The Professional Standards Board Yearly Report

The Professional Standards Board met five times as outlined in
statute: August 20, 2009, November 9, 2009, April 26, 2010, May
10, 2010. June 10, 2010.

An Action Plan was developed at the initial meeting in August to
guide the discussion and actions of the Standards Board.
Subsequent meetings addressed the issues of Preservice, Continuing
Education, Professional Development, Initial Certification,
Recertification, and

Paraprofessional Certification/Authorization/Training.
There were no items that required budget requests at this time.

Recommendations from the Professional Standards Board to be
considered by the Commissioner and State Board:

1. A candidate who holds both a valid teaching certificate from
another state and National Board Certification be granted an
initial Maine teaching certificate in that same certification area,
pending fingerprint.

2. National Board Certification or Re-Certification will be
sufficient to fulfill the requirements for the subsequent S year
Professional Teacher re-certification or certification.

Items suggested, but not recommended due to lack of
quorum (to be discussed in the future)

1. Promote methods to obtain training, CEUs, and record of
participation for educational technician certification/authorization
through curriculum directors as well as superintendents.



2. Encourage school districts to adopt practices that promote
professional development through increasing professional
knowledge with book studies, journal reading, and the examination
of best practices as part of the recertification process.

3. Consider posting a calendar of workshops available statewide on
the Department of Education Website.

4. Consider developing regional districts (similar to RSUs) to
develop training and the sharing of resources to hold joint
workshops/professional development opportunities.

Respectfully submitted,

Patricia Spilecki
Chair, Professional Standards Board



