
STATE OF MAINE 
COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS 

AND ELECTION PRACTICES 
135 STATE HOUSE STATION 

AUGUSTA, MAINE 
04333-0135

OFFICE LOCATED AT: 45 MEMORIAL CIRCLE, AUGUSTA, MAINE 
WEBSITE: WWW.MAINE.GOV/ETHICS 

PHONE: (207) 287-4179     FAX: (207) 287-6775

To: Commissioners 

From: Jonathan Wayne, Executive Director 

Date: October 19, 2016 

Re: Discussion of Penalty Waivers 

Commissioner Lee suggested a discussion of our penalty waiver procedures, so I have 

scheduled it as a separate agenda item for your October 26 meeting.  The Commission 

staff wish to be responsive on whatever the Commissioners would like to pursue on this 

issue.  For your reference, I have attached records of the Commissioners’ penalty 

determinations in 2014 and 2016. 

In making recommendations, the practice of the Commission staff is to examine the 

specific factors of each case and to take into consideration the past track record of the 

Commission in granting waivers.  Our focus has been not so much on the percentage 

reduction for each mitigating circumstance, but rather on recommending a dollar amount 

that will strike you as fair under the circumstances and consistent with past penalties for 

similar violations.  We hope that this approach has facilitated a rough consistency.  As we 

have discussed, we have increased our penalty recommendations this year in response to 

the 2015 citizen initiative. 

Thank you for your consideration of this agenda item. 

Commission Meeting 10/26/2016 
Agenda Item #8
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