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4.9.3 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
using commas correctly in dates and in a series (Note: either form is correct – x, y, and z or x, y and z)

4.9.2 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
applying basic capitalization rules EXAMPLES: names, beginning sentences, proper nouns, titles  

  148292.001 C Common, CMN 

  q Where should a comma be added to the 
sentence below?  

As soon as we get home, I’m going
to brush my teeth wash my face, and go 
to bed.

A.    after  soon  

B.    after   going   

C.    after  teeth  

D.    after  and  

     148235.000 A Common, CMN 

w Which word in the sentence below 
should be capitalized?  

It takes me a whole day to drive to new 
York City but only fi ve hours to get 
there on the train.

A.    new 

B.    fi ve 

C.    hours 

D.    train 
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4.9.5 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions 
by correctly spelling grade-appropriate, high-frequency words and recognizing syllables and 
affi x patterns/rules that are characteristic of the English spelling system EXAMPLES: consonant 
doubling, change y to i, drop silent e, spelling rules for affi xes

     148323.000 A Common, CMN 

r Which spelling change should be made 
in the sentence below?  

I think my cat gets lonesom for me, 
because he is so excited to see me when 
I arrive home.

A.    Change   lonesom   to  lonesome . 

B.    Change   because   to  becuz . 

C.    Change   excited   to  exited . 

D.    Change   arrive   to  arive . 

4.9.1 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
identifying grammatical errors, when given examples EXAMPLES: he don’t; Him and me went

     148134.000 B Common, CMN 

e How should the underlined words in the 
sentence below be written?  

Someday, my friends and me want to go 
to Hawaii.

A.    me and my friends 

B.    my friends and I 

C.    them and I 

D.    them and me 
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4.9.4 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
using end punctuation correctly in a variety of sentence structures

4.1.1 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by writing 
a variety of complete simple and compound sentences

     148314.001 A Common, CMN 

t Which sentence has a punctuation error 
at the end?  

A.    Frank learned to play ice hockey by 
playing on frozen ponds? 

B.    Frank hopes to try out for the ice 
hockey team in high school. 

C.    Does Frank have friends who are 
good at ice hockey? 

D.    I think Frank skates better than 
anyone else I have seen. 

     148060.000 B Common, CMN 

y What is the    best  way to combine the 
sentences below?

I usually order chicken when I go to a 
restaurant. Sometimes I order fi sh.

A.    I usually order chicken when I go to 
a restaurant, sometimes I order fi sh. 

B.    I usually order chicken when I go 
to a restaurant, but sometimes I 
order fi sh. 

C.    I usually order chicken when I go to 
a restaurant, sometimes order fi sh. 

D.    I usually order chicken when I go to 
a restaurant, sometimes for fi sh. 
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4.9.3 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
using commas correctly in dates and in a series (Note: either form is correct – x, y, and z or x, y and z)

4.1.1 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by writing 
a variety of complete simple and compound sentences

     148288.001 D Common, CMN 

u Where should a comma be added to the 
sentence below?  

My father said that my brother was 
the fi rst baby born at the hospital on 
January 1 2000.

A.    after  said  

B.    after  baby  

C.    after  hospital  

D.    after  1  

     148115.001 C Common, CMN 

i Which of the following is a complete 
sentence?  

A.    The book fair coming to our school. 

B.    Books by writers from all over the 
world for sale. 

C.    There are many books that I want 
to buy. 

D.    A good idea to make a list of books 
before you go. 
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4.9.2 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
applying basic capitalization rules EXAMPLES: names, beginning sentences, proper nouns, titles

4.1.1 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by writing 
a variety of complete simple and compound sentences

     148181.001 B Common, CMN 

o Which word in the sentence below 
should be capitalized?  

The story Peter pan is about a boy who 
lives on an island and never wants to 
grow up.

A.    story 

B.     pan  

C.    island 

D.    grow 

     148013.001 A Common, CMN 

1) What is the    best  way to combine the 
sentences below?

The students are planting a vegetable 
garden. They are planting the garden 
behind the school.

A.    The students are planting a vegetable 
garden behind the school. 

B.    The students are planting a vegetable 
garden, and they are planting it 
behind the school. 

C.    The students are planting a vegetable 
garden, planting it behind the school. 

D.    The students are planting a vegetable 
garden, they are planting it behind 
the school. 
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Scoring Guide:

Score Description

4

The paragraph thoroughly describes the start of a day as an animal. 
The paragraph contains relevant and descriptive details. The paragraph 
includes a variety of correct sentence structures and demonstrates 
sustained control of grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics.

3

The paragraph describes the start of a day as an animal. The 
paragraph contains some details. The paragraph includes some sentence 
variety and demonstrates general control of grade-appropriate grammar, 
usage, and mechanics.

2

The paragraph is an attempt to describe the start of a day as an 
animal. The paragraph contains limited details. The paragraph includes 
some attempt at sentence variety and may demonstrate inconsistent 
control of grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics.

1

The paragraph may be unclear and/or a minimal attempt to describe 
the start of a day as an animal. The paragraph includes little or no 
sentence variety and may demonstrate a lack of control of grade-
appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response

4.5.1 Students demonstrate use of narrative strategies by using relevant and descriptive details

Narrative Writing

(There is no passage that accompanies this prompt.)

     150201.003 Common, CMN 

1!  Imagine that you are your favorite animal. Write a paragraph that shows how you would 
start your day as that animal.   
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE A)

s
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE B)

s
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE A)

s
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE B)

s
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE A)

s

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE B)

s
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 1
(EXAMPLE A)

s

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 1
(EXAMPLE B)

s

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 0

s
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Scoring Guide:

Score Description

4

The paragraph contains a thorough explanation of whether the student 
would like to stay in an ice hotel. The paragraph maintains a focus/
purpose throughout; contains specifi c, relevant details from the passage 
to support the focus; and is well-organized. The paragraph includes a 
variety of correct sentence structures and demonstrates sustained control 
of grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics.

3

The paragraph contains an explanation of whether the student would 
like to stay in an ice hotel. The paragraph maintains a focus/purpose, 
but there may be minor lapses. The paragraph contains some relevant 
details that support the focus. The paragraph is generally well-organized. 
The paragraph includes some sentence variety and demonstrates general 
control of grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics.

2

The paragraph contains an attempt at an explanation of whether the 
student would like to stay in an ice hotel. The paragraph contains major 
lapses in the focus/purpose and/or few relevant supporting details from 
the passage. The paragraph includes some attempt at sentence variety 
and may demonstrate inconsistent control of grammar, usage, and 
mechanics.

1
The paragraph is a minimal or vague statement about whether the 
student would like to stay in an ice hotel.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response

Ice Hotels
Response to Informational Text

4.3.1 In response to literary or informational text students make and support analytical judgments 
about text by stating and maintaining a focus (purpose) when responding to a given question

(The passage for this prompt is located in Released Items 2012 – Grade 5 Writing.)

     150161.002 Common, CMN 

1@  Would you like to stay in an ice hotel? Write a paragraph using details from the passage to 
support your response.   
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE A)

1@
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE B)

1@
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE A)

1@
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE B)

1@
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE A)

1@

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE B)

1@
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 1
(EXAMPLE A)

1@

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 1
(EXAMPLE B)

1@

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 0

1@
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Scoring Guide:

Score Description

4

The paragraph contains a thorough explanation of how frogs and toads 
are different. The paragraph maintains a focus/purpose throughout, 
includes relevant facts from the organizer, and is well-organized. The
paragraph includes a variety of correct sentence structures and 
demonstrates sustained control of grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and 
mechanics.

3

The paragraph contains an explanation of how frogs and toads are 
different. The paragraph maintains a focus/purpose but there may be 
minor lapses. The paragraph includes mostly relevant facts from the 
organizer and is generally well-organized. The paragraph includes some 
sentence variety and demonstrates general control of grade-appropriate 
grammar, usage, and mechanics.

2

The paragraph is an attempt at an explanation of how frogs and toads 
are different. The paragraph contains major lapses in focus/purpose and/
or limited relevant facts from the organizer. The paragraph includes 
some attempt at sentence variety and may demonstrate inconsistent 
control of grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics.

1 The paragraph is a minimal or vague statement about frogs or toads.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response

Report

4.7.2  In informational writing, students effectively convey purpose by stating and maintaining a focus/
controlling idea on a topic

(The organizer for this prompt is located in Released Items 2012 – Grade 5 Writing.)

     150231.004 150232 Common, CMN 

1#  Write a paragraph that explains how frogs and toads are different. Choose information from 
the organizer to support the main idea of your paragraph. 
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE A)

1#
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE B)

1#
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE A)

1#
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE B)

1#

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE A)

1#
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE B)

1#

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 1
(EXAMPLE A)

1#
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 1
(EXAMPLE B)

1#

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 0

1#
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4.1 Structures of Language – 
Applying Understanding of Sentences, Paragraphs, Text Structures

4.1.1 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by writing 
a variety of complete simple and compound sentences

4.1.2 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by using 
the paragraph form: indenting, main idea, supporting details

4.2 Writing in Response to Literary or Informational Text – 
Showing Understanding of Ideas in Text

4.2.1 In response to literary or informational text, students show understanding of plot/ideas/
concepts by selecting appropriate information to set context/background

4.2.3 In response to literary or informational text, students show understanding of plot/ideas/
concepts by connecting what has been read (plot/ideas/concepts) to prior knowledge, which 
might include other texts

Rayanne
Response to Literary Text

(The passage for this prompt is located in Released Items 2012 – Grade 5 Writing.)
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4.3 Writing in Response to Literary or Informational Text – 
Making Analytical Judgments about Text 

4.3.1 In response to literary or informational text students make and support analytical 
judgments about text by stating and maintaining a focus (purpose) when responding to a given 
question

4.3.2 In response to literary or informational text students make and support analytical 
judgments about text by making inferences about content, events, characters, setting, or 
common themes EXAMPLE (of theme): honesty isn’t always easy

4.3.3 In response to literary or informational text students make and support analytical 
judgments about text by using specifi c details and references to text to support focus 

4.3.4 In response to literary or informational text students make and support analytical 
judgments about text by organizing ideas, using transition words/phrases and writing a 
conclusion 
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4.9 Writing Conventions – 
Applying Rules of Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics 

4.9.1 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English 
conventions by identifying grammatical errors, when given examples EXAMPLES: he don’t; 
Him and me went

4.9.2 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English 
conventions by applying basic capitalization rules EXAMPLES: names, beginning sentences, 
proper nouns, titles

4.9.3 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English 
conventions by using commas correctly in dates and in a series 

 (Note: either form is correct – x, y, and z or x, y and z)

4.9.4 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English 
conventions by using end punctuation correctly in a variety of sentence structures

4.9.5 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions 
by correctly spelling grade-appropriate, high-frequency words and recognizing syllables and 
affi x patterns/rules that are characteristic of the English spelling system EXAMPLES: consonant 
doubling, change y to i, drop silent e, spelling rules for affi xes

     150155.002 Common, CMN 

1$  How do you think Rayanne feels about being at a new school? Use details from the 
passage to support your response.   
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Scoring Guide:

Score Description

6

•  Purpose is clear throughout; strong focus/controlling idea OR 
strongly stated purpose focuses the writing

•  Intentionally organized for effect
•  Fully developed details, rich and/or insightful elaboration supports 

purpose
•  Distinctive voice, tone, and style enhance meaning
•  Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, 

and mechanics

5

•  Purpose is clear; focus/controlling idea is maintained throughout
•  Well-organized and coherent throughout
•  Details are relevant and support purpose; details are suffi ciently 

elaborated
•  Strong command of sentence structure; uses language to enhance 

meaning
•  Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, 

and mechanics

4

•  Purpose is evident; focus/controlling idea may not be maintained
•  Generally organized and coherent
•  Details are relevant and mostly support purpose
•  Well-constructed sentences; uses language well
•  May have inconsistent control of grade-level grammar, usage, and 

mechanics

3

•  Writing has a general purpose
•  Some sense of organization; may have lapses in coherence
•  Some relevant details support purpose
•  Uses language adequately; may show little variety of sentence 

structures
•  May contain some serious errors in grammar, usage, and 

mechanics

2

•  Attempted or vague purpose; stays on topic
•  Little evidence of organization; lapses in coherence
•  Generalizes or lists details
•  Lacks sentence control; uses language poorly
•  Errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are distracting

1

•  Lack of evident purpose; topic may not be clear
•  Incoherent or undeveloped organization
•  Random information
•  Rudimentary or defi cient use of language
•  Serious and persistent errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics 

throughout

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 6

1$
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 6
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 6
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 6

• Purpose is clear throughout; strong focus/controlling idea OR strongly stated purpose 
focuses the writing

• Intentionally organized for effect
• Fully developed details, rich and/or insightful elaboration supports purpose
• Distinctive voice, tone, and style enhance meaning
• Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 5

1$
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 5

• Purpose is clear; focus/controlling idea is maintained throughout
• Well-organized and coherent throughout
• Details are relevant and support purpose; details are suffi ciently elaborated
• Strong command of sentence structure; uses language to enhance meaning
• Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4

1$
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4

• Purpose is evident; focus/controlling idea may not be maintained
• Generally organized and coherent
• Details are relevant and mostly support purpose
• Well-constructed sentences; uses language well
• May have inconsistent control of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE A)

1$
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE A)

• Writing has a general purpose
• Some sense of organization; may have lapses in coherence
• Some relevant details support purpose
• Uses language adequately; may show little variety of sentence structures
• May contain some serious errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE B)

1$
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE B)

• Writing has a general purpose
• Some sense of organization; may have lapses in coherence
• Some relevant information support purpose
• Uses language adequately; may show little variety of sentence structures
• May contain some serious errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics



44NECAP_2012_Grade5_Writing_Released_Items_Support_Materials

NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE A)

1$

• Attempted or vague purpose; stays on topic
• Little evidence of organization; lapses in coherence
• Generalizes or lists details
• Lacks sentence control; uses language poorly
• Errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are distracting
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• Attempted or vague purpose; stays on topic
• Little evidence of organization; lapses in coherence
• Generalizes or lists details
• Lacks sentence control; uses language poorly
• Errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are distracting

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE B)

1$
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 1
(EXAMPLE A)

1$

• Lack of evident purpose; topic may not be clear
• Incoherent or undeveloped organization
• Random information
• Rudimentary or defi cient use of language
• Serious and persistent errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics throughout

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 1
(EXAMPLE B)

1$

• Lack of evident purpose; topic may not be clear
• Incoherent or undeveloped organization
• Random information
• Rudimentary or defi cient use of language
• Serious and persistent errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics throughout
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 0

1$

Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.
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