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November 14, 2006

State of Maine ‘
Cotrimission on Governmental Ethics
And Election Practices

135 State House Station

Augusta, ME 04333-0135

To Whom It May Concern:

On October 16, 2006 I received notice of a penalty filed against Opportunity Maine, for
late filing of the Qctober Quarterly PAC report. I request that the Commission make
final determination of this penalty, based upon extenuating circumstances in filing this
Teport. :
. On October 10, 2006, I experienced some computer problems as I attempted to
file the October Quarterly report. The computer I was using at the time was an Apple,
and although T wag able to sign into the Maine Campaign Finmmce system using the
Apple’s web browser, [ was unable to access any of the menu features or on-screen
buttons. After making several attempts to file the report with the Apple computer, I went
and found another computer with which I was able to access and file the report. The
report was filed at 5:07 pm, 7 minutes after the deadline,

Thank you for your consideration in this rnattcr.

Sincerely,

Jeremy J. Collctte
Treasurer
- Opportunity Maine PAC
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S8TATE OF MAINE
COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS
AND ELECTION PRAQTICES
135 STATE HOUSE STATION
AUGUETA, MAINE
04333-0135

October 12, 2006

Jeremy Collette, Treasurer
Opportunity Maine

P.O. Box 842

Portland, ME 04104

Dear Mr. Collette:

You filed the October Quarterly campaign finance report at 5:07 p.m. on 10/10/06 that was dye by 5:00
p.m. A penalty must be assessed for late reports based on the amaunt of financial activity conducted during the
filing period, the number of calendar days a report is filed late, and the PAC’s filing record. Based on the
prescribed statutory formula, the preliminary determination of the penalty for the late filing of your report is
$105.70. Please refer to the enclosed penalty matrix for more details on how the penalty is computed.

I you have a reason for filing late, you may request the Commission to malke a final penalty
determination. Any request for 2 Commission determination must be made within 10 calendar days of receipt
of this notice, beginming on the day you sign for receipt. If this notice has beey refused or left unclaimed at the
post office, the 10-day period begins on the day the post office indicates it has given first notice ofa certified
letter. Upon receipt of your request for a Commission determination, we will schedule you to appear and will
notify you of the date and time of the next Commission meeting. You or a person you designate may then
appear personally before the Commission or you may send a written statement for the Commission’s
constderation. A statement must be notarized and contain a full explanation of the reason vou filed late.
Statements should be sent to the address shown on this letterhead. The Commission will notify you of the
disposition of your case within 10 days after its determination.

Please note that the Commission may waive the penalty in whole or in part if it determines the fajlure to
file a timely report was due' to mitigating circumstances. “Miti gating circumstances’ means 1) a valid
emergency of the committee treasurer determined by the Commission, in the interest of the sound :
administration of justice, to warrant the waiver of the penalty in whole or in part; 2) an error by the Commission
staff, or 3) other circumstances determined by the Commission that warrant mitigation of the penalty, based
upon relevant evidence presented that a bona fide effort made to file the report in accordance with the statutory
requirements, including, but not limited to, unexplained delays in postal service.

Sincerely,

¥ &
! ., . y

Martha Demeritt
PAC Registrar

Enc.: PAC Penalty Matrix & Billing Statement

OFFICE LOCATED AT: 243 STATE STREET, AUGUETA, MAINE
WEBRITE: WWW MAINEGOV/ETHICS

PHON®: (207) 287.4175 : FAX: (207) 287.6%75
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STATE OF MAINE
COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS
AND HELECTION PRACTICES
135 STATE HOUSE STATION
AUGUSTA, MAINE
04333-0135

QOctober 12, 2006

Teremy Collette, Treasurer
Opportunity Maine

P.O. Box 842

Portland, ME 04104

The Commission staff has made a preliminary determination, based upon the application of the statuiory
formula that a penalty of $103.70 applies for the late filing of your October Quarterly report. If you agree
with this preliminary determination, please make your check or money order in that amount payable to
“Treasurer, State of Maine,” and send it, along with the bottom half of this letter, to the Commission on
Governmental Ethics and Election Practices, 135 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333, within
30 days of the date noted above. Please see the instructions included in the attached letter if you would like
the Commission to make a final determination of any penalty to be assessed in this case,

Failure to pay the full amount of an assessed penalty is a civil violation. The Commission 1s required to
report to the Attomey General the name of any person who fails to pay the full amount of any pemalty.

Please direct any questions you may have about this maiter to the Commission at 287-4179.

Cut Along Dotted Line

To:  Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices
135 State House Station
Augusta, Maine 04333

For Office Use Only
Account: CGEEP
Fund: 010

Appr: 01

From: [feremy Collette, Treasurer
Opportunity Maine

RE:  Penalty for late filing of October Quarierly 2006 Report ($ 105.70)

Amount Enclosed:  §

Check/M.O. No.: # |

PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO TREASURER, STATE OF MAINE.

CRFICE LOCATED AT: 242 STATE STREET, AUGUSTA, MAINE
WEBSITE: WWW.MAINE.GOV/ETHICS

PHONE: (207) 2874170 FAX: (207) 287.6775



AZ/A8/20887 16:34 287287ET7 75 ETHICS COMMISSION PAGE  B4/88

Py ¢ ZJ( ;
e h":- be v Vbiay/ "‘i‘:’.‘rb
COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS AND ELECTION PRACTICES

- PENALTY MATRIX FOR LATE POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE REPORT FILIN GS

BARSIS FOR PENALTIES
21-A M.R.S.A, Scetion 1062-A '

The penalty for filing a required 1.‘épor't late is a pefcentage of the total contributions or expenditUrcs
for the filing period, whichever is greater, multiplied by the number of calendar days the repont is
filed late, as follows:

For the first violation, 1%
For the second violation, 3% ‘
For the third and each subsequent violation, 5%

="_ﬂ_’_—_-—-'-__._"-"‘_'—_-'_—_'_-u_ X — o
Example: The treasurer fles the PALS repott two (2) :
calendar days Tate. The PAC has not had any previons
late filings in the past 2 vears. The PAC toports a total Your penalty iz caloutated a3 faliows: ‘
0T 52,500 in contributions and $1,500 in expenditures , f 0,577 =
for the filing period. The penalty is calenlated as Contributions/Expenditures 5 by JE / f__,_:.:
follows: ™
oute 1%
$2,500 Greater of the amount of total contributions Percent prescrilaed: X L
received or expenditures made during the
filing period. -— 2
‘ s 05 7
X.01  Percent prescribed for firat vielation . .
$25.00 One percent of total santributions Number of days late; X (/
x 2 Number of calendar days late . [ . ‘
Total penalty aceried; % / [}_) r 7 O
B30.00 Total penaly Commission may asscss ‘ ‘
L _-'—“—'_'_-—'—_"__“—_,-‘__—-

%f A penalty begins to accrue at 5:00 p.an. on the day the report is due.
Any penalty of less than §5 is waived.

Violations accumulate on reports with filing deadlines in a 2-year period that begins on Tanuary 1st
of each even-numbered year, Waiver of a penalty does not nullify the finding of a violation.

Title 21-A M.R.S A. Section 1004-A(1) states the Commission may assess a penalty of no more
than $100 when a person files a late campaign finance report containing no contributions or
expenditures. '

MAXIMUM PENALTIES
21-A M.R.S.A. Section 1062-A (4)

$10,000 for 6-day pre-elaction reports, 42-day posi-clection reports, and 24-Hour reports;
‘ $5,000 for quarterly reports.
Eevised 1/06
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Page | of 1
OFPORTUNITY MAINE ) 10/11/2006
Name of Al Date Submitted
SCHEDULE F
SUMMARY SECTION
]
RECEIPTS - THIS PERIOD ONLY

1. Contributions Received (Schedule A, Line 4) ©1.500.00
2. Gther Receipts {interest income, ete,) ‘ 0.00
3. Loans Received (Schedule D) ' 8.970.13
4. TOTAL RECEIPTS THIS PERIOD (Lincs 1 + 2 + 3) 10,570.13

EXPENDITURES THIS PERIOD ONLY
5. Contributions to or on behalf of others {Schedule B, Tine 3) 0.00
6. Opcrating Expenses (Schedule B-1, Line 3) ‘ ‘ 10,003.83 .

‘ . Q.00
7. Loan Repaymants Made (Schedule )

. ’ 10.003.83

8. TOTAL EXPENDITURES THIS PERIOD {Lines 5+6+7)

CASH BALANCE
9. Account Balance from Jast reporting period (Line 12 of previous I:l!pr.lrtj ' ‘ Q.00
10. Plus total receipts this period (Line 4 above) : 10,570,132
11. Less tota] expenditures this period (Line 8 zhove) : 10,003 .83
12. TOTAL funds on hand at close of reporting perind % 56630

66,
(This shenddel caquerl your Bonk account balence(s) plus o petiy eash balance) '
. ) e —— i .

IN-KIND SUMMARY Fair Market Value Totals
Tatal In-Kind Contributions this neviod (Schedule ) 0.00
Total tn-Kind Expenditures this period (Schedule ¢) a.00

DATE PRINTED: 10/11/2008 | S
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Title 21-A, §1062-A, Failure to file on time

’_ The State of Mainc claims a copyTight i its Godified statutes, If vou intend to republish
this material, we do require that vou include the following disclaimer in your publication:

Al copnrights emd ather Fghts 1 Stakdory text are reserved by the State of Maine, The text jpeluded in this publication reflects changes tads throtegh
the Second Regular Sexsian of the 1 2ingt Legiviature, and is curvent through December 37, 20006, bur s subject to vhange withont notice. Tt is g
version that s wot been aficially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the Meine Reviced Statues Anmotated and suppiements for certified fext.

The Office of the Revisor of States also requasts that yeu send us one copy of any Statutory publication you may troduce, Our goal is net to restrict
publishing activity, bt to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to preserve the State's copyright rights,

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office CANNOT perform research for
or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the pubilic.
If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.

§1062-A. Failure to file on time

1. Registration. A political action committec tequired to register under section 1053 that fails to do g0 in accordance with section
1053 or that fails 16 provide the infottation required by the commission for registration may be assessed a forfeiture of $250.
(1935, <. 483, 521 (rew} _)

2. Campaign finance reports. A campaign finance report is not timely filed yhless a properly signed copy of the report,
substantially conforming to the disclosure tequirements of this subchapter, is received by the commission before 5 p.m. on the date it ig
duc, Except as provided in subsection G, the commission shall detcrmine whether a requited report satisfies the requirements for timely
filing, The commiission may waive a penalty if it is disproportionate to the level of expericnice of the person filing the report or to the harm
suffered by the public from the [ate disclosure. The commission may waive the penalty in whole or in patt if the commission determines
the fhilure to file a timely report was due to miti gating circumstances, For purposes of this section, "mitigating eircumstances" means:

A. A valid emergency of the committee treasurer determined by the commission, in the interest of the sound adtninistration of justice,
10 warrant the waiver of the penalty in whole or in part; [1994, c. 729, 89 (amd).]

B. An etror by the commission staff: or (1999, ¢. 728, 59 (amd).]
that a bona fide effort was made to file the report m accordance with the statitory requiretnents, including, but not limited to,

unexplained delays in postal service. (1399, c. 729, 59 (new).]
(2003, c. 528, PL. A, §7 {amd) .]

g C. Other circumstances determined by the commission that warrant mitigation of the penalty, hased upon relevant evidence presented

3. Basis for penalties. The penalty for late filing of & report required under this subchapter is a percentage of the otal contributions
or expenditures for the filing period, whichever is greater, multiplied by the mumber of calendar days late, as follows;

A Furtheﬁrstviolation,l%; [1295, o. 483, g21 {new) .|
B. For the 2nd violation, 3%; and [12598, <. 483, 521 (‘newJ.]

C. For the 3rd and subsequent vialations, 5%. [1995% ¢ C. 4B3, 521 (new).)
Any penalty of less than $5 15 waived,

Violations accumulate on reports with filin g deadlines in a 2-year period that begins on January st of each cven-mumbered calendar year,
Waiver of 3 penalty does not nulify the finding of a violation.

A teport required to be filed under this subchapter that is sent by certified or registered United States mail and postmarked at least 2 days
before the deadline is not subject to penaity.

A required report may be provisionally filed by transmission of a facsimile copy of the duly exceuted report to the commission, as long as
an ariginal of the same report is received by the commission within 5 calendar days thereaficr.
[1585, =. 483, 521 (new).]

4. Maximum penalties. The maximusm penaltics under this subchapter are $10,000 for reports required under section 1059,
subsection 2, paragraphs B, C and E and $5.000 for reports required under section 1059, subsection 2, paragraph A.

Text current through Decembar 31. 20068, documeni created 2006-11-01, page 1.
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Title 21-A, §1062-A, Failure to file on time

[1285, &, 433, 5§21 (new) .1

petiod begins on the day the post office | ndicates it has given first notice of a certified letter, A principal officer or treasyrer requesting a
determination may cither appear in person or designate a representative to appear on the pringipal officer's or treasurer's behalf or submit a
notarized written explanation of the tnitigating circumstances for congideration by the commission.

(1995, e. 483, 521 (new) ]

&. Final notice of penalty. Afier a commigsion mecting, notice of the final determination of the commission and the penalty, if any,
imposed pursuant to this subchapter must be sent to the principal officer and the treasurer of the pelitical action committee,

Ifno determination s requested, the commission staff shall caiculate the penalty based on the provision of subsection 3 and shall mail
final notice of the penalty to the principal officer and to the treasurer of the political agtion committee. A detailed sumtnaty of all notices
must be provided to the comemission.

[1999, «. 426, 834 (amd) ]

7. List of Jate-filing committees, The commission shall prepare a list of the narnes of political action committess that are late in
filing a report required under section 1059, subsection 2, paragraph B, subparagraph (1), section 1 039, subsection 2, paragtaph Cor D
or section 1059, sybsection 3-A, paragraph B or C within 30 days of the date of the election and shall make that list available for public
inspection,

[1998, <. 4832, 821 (new).]

8. Failure to file. A person who fails to file 2 1¢port as required by this subchapter within 30 days of the filing deadline ia guilty
of a Class E crime, except that, if a penalty pursuant to subsection 8-A is assessed and collected by the commission, the State may not
prosecute a violation under this subsection.

(2003, c. 628, Pt. A, B8 lamd) .]

8-A. Penalties for failure to file report, The maximum penalty for failure to filc a report required under section 1059, subsection 2,
paragraph B, C or E is $10,000. The maximum penalty for failute to file a report required under section 1059, subsection 2, paragraph A is

(2003, ¢. 628, pe. A, §9 (new).]

9. Enforcement. The cornmission staff hag the regponsibility for coilecting the full amount of any penalty and has all necessary
POwWers to carry out this responsibility. Failure to Pay the full amount of any penalty levied under this subchapter is a stvil violation by
the political action comrittee and itg treasurer. Thirty days after issuing the notice of benalty, the commission shall report to the Attomey
General the name of any political action committee, along with the name of itg treasurer, that has failed to pay the full amount of any
penalty, The Attorney General shall enforce the violation in a civil action to collect the full outstanding amount of the nenalty, This action
must be brought in the Superior Coutt for Kennebec County or the District Court, Tth District, Division of Seuthem Kennebec.

[1899, c. 428, g§34 {ama) .1

PL 1395, Ch. 483, §27 (NEW).
FL 1999, Ch. 426, §3g (AMD) |
FL 1595, Ch. 729, §9 (aMD).
PL 2003, Ch. 828, 8§a7-3 (amD).

Text current through December 31, 2006, document created 2006-1 1-01, page 2.





