RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION FAQ'S FROM REGIONAL MEETINGS
Updated 6/15/10

Q: What is available for schools that cannot afford electronic data management systems?

A: The managers of Infinite Campus and the Longitudinal Data grant are working on this at the state level.  It probably won't be available for a few years.

Q: Are there legal issues to consider when Tier II and III interventions take place outside of the classroom?
A:  At this time there are no legal requirements in terms of parental notice.

Q: Is Writing an RTI component?

A: At this time the federal and state laws only require RTI systems to be in place for reading, math and behavior.

Q: When meeting on individual students to develop RTI Plans, who should be at the table?

A: There are no regulations that address this.  It would be sensible to include parents and teachers, and in some cases, the student.

Q: How often should the RTI Team meet on an individual student?

A: There are no regulations regarding the frequency of meetings but there are guidelines on the frequency of assessments for the various tiers.  It is recommended that the team meet at these assessment benchmark points.

Q: What are appropriate universal screeners for academics and behavior?
A: There are many sources to find lists of universal screeners.  Several are recommended in our Response to Intervention Guide found at  http://www.maine.gov/education/rti/index.shtml
Q: If special education teachers work with students who are not identified, how does that get reported to the state?
A: Implications of the RTI system in the law are still in flux.  The Maine Department of Education does not have a process for this at this time.

Q: How will RTI impact the mandate for gifted education programs in Maine?  How will the state ensure that gifted students are included in all RTI models if the mandate for gifted programs is lifted?
A: RTI systems are meant to address the needs of all students.  The state does not have a monitoring system for RTI at this time.
Q: How do we ensure the fidelity of implementation in the classroom?

A:  Districts should develop tools to observe and document that the core components of RTI are taking place.  This can be done with observations, walk-throughs, self-check lists, etc.
Q: What data should we be collecting?

A: Any data from formative, benchmark, or summative assessments that demonstrate student achievement or social skills should be collected.

Q: Where does Title I fit in?

A: Title I is part of an overall RTI system and can provide Tier Ii or Tier III interventions to Title I identified students.

Q: Is there a plan to develop a networking system as a result of this training?

A:  The Department intends to disseminate the state and regional results of the on-line Readiness Survey to PD providers and regional professional development groups to help inform their work.
Q: What if the school meets the 80% of students at each grade level using local assessments but not on the NECAP?

A:  It is up to the local school district to determine how to assess students and which assessments to use to determine whether 80% of their students are successful in the regular curriculum.

