MAINE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

23 State House Station
AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333

STATE OF MAINE

The State Board of Education held a regular monthly meeting on April 13, 2011, at the Cross
State Office Building, Room 103, Augusta, Maine. The following members were present: Chair
James Banks, Sr.; Vice Chair Steven Pound; Marilyn Temple Tardy; Nancy Perkins; Dorothy
Martin; Martha Harris; Jana Lapoint; Andrea Levinsky; and Angela Bechard.

Excused: Lynda Doyle and James Carignan

Also present were: Wanda Monthey, Policy Director of Standards, Assessment and Regional
Services; Ann Pinnette, Education Specialist; and Mary Becker, Secretary Associate, State
Board of Education.

CALLED TO ORDER:

Chair James Banks, Sr., called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM.

Note: Student Members Andrea Levinsky and Angela Bechard were excused from the meeting
to attend a Legislative Session at the State House.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

MOVED by Marilyn Tardy, seconded by Dorothy Martin, and unanimously voted by those
present to approve the March 9, 2011 minutes as written.

CONSENT AGENDA:

CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSED TEAM TO REVIEW THE REQUEST FROM LESLEY
UNIVERSITY TO RENEW ITS CURRENT AUTHORIZATION TO OFFER ACADEMIC CREDIT
PROGRAMS IN MAINE

MOVED by Steven Pound, seconded by Jana Lapoint, and unanimously voted by those present
to approve the Consent Agenda.

SPECIAL ORDERS:

CONSIDERATION OF THE REVIEW TEAM REPORT CONCERNING THE
APPLICATION FOR ADDITIONAL DEGREE-GRANTING AUTHORIZATION AS
SUBMITTED BY THE NEW ENGLAND SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATIONS TO
AWARD THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN ENTERTAINMENT PRODUCTION



BACKGROUND: 20-A MRSA, § 10704 provides that a Maine postsecondary educational
institution desiring to confer additional academic degrees must obtain authorization from the
Maine State Board of Education.

The Maine Department of Education received an application from the New England School of
Communications (NESCom), a fully owned subsidiary of Husson University, for authorization to
offer an additional undergraduate degree, the Bachelor of Science in Entertainment Production
(BSEP). The New England School of Communications has previously been authorized by the
State Board to award the Bachelor of Science in Communications Technology and the Bachelor
of Science in Media Studies. NESCom is accredited by the Accrediting Commission of Career
Schools and Colleges of Technology (ACCSCT). ACCSCT is recognized by the US Secretary
of Education as a nationally approved accrediting agency under the provisions of Chapter 33,
Title 38, U.S. Code and subsequent legislation.

It is proposed that NESCom would deliver curriculum that will focus on the technical knowledge
and skills that are needed “behind the scenes”, rather than on performance. The objective of
the program is to graduate students who can flexibly apply entertainment technology across
many venues. The proposed program was developed in response to the need for professionals
who understand and can design and operate sound, light, sets, show management control and
special effects.

The application stated that many industries use the design, fabrication and management skill
sets formulated by the performing arts. The same design and construction techniques,
traditionally associated with theatre, are now being employed in trade shows, amusement parks,
casinos, rock concerts, cruise ships, shopping malls, the fashion industry, museums and
exhibitions, television, sports contests, film and video production, and political conventions. By
focusing on what these areas have in common, NESCom designed a degree program to serve
a broad career sector.

The Board approved Review Team conducted an on-site visit December 10, 2010.
Subsequently, the Team Report of Findings was compiled and distributed to Board members
during the March 9, 2011 meeting.

RECOMMENDATION: That the State Board of Education accept the Review Team Report of
Findings and approve the request from NESCom to confer the additional degree of Bachelor of
Science in Entertainment Production.

MOVED by Dorothy Martin, seconded by Steven Pound, and unanimously voted by those
present to approve the Review Team Report of Findings and approve the request from
NESCom to confer the additional degree of Bachelor of Science in Entertainment Production.

NEW BUSINESS:

FEDERAL QUALIFIED SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION BOND PROGRAM — RSU 34

STATEMENT OF FACT: The Department of Education coordinates the Federal Qualified
School Construction Bond (QSCB) program. QSCBs are bonds issued by state or local
governments which the Federal government subsidizes by providing tax credits to bondholders
or direct payment interest subsidies to issuers. Bond proceeds can be used for construction,
rehabilitation, or repair of public school facilities.




RSU 34 submitted a 2011 QSCB application for Old Town High School and on March 9, 2011
received State Board of Education approval for a QSCB allocation in the amount of $2,300,000.
RSU 34 has requested that they be permitted to return their allocation to the Department of
Education and that the Department reissue the RSU 34 allocation directly to the Maine
Municipal Bond Bank (MMBB) for the RSU 34 project. Pursuant to this reallocation, the MMBB
would issue QSCBs to provide funds for the previously approved RSU 34 project.

CONSTRUCTION COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: The Construction Committee voted
unanimously to recommend the State Board of Education approve that the Federal allocation to
RSU 34 of QSCBs in the amount of $2,300,000 for 2011 be returned to the Department of
Education and reallocated to the Maine Municipal Bond Bank provided that the QSCBs issued
by the Maine Municipal Bond Bank pursuant to this allocation shall be issued to provide funds
for the RSU 34 projects that the State Board of Education previously approved on March 9,
2011.

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: The Department of Education recommends that the
State Board approve that the Federal allocation to RSU 34 of QSCBs in the amount of
$2,300,000 for 2011 be returned to the Department of Education and reallocated to the Maine
Municipal Bond Bank provided that the QSCBs issued by the Maine Municipal Bond Bank
pursuant to this allocation shall be issued to provide funds for the RSU 34 project that the State
Board of Education previously approved on March 9, 2011.

MOVED by Marilyn Tardy, seconded by Martha Harris, and unanimously voted by those present
to approve for the Federal allocation to RSU 34 of QSCBs in the amount of $2,300,000 for 2011
be returned to the Department of Education and reallocated to the Maine Municipal Bond Bank
provided that the QSCBs issued by the Maine Municipal Bond Bank pursuant to this allocation
shall be issued to provide funds for the RSU 34 project that the State Board of Education
previously approved on March 9, 2011.

FEDERAL QUALIFIED SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION BOND PROGRAM — LEWISTON

STATEMENT OF FACT: The Department of Education coordinates the Federal Qualified
School Construction Bond (QSCB) program. QSCBs are bonds issued by state or local
governments which the Federal government subsidizes by providing tax credits to bondholders
or direct payment interest subsidies to issuers. Bond proceeds can be used for construction,
rehabilitation, or repair of public school facilities.

Lewiston submitted a 2010 QSCB application for Montello Elementary School and Lewiston
Middle School and on June 9, 2010 received State Board of Education approval for a QSCB
allocation in the amount of $2,637,336. Lewiston has requested that they be permitted to
return their allocation to the Department of Education and that the Department reissue the
Lewiston allocation directly to the Maine Municipal Bond Bank (MMBB) for the Lewiston
projects. Pursuant to this reallocation, the MMBB would issue QSCBs to provide funds for the
previously approved Lewiston projects.

CONSTRUCTION COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: The Construction Committee voted
unanimously to recommend the State Board of Education approve that the Federal allocation to
Lewiston of QSCBs in the amount of $2,637,336 for 2010 be returned to the Department of
Education and reallocated to the Maine Municipal Bond Bank provided that the QSCBs issued
by the Maine Municipal Bond Bank pursuant to this allocation shall be issued to provide funds




for the Lewiston projects that the State Board of Education previously approved on June 9,
2010.

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: The Department of Education recommends that the
State Board approve that the Federal allocation to Lewiston of QSCBs in the amount of
$2,637,336 for 2010 be returned to the Department of Education and reallocated to the Maine
Municipal Bond Bank provided that the QSCBs issued by the Maine Municipal Bond Bank
pursuant to this allocation shall be issued to provide funds for the Lewiston projects that the
State Board of Education previously approved on June 9, 2010.

MOVED by Marilyn Tardy, seconded by Martha Harris, and unanimously voted by those present
to approve for the Federal allocation to Lewiston of QSCBs in the amount of $2,637,336 for
2010 be returned to the Department of Education and reallocated to the Maine Municipal Bond
Bank provided that the QSCBs issued by the Maine Municipal Bond Bank pursuant to this
allocation shall be issued to provide funds for the Lewiston projects that the State Board of
Education previously approved on June 9, 2010.

AFFIRMATION OF THE FINALISTS FOR CONSIDERATION OF THE GOVERNORIN
NOMINATING A NEW STUDENT FOR BOARD MEMBERSHIP

MOVED by Marilyn Tardy, seconded by Dorothy Martin, and unanimously voted by those
present to approve the Affirmation of the finalists for consideration of the Governor in
nominating a new student for Board membership.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

The Nominating Committee will be convened, and Marilyn Tardy has agreed to serve as chair of
the committee with Martha Harris and Lynda Doyle serving as members.

OFFICER’S REPORTS:

Chair, James Banks, Sr.:

» That he attended the Teacher of the Year ceremony at the Hall of Flags on March 23,
2011. Lynda Doyle will be participating in the six Teacher of the Year school visitations.
In the fall of 2011 an announcement will be made as to who the next Teacher of the
Year will be.

» That he attended the New England Secondary School Consortium meeting in Nashua,
New Hampshire. High Schools from five New England States participated. Jim was
very proud of the Maine schools. Gray-New Gloucester had a great presentation on
Next Generation Learning and Casco Bay High School for Expeditionary Learning. Mt.
Blue and Farmington High Schools also attended.

» That he participated in an interview with Connie Brown for her television show — In and
Around Augusta.

» That he is nominating Nancy Perkins for the National Association of State Boards of
Education (NASBE) Distinguished Educator Award. Nancy has worked on NASBE
Study Groups, is the chair of the Certification Committee, and has been attending
Legislative Hearings and Work Sessions.

» That Steve Pound is on the National Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE)
Board of Directors as a new Board member for two years.



Vice Chair, Steven Pound:

>

>

That he is very supportive of Jim Banks nominating Nancy Perkins for the National
Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE) Distinguished Educator Award.
That the Muskie School Initiative is working with Goodwill Industries regarding “Youth at
Risk” that focuses on students from single parent families. The group is designing a
Work Ready Program.

That the STEM Collaborative continues to meet with various groups. Anita Bernhardt
from the Department of Education (DOE) is currently a co-chair of the STEM group. The
guest speaker for next week will be Commissioner Stephen Bowen.

That the Education Subcommittee of the Mobilize Maine Initiative in the Bangor Region
is working on ways to market all the good things that are going on in education. They
are working with Realtors and the Chamber of Commerce with websites. The group is
looking at benchmarks and how to coordinate with businesses and other stakeholder
groups in the Bangor Region. Betsy Webb and Rick Lyons are co-chairing the
committee.

That he participated in the student application review process.

That he attended the National Association of State Boards of Education Directors
meeting in Washington. This year CCSSO and NASBE held a Legislative Conference
together. The main topics were on Reauthorization of ESEA and Early Childhood
Education. The Commissioner represented the State very well at the meeting. Jaci
Holmes from the Department of Education, Commissioner Bowen, and Steve met with
Senator Collins, Representative Michaud, Representative Pingree, and the Chief staff
person for Senator Snowe. Steve talked about their visits with the Senators and
Representatives.

That he is leaving this afternoon to attend a Common Core Conference in Philadelphia
with Nancy Perkins, Dottie Martin, and Don Siviski.

That he is working with Mary on gathering information for the August Board Retreat and
he is open to any suggestions that members have. He is checking with the
Commissioner regarding dates he is available, and with Brenda Welburn at NASBE.
That he is working with Mary on a budget sheet for the remainder of this year. He will be
looking at sending funds to the NASBE Professional Development Account to cover the
cost for three to four people to attend the New Member Institute in July.

BOARD MEMBER REPORTS:

Marilyn Temple Tardy:

>

No Report

James Carignan:

>

No Report (Absent)

Nancy Perkins:

>

>

That the Board should be involved in the Teacher Educator Reciprocity meeting called
for by the Commissioner of New Hampshire. Nancy will be receiving information from
Mark Kostin, New England Secondary School Consortium (NESSC).

That she attended the Maine Leadership Summit on March 22, 2011 regarding Common
Core. Teachers and Administrators were in attendance.



» That she has been attending Legislative Hearings that deal with certification or will
impact certification.

» That she attended a State Consortium on Educator Effectiveness (SCEE) meeting in
Augusta and participated in a webinar with Michael Fullam.

Lynda Doyle:
» No Report (Absent)
Dorothy Martin:

» That she attended the Chapter 114 Planning Session on March 28, 2011, with Nancy
Perkins, Jim Banks, Harry Osgood, and the two co-chairs of the group, Dr. Kathy
Yardley and Dr. Thomas Edwards.

» That she attended the application review for a new student member to the Board, as well
as the interviews of the six semi-finalists.

» That she would like to issue an invitation from the county to host one of the Board’s
upcoming meetings. Dr. Johnson, Superintendent from SAD #1 has extended an
invitation to the brand new Ashland School.

Martha Harris:

» That she would like to thank Nancy Perkins for teaching her all that she has about
certification. She is moving from the Certification Committee to the Construction
Committee.

» That she participated in her first Teacher Renewal Program.

Jana Lapoint:
» No Report
Andrea Levinsky:
» No Report
Angela Bechard:
» No Report

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Submit Expense Account Vouchers to Mary at the end of the meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

No Public Comment

ADJOURNMENT:

Moved by Marilyn Tardy, seconded by Dorothy Martin, and unanimously voted by those present
to adjourn the April 13, 2011, State Board of Education meeting at 2:16 PM.



