeff Miller has improperly used a SAM endorsement iu violation of 21-A MRSA
lo14-A.

By way of background, Mr. Miller's oppouent received the endorsement froa SAM.
I’ve epclosed that letter for your review. It is iy opinion that Mr. Miller has either
intentionally misled or failed to correct the Lincoln News from incorrectly reporting
on SAM’s endorsement decision. I’ve enclosed the article in question for your
review as well. ' '

1t is my understanding that this will appear on the October 17 commission agenda.

Sincerely,

;,L\.*% A «5&-

Joshua A. Tardy
House Republican Team

Enclosures



_ 205 Church Hill Road, Augusta, Maine 04330
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The Honorable Jeffery Gfford
346 Frost Street
Lincoln Center, Maine 04457

Dear MM

Congramlations! The Sportsman’s Alliance of Maine Political Action Committee (SAM
PAC) has endorsed your candidacy for the Maine Legislature. W appreciate your interest in
SAM’s endorsement and the time you put into our lengthy questionnaire. :

SAM PAC’s grades and endorserents arc based on responses to the survey, on the
records of incumbents, and on our knowledge of the race and-candidates. We follow a policy that
favors incumbent legislators who have done a good job for the sportsmen of Maine. They always
get the endorsement, even if the challenger gets a good grade from SAM.

SAM PAC’s Board of Directors awarded grades and discussed and voied.on all

“endorsements at a meeting on Scptember 2. In addition to the endorsement, you received a grade
of A. We will publicize your cndorsement in our election issue of SAM News that goes 1o all

‘meImbers. ,
You have permission to use SAM PAC’s endorsement in campaign literature, press

releases, and other material. We encourage you to do a mailing to licensed sportsmen in your
district, letting them know of your SAM PAC endorsement and your commitiment to our cutdeor
teritage. We would appreciate receiving a copy of any literature or news clips that mention oug
endorsement. Good luck! '

Sincere

George A. Smith
Executive Direclor

N~

"WE ARE THE CONSERVATIONISTS”
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House District 12 candidate

receives SAM endorsement

By Kevin Tenggren

LINCOLN — House of Repre-
sentatives District 12 candidate
JefTMiller received a key endorse-
menl  recently  from  the
Sportsman’s Alliance of Maine,

“That's a big one,” Mi said
recently regarding :,F m>§
dorsement.

“The Sporlsman’s Alliance of
Maing Political Action Commiltee
(SAM PACY has awarded our high-
est grade of A for your candidacy
in the Maine Legislature,” said
SAM Executive Director George
Smith in aletier to Miller.

Sam PAC’s grades and endorse-
menls are based on responses 1o 4

survey candidates submit, the
records of incumbents, and the
knowledge of the candidates.

AN endarsement is awarded (o

nonincumbents only when we
have a great ‘'deal of personal
knowledge about the candidaic
and race,” the letter states, “Al-
though this was not the case in

"your race, the fact that you were

twarded our highest grade indi-
cutes to our members, and o;:wﬂ
sporismen,. thal you are a good
choice for sportsmen.”

Miller, a Democrat, 1s woofzm to
ungeat current Republican incum-
bent Jetf Gifford wha is serving his
first term in-the House.

Miller was alsorecently endorsed
by the Maine State Employees As-

sociation Local 1989 Service In- -

ternaitonal Union,
“We belisvethat you best repre-

--sent our, memberg’ concerns and

understand theirissues,” a leter of
endorsement from that union’s
president Bruce Hodson said.

Wonderjam '08 this weekend

LINCOLN — Musicians wili
gatherin Linco In this Sarurday for
Wonderiam ‘08, a music, peace
and alteruative crergy festival,
The vvent is being held on the
Phinney Fars Road and its goal is
to spread “eonsciousness in the
oem of alternative )
music and ar,’ ac-
cording oo yer sent 10 the Line
coln News

energy knowl-

WLopeace,

Barticimaling in

Fortland, the Lincoln.peace group
and the Maine Democratic Parly,
Vendors are also welcome to par-
ticipate including artists and
crafiers or entreprencurs who
would fike to show off their wares,
Dogs are welcome only if they
are triendly. Attendees areencour-
aged 1o hring their own f{ood

beverages. There will also be 2

vendor on site offering food but it

will b fimitiedd

Omﬁ%oéb@. associati
CONCerns o<@H taxes, turbines with

By Ch ris Unmmn‘w

BURLINGTON —= Concerns
about taxes, wind tyrbings and
ather matters prompted 4 member
of  the' Madagascal Lake

"Campowners Associution to meet

with selectmen on Mongday right.

One concern centered on in-
creased property assessmenls for
the lake, resulting in higher tax

bilis.

Thé town' 5 Ex rate AnEm:w
dropped from 2008 to-2009, ex-
plained First Selectman. Dennis
Kingman, in part because of a re-
valuation of lakefraat property on
Madagascal,

Saponic lakes, -

:ﬁﬁawozq got é_Enrnu out of
it," he said.

The town is alsorequired o value
property as close to'its-actual value
as possible, added mn_nn:z@:mn:,
Turner, or the town could face a
loss of state subsidy or otherhits.

Burlington is-also develaping &
tax increment finance district
around First Wind's proposed 40

E:a furbine arcoHOﬁan:n in four

AL WS, "

Michael Woods of ?.o
campewners association asked
the hoard, or the public, éo.:E

Good Time
Productions

Escutarsis and.

“time on lot sevan

RASINE £ THI

rmfw a chance to vote on the
project..

Kingman said that ﬁcEF hear-
ing would be held on'the TIF pro-
posal, but the town’s hands were
maostly ticd regarding the biilding
of the turbines themselives, as those
decigions are left in the hands of
state and federal regulators,

Wocds said that concerns have
been expressed by assosiation
members about the visual impact

‘of the turbines ¢nd the noise level

of the Bm.n.rw:om
.:ﬁrmﬂ.n § concern that (First
Wind) has not done 4 (noise) study

~over water,” he said. “The nolse

level changes aver water. We may
hear that like it's in our back yard.
That would be unacceptable.”

Selectmen also spent time talk-
ing about hacvesting on some of
the town’s lots.

Selectman Qm_‘.mgno Bearce said
thal ha had recantly spent some
in recent days
and urged the bourd to-hold off
cutling on that particuiar lo! for a
few more years, which would al-
low the town to reap the maximom
price.

..ﬁ_a_.@_m a lot of really nice pine
in there,” Bearce ssid, "It needs
about anather 10.20 years belore

10n 9,05@9. expresses

selectmen

it needs (o be cut.”

The board eventually Yecided to
talk aboul lat seven at another
meeting.

The town has also met with State
Sen: Richard Rosen of Bucksport
wha represents Burlingion, regurd-
ing a proposed bill that would al-
fow towns to be able to leavé
school districts, a right that was
eliminated when _6 state's con-
solidation fnw was passed.

“We need to make a move,” he
said, “We have gained nothing in
the lust three years,”

Aseries of cliarts was handed o
atthe mecting, showing the tow,
three assessments o SAD #31. T
tewn is paying $329,620.57 o
year, an increase of about $27,u
over the previous year, and pa
about 89,100 for each ofits 36 5
denis in the district, high
SAD #31 towns, i

Also, the town has yet o h
back from stale edycatior offici
on leters sent on the boand's
balt urging Bducation Cofme
sioner Susan CGendron 't §ir
firm und ash Druce Hallen
Howland to repay moncy he
cetved as constrnction projeet
aison while on the SAD #11 o
and reparding the districrs
audu, Bearce s

)

st amg

5 il

_ Lhinh Dowfavmnanea Blae Calan



STATE OF MAINE
COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS
AND ELECTION PRACTICES
135 STATE HOUSE STATION
AUGUSTA, MAINE
04333-0135

September 29, 2008

By E-Mail and Regular Mail
Jeffrey F. Miller

P.O. Box 642

Lincoln, ME 04457

Dear Mr. Miller:

As I advised you by telephone, the Ethics Commission received this afternoon the
attached complaint by Representative Joshua A. Tardy. It alleges that you improperly
used an endorsement of the Sportsman’s Alliance of Maine (SAM) in violation of 21-A
MR.S.A. § 1014-A. It refers to an article in the September 25, 2008 edition of the
Lincoln News entitled “House District 12 candidate receives SAM endorsement.” Rep.
Tardy has provided a letter from SAM endorsing your opponent. For your information, I
have attached a copy of 21-A M.R.S.A. § 1014-A. It forbids candidates from using an
endorsement unless the party making the endorsement has provided its expressed
authorization.

The Commission will hear the cornplaint' at its next meeting on Friday, October 17, 2008
at 1:00 p.m. Please reply to the complaint with a signed letter explaining:

- whether you received the endorsement of SAM,

- whether you have held yourself out to the public as having received SAM’s
endorsement, and

- how the September 25, 2008 article in the Lincoln News came about.

In your response, it would be helpful if you could include the letter you received from
SAM which 1s quoted in the Lincoln News article.

If possible, please submit the signed letter no later than 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday,
October 8. It would be fine to submit the letter by facsimile, and our fax number is 287-
6775. If that deadline is not feasible for you, please let me know and we can work out a

new deadline.

This is also to request that you participate in the Commission’s October 17 meeting by

telephone or in person in Augusta. The agenda for the October 17 meeting will inciude a
number of matters. If you prefer to participate by telephone, the Commission will be able
to telephone you on the afternoon of October 17 when it is ready to begin considering the

OFFICE LOCATED AT: 242 STATE STREET, AUGUSTA, MAINE

: WEBSITE: WWW.MAINE.GOV/ETHICS
PHONE: (207) 287-4179 FAX: (207) 287-6775



Jeffrey F. Miller
September 29, 2008
Page 2

complaint. If you wish to appear in person, the meeting will be held in Room 208 of the
Burton M. Cross Office Building, 111 Sewall Street in Augusta (next to the State House).
Please telephone me at 287-4179 to confirm whether you will be able to participate
by telephone or in person.

If you have any questions, please telephone me at 287-4179. Thank you.

Sincerely,
B

" i
—— ﬂgg_b_}/—

Jonathan Wayne
Execcutive Director

ce: Hon. Joshua A, Tardy
Hon. Jeffrey A. Gifford
Kevin Tenggren, Editor, Lincoln News
George A. Smith, Sportsman’s Alliance of Maine
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MAINE ETHICS COMIMSSION
Jonathan:

Enclosed you will find a copy of the Lincoln News with the correction about the SAM
endorsement and Jeff Miller. As I said in our conversation on the telephone, Mr. Miller had noth-

ing to do with the error that I had made.

In my opinion, the Republicans have made a big deal out of a simple error and perhaps they
should be answering to the Commission for pursuing this especially when I told the minority
‘leader who contacted me that it was an error I had made and he simply shrugged it off. -

Kevin Tenggren

47
[ Gz
Publisher/Editor
" Lincoln News

PO Box 35, 78 West Broadway. Lif"ﬁCO_‘(n, Maine 04457 7 pha207.794.6532 [ £ 207.7942004 / wwwlincnews.com [/ emaif: lincnews@midmaine.com
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Correction

LINCOLN ~— Last week. we incorrectly stated that District 12
House of Representatives candidate Jeft Miller was endorsed by
the Sportsman’s Alliance of Maine. He was not. He did receive a
orade A rating by SAM. The incumbent that he is running against, -
District 12 Rep. Jeff Gitford of Lincoln, received the SAM endorse-
ment. We apologize for our error.”




207-794-8622 : D.2

Jeffrey F. Miller
| Democratic Candidate
cowgmerns  House of Representatives, District 12
" PO Box 642, Lincoin, ME 04457

794-4752
Octoher 3, 2008
State of Maine
Commission on Governmental Affairs
and Election Practices
135 State House Station

Augusta, ME 04433-0135
| Att: Jonathan Wayne, EXecutive Director
Dear Mr. Wayne,

Firstly may | preface by saying that [ appreciate the valuable work
that your Commission does in maintaining “clean elections” for the
State of Maine. o - :
That being said, and to the point, | am in receipt of your letter dated
September 29, 2008, stating that a complaint was filed with the |
Commission by Representative Joshua A. Tardy alleging that |, In his
opinion, * Has either intentionally misled or failed to correct the
Lincoln News from incorrectly reporting on SAM’s endorsement
decision” and that ] am in violation of 21-A M.R. S.A.,1014A,

Fact#1, | did receive a letter from SAM signed by Executive Director,
George Smith that ] was awarded their highest grade of A for my
Candidacy to The Maine Legislature (copy enclosed) and that | have
their permission to use SAM PAC’s Grade in my campaign literature,
press refeases, and other material.

Fact# 2, | sent a copy of this letter afong with another letter,(copy
enclosed) to the Lincoln News that | received from the Maine State
Empioyees Association,SEIU Lo cal 1989 by their Board of Directors
endorsing my candidacy for the Maine House of Representaiives,
signed by Bruce Hodsdon, President.

cont. Page 2-



T UG UBUs IUZ /] Back VWoods Post and Beam 207-794-8622 p.3

page 2-

Fact # 3, I did contact Kevin Tengren, the Editor of The Lincoln News

as soon as possible after | read the mistake in the paper. Mr. Tengren

assured me he would print a correction and said it was his mistake.
 He also stated that He had spoke to you that day.

Further, I'd jike fo point out that this newspaper, The Lincoln News, is
2 hometown newspaper that is only prinfed once a week and available

 to the pubic either ‘Wednesday PM at their office or Thursday AM on
the local news stfands. - .

As to Rep, Tardy’s allegation that [ “intentionally misled” | believe
that the facts speak for themseives. - | o

As fo Rep. Tardy_’s Aflegation that ! “ failed to correct The Lincoin
News from incorrectly reporting”, again the facts speak for
themseives. : - " "

I'would like to further stafe that | would be happy to participate by |
telephone on the Afternoon of October 17.

As a Candidate for public office , it was requested that I signa
statement with The Commission, SUBCHAPTER 5, MAINE CODE OF
FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES. 21A,1101 . | gladly and without
hesitation signed the letter | hold myself and my campaign to these
standards.

To conclude, and in light of the fact that Rep. Tardy and Rep Gifford
found the necessity to file this misleading, untrue, and deforming
affack against me, | have to question and now do formally request

~ that The Commission Investigate the fact, and in my opinion, that
bath Rep. Gifford and Rep. Tardy are in violation of- SUBCHAPTER V,
Mafine Code of Fair Campaign Practices, 21A, 1101, section 2,
paragraphs, 3,4, and 7.

cont, Page 3-
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page 3-

Mt is with hopes that The Commission can take up this matter in its
entirety on October 17. :

Please mform me at your earliest opportunity as to the above.

Sincerely,

%/M

e reyF Mitler
Democeratic C nd.date'
District 12

- House of Representatives

JFM/me
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205 Church: Hil Road, Augusta, Maine 0433¢
Telephone (207) 622-5503 Fax (207) 622-5596 E-mail: members@samcef.org

Sepfember 4. 2008

Mr. Jeffrey Miller
PO Box 642 -
Lincoln, Mame 04457

Dear Mr. I\/El—ler .

Ccngratulatlonsl The Sportsman s Alliance of Maine Pohtlca} Action Committee (SAM
PAC) has awarded our highest grade of A for your candidacy to the Maine Leg[alamra We
appreciate the time you put into our lengthy questionnaire.

SAM PAC’s grades and endorsemnents are based on responses to the survey, on the
records of incumbents, and on our knowledge of the race and candidates. We follow 2 policy that
favors incumbent legislators who have done a good job for the sportsmen of Maine. They a]ways
get the endorsement, even if the challenger gets a good grade from SAM.

An endorsement is awarded (o nonincumbents only when we have a great deal of
personal knowledge about the candidate and race. Although this was not the case in your race,

© . the fact that you were awarded our highest grade indicates to our members, and other sportsmen,
that you are a good choice for sportsmen.

SAM PAC’s Board of Directors awarded grades and discussed and voted on all
endorsements at a meeting on September 2. We wﬂl publicize your grade in our election issue of
SAM News that goes to all members.

You have permission to use SAM PAC’s grade in campaign lterature, press releases, and
other material. We encourage you to do a mailing to licensed sportsmen in your district, letting
them know of your SAM PAC grade of A and your commitment to our outdoor heritage. We
would appreciate receiving a copy of any literature or news chps that mention SAM.

Good Juck!

Sincerely,.*

#George A. Smith
Executive Director

"WE ARE THE CONSERVATIONISTS”
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BRUCE L HOZSDON

Fresident

GINETTE M. RIVARD

V'ee Presiden:

TIMGTHY L BELCHER |

Zxetumee Diretior

- MAINE STATE EMPLOYEES
ASSOCIATION, LOCAL 1989
SERVICE EMPLOYEES
INTERNATIONAL UINION

PO. BOX 1072
65 Srae Stree:
Augusia, ME 04332-1072
207-622-3157

1-800-452-8794

Fax: 207-623-4914
TOR: 207-623-7549
TOD 18003212624

fiseaseiL@mseasei.ong
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Back Woods Post and Beam

August 22, 2008

Jeffrey Miller
P.O.Box 642 .
Lincoln, ME 04457
Dear Mr. Miller,

On behalf of the Maine State Employees Association-SETU Local

- 1989, we are pleased to inform you that our Board of Directors has

endorsed your candidacy for Maine House of Representatives for District
12. . 7 N -

We believe that you best represent our members’ concerns and
understand their issues, Information will be provided to every MSEA-
SEIU member in your district regarding our endorsement of your
candidacy prior te Election Day, November 4™ 2008. Our newspaper, the
Maine Stater will also be sent to our entire membership listing our
endorsed candidates, o

The stakes have never been higher for Maine and our nation.
MSEA-SEIU is committed to maki g a difference for our members and alf
working families this fall. :

If you have any guestions regarding our endorsement process, or
inquiries as to how we can Support your campaign, please contact our

Political and Legislative Director, Mary Anne Turcwski at 1-800-457-
8794 or 622-3151. ' '

Congratulations and good luck in your campaign efforts.

Sincerely,
T~

bfw ‘q@‘o@aﬁaﬂ

Bruce Hodsdon
President

BH/ds



© 2008 Election Year= = =
= COMMISSFON ON (GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS AND ELECTION PRACTICES
Mail: 135 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333
Office: 242 State Street, Augusta, Maine

Website: www.maine.gov/ethics
- Phone: 207-287-4179
Fax: 207-2B7-6775

2008 MAINE CODE OF FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES
(21-A M.R.S.A. § 1101(2))

I shall conduct my'campaign and, to the extent reasonably possible, insist that my supporters
conduct themselves, in a manner consistent with the best Maine and American iraditions,
discussing the issues and presenting my record. and policies with sincerity and candor,

[ shali uphold the right of every qualified voter ic free and equal partncrpa’non in lhe efectlon
process.

[ shall not participate in and [ shall condemn defamation of and other attacks on any opposing
candidate or party that | do not believe to be truthful, provable and relevant to my campaign.

1 shall not use or authorize and | shall condemn material relating to my campaign that falsifies,
misrepresents or distorts the facts, including, but not limited to, malicious or unfounded
accusations creatmg or exp[o:tmg doubts. as to the morality, patriotism or motivations of any

party or candidate.

I shall not appeal to and | shall condemn appeals fo prejudices based on race, creed, sex or
national origin.

| shall not practice and | shall condemn practices that tend to corrupt or undermine the system
of free election or that hamper or prevent the free expression of the will of the voters.

i shall promptly and publicly repudiate the support of any individual or group that resorts, on
behalf of my candidacy or in opposition to that of an opponent, tc methods in violation of the
letter or spirit of this code.

|, the undersigned candidate for election to public office in the State of Maine, hereby voluntarily
endorse, subscribe to and sclemniy pledge to conduct my campaign in accordance with the
above principles and practices.

Y oy

Date - : /Cérfdndate“s Signature

A-/\'\. f' / .
G Lo FTo oA
‘I"f;f':;:': S f/!u“- //" __J,/,'/!' f/ 7U //"’ &
Office Sought a'ld District : Printad Namé '

Rev. L7707




2008 Eilection Year T
COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS AND ELECTION PRACTICES

Mail: 135 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333
Dffice: 242 State Street, Augusta, Maine

Wetbsite: www.maine.gov/ethics
Phone: 207-287-4179
Fax: 2072876775

2008 MAINE CODE OF FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES
(21-A M.R.S.A. § 1101(2)) '

| shall conduct my campaign and, to the extent reasonably pOSSib|e ‘insist that my supporters

conduct themseives, in @ manner consistent with the best Maine and American traditions,

discussing the issues and presenting my record and policies with sincerity and candor. .

| sha!i uphold the right of every qualified voter to free and equal partlmpatson in the election

process.

| shall not participate in and | 'shall condemn defamation of and other attacks on any opposmg
candldate or party that | do not believe to be truthful, provable and re!evant to my campaign.

| shall not use or authonze and 1 shall condemn mater;al refating to my campaign that falsifies,
misrepresents or distorts the facts, - including, but not limited to, malicious or unfounded
accusations creating or explo:t;ng doubts as to the morahty, patriotism or motlvatlons of any
party or cand;date

| shall not appeal to and 1 shall ccndemn appea]s to prejudices based on race, creed, sex or ‘

naticnal origin.

I shall not practloe and | shall condemn practices that tend to c:orrupt or undermine the system

“of free election or that hamper or prevent the free expression of the will of the voters.

I shalt promptly and publlcly repudiate the support of any individual or group that resorts, on

behalf of my candidacy or in opposition fo that of an opponent, to metheds in violation of the

letter or spirit of this code.

[, the undersigned cahdidate for election to public office in the State of Maine, hereby voluntarily
endorse, subscribe to and solemnly pledge to conduct my campaign in accordance with the
above principles and practices. :
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ADDITIONAL MATERIALS

STATE OF MAINE TItem: 1
COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS October 17, 2008
AND ELECTION PRACTICES ’

135 STATE HOUSE STATION
AUGUSTA, MAINE

04333-0135
October 16, 2008
By E-Mail
Rep. Jeffery A. Gifford Rep. Joshua A. Tardy
346 Frost Street PO Box 381
Lincoln Center, ME 04457 Newport, ME (4953

Dear Representatives Gifford and Tardy:

The Ethics Commission staff telephoned Jeffrey Miller today to discuss logistics for his
telephone participation in tomorrow’s meeting. He advised us that he would like the
members of the Commission to consider three advertisements in the Lincoln News which
he believes attacks his character, as part of his request that the Commission investigate
whether you have violated the Maine Code of Fair Campaign Practices. We just received
copies of the three advertisements by facsimile, and they are attached to this letter.

The Commission is now within a 28-day period in which it is required to meet “within
one calendar day of the filing of any complaint or question with the commission.” (21-A
M.R.S.A. § 1002(1)) Accordingly, I will be providing copies of the three advertisements
to the members of the Commission for their consideration at tomorrow’s meeting.

I apologize for the late notice, but the staff just received the three advertisements and we
are acting in conformity with the one-day requirement in the statute. Please telephone me

at 287-4179 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Jofjathan Wayne
Executive Director

cc: Jeffrey Miller (by e-mail)

OFFICE LOCATED AT: 242 STATE STREET, AUGUSTA, MAINE

WEBSITE: WWW.MAINE,.GOV/ETHICS
PHONE: (207) 287-4179 FAX: (207) 287-6775
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October 17, 2008
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