Sources of Legal Authority For Special Education
(In Order of Supremacy)

U. S.  Constitution (e.g. the Due Process Clause, Equal Protection)

Federal Statutes (e.g. I.D.E.A., Section 504)

Federal Regulations (e.g. I.D.E.A. and Section 504 regulations)

State Constitution

State Statute

State Regulations

State Policies (e.g. Administrative Letters)

Local Policies (e.g.  school district discipline codes)

