


SURROGATE PARENTS

FOR THE

SPECIAL EDUCATION PROCESS

WHO NEEDS ONE:
· All children or youth in the custody of the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) regardless of status (this does not apply to youth in volunteering placement) who need or may need IFSP referral or IEP referral for special education services.  
· All unaccompanied homeless children or youth as defined in Section 725 (6) of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act who need or may need IFSP referral or IEP referral for special education services.  


HOW TO GET ONE:
· The foster parent is automatically appointed.
· Complete a request form, available on the Maine Department of Education’s website at http://www.maine.gov/education/surr/index.html.
· Make a recommendation of an individual that could serve as the students surrogate parent whenever possible.

HOW TO OBJECT TO THE AUTOMATIC APPOINTMENT OF FOSTER PARENTS:
· The Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) may object to the automatic appointment of the foster as surrogate parent - this must be done
1. in writing;
1. giving reasons for the objection; and
1. a recommendation for an alternative (required).

WHO GIVES PERMISSION FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION RELATED MATTERS:
· The surrogate parent has all the rights of the natural parent for educational matters, i.e., permission for evaluation/placement, release of information, request for educational meetings/hearings.
· DHHS has no authority to consent to educational evaluations or program placements, or to request due process hearings.

WHO MAY NOT SERVE AS A SURROGATE PARENT?:
· DHHS workers.
· Employees of the local educational agency.
· Employees of the residential school.
· Group Home Employees**
· [bookmark: _GoBack]**Staff from emergency shelters may serve as surrogates for homeless students on a temporary basis. 
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