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     AUGUSTA, MAINE  04333

       STATE OF MAINE

The State Board of Education held a regular monthly meeting on November 15, 2006, at the Narraguagus High School, Harrington, with the following members present:  Chair James Carignan; Vice Chair Philip Dionne, Joyce McPhetres, Jean Gulliver, Ellie Multer, Janet Tockman, Ann Weisleder, and Jack Norris.  
Also present were:  Deputy Commissioner Angela Faherty; Harry Osgood, Higher Education Specialist, Support Systems Team; Scott Brown, AIA, Director, School Facilities; and Rhonda Casey, Clerk.
CALLED TO ORDER:
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
MOVED by Jean Gulliver, seconded by Janet Tockman, and unanimously voted to approve the September 12, 206, minutes with the following changes:  Page 4, under Receipt of the Report, “The Learning State:  Maine Schooling for the 21st Century,” the statement should read, “MOVED by Jim Carignan, seconded Joyce McPhetres, and voted five (5) in favor with two (2) members abstaining (Ellie Multer and Phil Dionne), and one (1) member opposed (Janet Tockman) to approve with amendments the report, Maine Schooling for the 21st Century.”  
CONSENT AGENDA
MAJOR CAPITAL SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM; SITE APPROVAL CONSIDERATION; PENINSULA CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT; NEW PRE K-8 ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
CONSIDERATION OF THE REVIEW TEAM REPORT CONCERNING THE APPLICATION FOR DEGREE-GRANTING AUTHORIZATION AS SUBMITTED BY THE INSTITUTE FOR DOCTORAL STUDIES IN THE VISUAL ARTS TO AWARD THE DOCTOR OF VISUAL ARTS DEGREE

Motion to move consideration of the exhibit for Major Capital School Construction Program; Site Approval Consideration; Peninsula Consolidated School District; New Pre K-8 Elementary School from the Consent Agenda to Regular Business.
MOVED by Jean Gulliver, seconded by Ellie Multer, and unanimously voted by those present to approve the remaining consent agenda item.

REGULAR BUSINESS: 
MAJOR CAPITAL SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM; SITE APPROVAL CONSIDERATION; PENINSULA CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT; NEW PRE K-8 ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Ellie Multer commented that this is a wonderful example of a consolidated project and that it is a shame that people of the Town of Steuben voted not to join and be a part of the CSD.  She stated that if the people of Steuben seek a construction in the near future, the Board might well consider the possibility of adding on to this school.  
Jean thanked Ellie for the candor of her statement and echoed the sentiments it expressed.  
MOVED by Ellie Multer, seconded by Joyce McPhetres, and unanimously voted to grant site approval to Peninsula Consolidated School District for its new pre k-8 elementary school  

MAJOR CAPITAL SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM; CONCEPT APPROVAL CONSIDERATION; LEWISTON SCHOOL DEPARTMENT, PETTINGILL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION PROJECT
Statement of Fact:  Lewiston’s Pettingill project was number six on the 2004-2005 Rating Cycle Approved Projects List.  Lewiston was very fortunate to find an excellent site on College Street, which is a major artery in Lewiston.  The site is presently used as a driving range and miniature golf course.  The rear of the site touches on Central Avenue allowing easy access to public sewer, public water, an emergency entrance as well as a bicycle and pedestrian way.  The new building is designed to house 624 students and will help to alleviate over crowding in other elementary schools in Lewiston.  

This Concept Approval is being requested pursuant to M.R.S.A. Title 20-A, Section 15905(1).

Project Information:

Project:  Lewiston, Pettingill Elementary School Project

Superintendent:  Leon Levesque

Principal:
David Bartlett

Architect:  Jeffrey Larimer, AIA, Harriman Associates

School Replaced:  Pettingill Elementary School PreK-6

Superintendent Levesque has provided the following project description statement:

The new preK-6 school will replace the existing Pettingill School and reduce overcrowding at Montello Elementary School. Pettingill Elementary School was built in the 1920’s with additions in the late 1950’s. Montello Elementary School houses 930 students and does not have adequate space to accommodate program needs.

Through redistricting, students from Montello will join students from Pettingill to form a new school within a mile of their present locations. School sizes will promote efficiencies in operating costs. The construction of this school is a critical step in the school department’s master plan to provide adequate program space. This project will improve the delivery of education for some 1,300 students by means of a modern, safe facility designed to meet program needs and by permitting a redesign of space utilization at Montello Elementary School.

As Lewiston becomes a more diverse community, the school department must be able to adapt the use of its facilities to meet the educational needs of its students. This project is critical to the school department’s capacity to do so.
Project Budget Information:

Estimated Total Project Cost:   $22,059,989

Approved State/Local Debt Service:   $21,175,358

Local Only Cost:  $764,631

Anticipated Maine High Performance Schools Energy Grant:  $120,000

Construction Committee Recommendation:  At its meeting on November 6, 2006, the Construction Committee voted unanimously to recommend that the State Board of Education grant Concept Approval to the Lewiston School Department for a PreK-6 school construction project located in Lewiston, Maine.

Commissioner Recommendation:  The Commissioner recommends that the State Board grant Concept Approval to Lewiston School Department for a PreK-6 elementary school in Lewiston and approve the budget as presented.

MOVED by Ellie Multer, seconded by Ann Weisleder, and unanimously voted by those present to grant Concept Approval to Lewiston School Department for a Pre K-6 elementary school in Lewiston and approve the budget as presented.

RECONSIDERATION OF THE AUGUST 10, 2005, MINUTES

Statement of Fact:  On August 10, 2005, the State Board of Education voted to grant Concept Approval to MSAD #3 for its New Pre-K through Grade 12 school project.  Exhibits were distributed to the members of the Board for review prior to the August meeting through the mail system.  During a last minute review of MSAD #3’s budget, it was discovered that the Estimated Total Project Cost and the Local Only Cost figures were inaccurate.  The budget sheet was revised and distributed during the August 10, 2005, meeting.  The Board then voted to grant Concept Approval to MSAD #3 using the revised figures.  The State Board of Education though the Department of Education issued SAD 3 a Concept Approval Certificate (see attached) using the new figures below as voted during the August 10, 2005, meeting:

Estimated Total Project Cost:  $39,825,552

State/Local Cost:  $39,521,130

Local Only Cost:  $184,422

Anticipated Maine Performance Schools Energy Grant:  $120,000

During its October 9, 2005, meeting the State Board approved the August 10, 2005, minutes which contained the inaccurate budget figures.  This error in the August minutes was discovered in November 2006 as MSAD #3 is now seeking Design and Funding Approval for its school project.  In order to correct the error in the August 10, 2005, minutes, Sarah Forster recommends that the Board reconsider the August minutes and amend them to reflect the correct figures (see attached).  This action requires two motions.  

MOTION #1:  It is recommended that the State Board of Education reconsider the motion of October 9, 2005, approving the Minutes of August 10, 2005.

MOTION #2:  It is recommended that the State Board of Education approve the amended August 10, 2005, minutes to reflect the correct budget figures for MSAD #3’s New Pre-K through Grade 12 School Project.  

MOVED by Ellie Multer, seconded by Joyce McPhetres, and unanimously voted by those present to reconsider the motion of October 9, 2005, approving the minutes of August 10, 2005.  
MOVED by Ellie Multer, seconded by Joyce McPhetres, and unanimously voted by those present to approve the amended August 10, 2006, minutes to reflect the correct budget figures for MSAD #3’s New Pre K-12 school project.  
MAJOR CAPITAL SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM; DESIGN AND FUNDING APPROVAL CONSIDERATION; MSAD 3, NEW PRE K-12 SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION PROJECT
Statement of Fact:  The MSAD #3 school construction project received Concept Approval by the State Board of Education on August 10, 2005.  The project was approved by local referendum on September 27, 2005.  

The District is requesting that the State Board of Education waive Section 6, 2, F (3) of Chapter 61, Rules for Major Capital School Construction Projects, which reads:  

“(3)
Within nine months of a favorable local referendum vote, a project shall be presented to the State Board for Design and Funding Approval.”

The District is also requesting Design and Funding Approval pursuant to MRSA Title 20-A.  It is recommended that the State Board of Education grant Design and Funding Approval to MSAD #3 based upon the amended Concept Budget and approve additional funds of up to $500,000.  The voters of MSAD #3 approved an article at their September 27, 2005, referendum to accept gifts in this amount to “provide additional equipment and improvements” for the project.

MSAD #3 is requesting Design and Funding Approval for their proposed elementary school construction project qualifying under state statute and the State Board of Education’s Chapter 61, Rules for Major Capital School Construction Projects: 

1. the MSAD #3 proposed project is eligible for school construction aid under MRSA Title 20-A, Chapter 609;

2. the proposed project and the authorized method of financing are in the best interest of the State of Maine and MSAD #3;

3. the total estimated capital outlay expenditures are reasonable; and

4. MSAD #3’s proposed project is in compliance with MRSA Title 20-A, Chapter 301.

Project Information:

Project:  MSAD #3 new PreK-12

Superintendent:  Barbara Rado-Mosseau

Architect:  Rob Tillotson, Oak Point Associates

Principals:  Peter Weston, Elementary School

Osmund Crowley, Middle School

Lynda Letteney, High School

Concept Approval Date and Project Cost:  August 10, 2005; $39,825,552

Approved for State/Local Debt Service:  $39,521,130

Local Only Funds:  $184,422

Anticipated Maine High Performance School Energy Grant:  $120,000

Design & Funding Approval Date and Project Cost:  November 15, 2006; $40,325,551 (including $499,999 in local gift monies)

Approved for State/Local Debt Service:  $39,521,130

Local Only Funds:  $684,421 (increased by $499,999 additional local gift monies)

Anticipated Maine High Performance School Energy Grant:  $120,000

Construction Committee Recommendation:  At its meeting on November 6, 2006, the Construction Committee voted unanimously to recommend that the State Board of Education grant Design & Funding Approval to MSAD #3 for a new PreK-12 school construction project located in Thorndike, Maine.  The Design and Funding Approval includes a request to waive the provisions of the State Board of Education’s Chapter 61, Rules for Major Capital School Construction Projects, Section 6, 2, F (3).

Department Recommendation:  The Department of Education recommends that the State Board of Education waive Section 6, 2, F (3) of Chapter 61, Rules for Major Capital School Construction Projects.

The Department of Education further recommends that the State Board of Education grant Design and Funding Approval pursuant to MRSA Title 20-A. to MSAD #3 for a new PreK-12 Major Capital School Construction Project in Thorndike, Maine, with an amount up to $500,000 additional funds in gift monies approved in referendum.

This approval constitutes Design & Funding Approval.  Final Funding Approval may be subject to adjustment under Section 10, Subsection 1, of the State Board of Education Rules for School Construction Projects, which states:

“Final Funding Approval by the Commissioner establishes the Project Budget and takes place after construction bids have been received.  At that time the Commissioner may reduce the budget to finance the project, thus providing additional funds for other projects.” **

MOVED by Ellie Multer, seconded by Jean Gulliver, and voted seven (7) in favor with one (1) member abstaining to grant Design & Funding Approval to MSAD #3 for a new Pre K-12 school construction project located in Thorndike, Maine.  The Design and Funding Approval includes a waive of the provisions of the State Board of Education’s Chapter 61, Rules for Major Capital School Construction Projects, Section 6, 2, F (3).  
LEASED SPACE APPEALS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2007

Statement of Fact:  Title 20-A M.R.S.A. Section 15672 charges the State Board of Education with the review of undue burdens on school administrative units that cannot meet the statutory time limit established for leased space.  Units that exceed the time limit may appeal to the State Board of Education for an extension of state support.  In making a determination on appeals, the State Board of Education may per statute consider, but is not limited to considering, the following factors:


“(i)
Fiscal capacity;


(ii)
Enrollment demographics; and

(iii)
Unforeseen circumstances not within the control of the school administrative unit.”

The Department of Education has reviewed the waiver requests from the school administrative units shown on the accompanying list and considered their fiscal capacity, enrollments, and circumstances not within the unit’s control. The school units listed have met the above provisions of Title 20-A M.R.S.A. Section 15672.

Recommendation:  The Department of Education recommends that the State Board of Education grant approval for a one-year extension of lease subsidy to the school administrative units shown on the attached list. 

MOVED by Jean Gulliver, seconded by Ann Weisleder, and unanimously voted by those present to grant approval for a one-year extension of lease subsidy to the listed schools in the following administrative units:  Brunswick, Ellsworth, Gorham, Lisbon, Westbrook, MSAD #1, MSAD #17, MSAD #22, MSAD #55, and MSAD #57.  A complete list with amounts recommended for approval can be obtained by contacting the State Board of Education Office.   
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT:
Deputy Commissioner Angela Faherty reported on the following for Commissioner Gendron in her absence during the workshop portion of the meeting.  
CHAIR’S REPORT:
· That the Civic Education Study Group has competed its study and a report, Citizens for the 21st Century:  Revitalizing the Civic Mission of Schools, has been printed.  

· That while he was away, Jean and Wes met with Glenn Cummings and Beth Edmonds to discuss the Select Panel’s report, The Learning State:  Maine Schooling for the 21st Century
· That enclosed in the Board’s materials is a draft of a Communications Plan for their review.  The Board will add this discussion to the December agenda.  

· Arthur Levine article on teacher education.  This can serve as a lens for a discussion with the directors of Maine’s teacher education programs and possibly as the basis for a Board sponsored forum.  
· That Board members received, in their materials, a copy of the NCATE report for the University of Maine, College of Education, which included its findings addressing the standard relating to diversity.  The Board will add this discussion to the December agenda.
BOARD MEMBERS REPORTS:
NOTE:  Some of the Board members gave their report during the lunch break from 12:00 – 1:00 PM and during the remainder of the Workshop Session.  The following is a brief highlight of each members report:  
· The Chapter 61 Rulemaking Committee held a meeting on November 14, 2006, to review the proposed timeline as well as discuss possible rule changes.  
· The Certification Committee held its regular monthly meeting on October 23, 2006.  The public comment period has closed for both Chapter 115 and Chapter 118.  Chapter 115 received only a few comments, but Chapter 118 received a substantial amount, and the Certification Committee has learned that the Maine Education Association (MEA) has decided to move forward and propose legislation that would remove Chapter 118 from the routine and technical list and require the rule to be major substantive.  
· The Maine Readiness Campaign will be kicking off its crusade starting in January 2007.

· Progress is being made to incorporate a CTE funding formula that can be used in the Essential Programs and Services Model.
· Brittany Ray, from Narraguagus High School is the 2006 Teacher of the Year (TOY) and was honored during the TOY Annual Banquet, which was held on November 1, 2006, at Bowdoin College in Brunswick.  
· The National Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE) held a conference call concerning high school reform in which both Phil Dionne and Jack Norris participated.  

· During the NASBE Annual Conference in Kentucky, Jim who was the chair of the Civic Education Study Group presented the report, Citizens for the 21st Century:  Revitalizing the Civic Mission of Schools.    

· In addition to the NASBE Annual Conference, Phil attended the NASBE Wellness Symposium on October 11 and 12, 2006.  The symposium was a follow up to the Calories In/Calories Out Conference that was held earlier in the year.   During the Wellness Conference participants had the opportunity to tour on of Kentucky’s school, Carter Traditional Elementary School, which is recognized as a Health Promotion School of Excellence by the State of Kentucky.  
· The Making the Grade Award application has been finalized and criteria for the application are directly tied to the recommendations contained in The Learning State:  Maine Schooling for the 21st Century, report.
ADJOURNMENT:

State Board of Education unanimously agreed to adjourn the November 15, 2005, meeting at 2:30 PM.  
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