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7.9.1 Inindependent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions
by applying rules of standard English usage to correct grammatical errors EXAMPLES: Clear
pronoun referent, subject-verb agreement, consistency of verb tense, irregular forms of verbs and
nouns

@ What is the correct form of the underlined
word in the sentence below?

We laughed as the dog shaked the rain off

his fur.
A. shakes
B. shook
C. shaking
D. shooked

7.9.4 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions

by applying appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning
EXAMPLES: colons, semicolons

€@ Where should a semicolon (;) be added to the
sentence below?

At the ice-cream shop, one of my favorite
flavors is vanilla it tastes so sweet and
creamy.

after ice-cream
after flavors

after vanilla

SCawp

after sweet
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7.9.5 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions
by correctly spelling grade-appropriate, high-frequency words and applying conventional spelling
patterns/rules EXAMPLES: consonant doubling, consonant patterns, units of meaning — common
roots, base words, pre/suffixes

€ How should the underlined word in the
sentence below be spelled?

We scanned the vast crowd for a
fammiliar face.

A. familear
B. familier
C. familliar
D. familiar

7.9.2 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions
by applying capitalization rules

0 Which edit should be made to the sentence
below?

Every November, Americans take time on
Veterans day to honor those who served
their country in the military.

Change November to november.
Change Veterans to veterans.
Change day to Day.

Sawp

Change military to Military.
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7.1.1 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by using
varied sentence length and structure to enhance meaning (e.g., including phrases and clauses)

@© What is the best way to combine the three
sentences below?

Mount Rainier has three named peaks. Mount
Rainier is located in Washington. Mount
Rainier is an active volcano.

A. Located in Washington, Mount Rainier
is an active volcano with three named
peaks.

B. Mount Rainier is an active volcano, has
three named peaks and it is located in
Washington.

C. An active volcano, but Mount Rainier
has three named peaks and is located in
Washington.

D. Mount Rainier has three named peaks,
it is located in Washington, and it is an
active volcano.

7.9.4 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions

by applying appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning
EXAMPLES: colons, semicolons

@ Which sentence is punctuated correctly?

A. Last night’s game which included several
players, from last year, was particularly
exciting.

B. Last night’s game which included several
players from last year, was particularly
exciting.

C. Last night’s game, which included several
players from last year, was particularly
exciting.

D. Last night’s game, which included several
players from last year was particularly
exciting.
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7.9.5 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions

by correctly spelling grade-appropriate, high-frequency words and applying conventional spelling
patterns/rules EXAMPLES: consonant doubling, consonant patterns, units of meaning — common
roots, base words, pre/suffixes

@ Which word is misspelled in the sentence
below?

It will be necesary for the government
buildings to be painted in February.

SCawp

necesary
government
buildings
February

7.9.1 Inindependent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions

by applying rules of standard English usage to correct grammatical errors EXAMPLES: Clear
pronoun referent, subject-verb agreement, consistency of verb tense, irregular forms of verbs and
nouns

@ Which of the following is a sentence

fragment?

A. The American flag fifty white stars on a
blue background.

B. The stars stand for the fifty states that
make up the United States.

C. The number of stars changes when the
number of states changes.

D. The thirteen stripes on the flag stand for

the original thirteen colonies.




NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

7.9.4 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions

by applying appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning
EXAMPLES: colons, semicolons

@ Where should a comma be added to the
sentence below?

My father said “Get your chores done and
you can go to Jacob’s house for dinner.”

after father
after said

after chores

SCawp

after house

7.9.2 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions
by applying capitalization rules

@ Which word in the sentence below should be
capitalized?

The governor toured the towns in the
southern counties, and then she traveled to

Rush city.
A. governor
B. towns
C. southern
D. city
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Persuasive Writing

(There is no passage that accompanies this prompt.)

7.8.3 In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies by
including sufficient details or facts for appropriate depth of information: naming, describing,
explaining, comparing, use of visual images

@ Some young people think of professional athletes as role models. Do you think that professional

athletes have a responsibility to set a good example for young people? Write a paragraph that develops

one strong argument supporting your opinion.

Scoring Guide:

Score

Description

The paragraph provides one thorough argument that supports a position
on the question of whether professional athletes have a responsibility

to set a good example for young people. The paragraph contains

a relevant focus/controlling idea and details that support the focus.

The paragraph includes a variety of correct sentence structures and
demonstrates sustained control of grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and
mechanics.

The paragraph provides one argument that supports a position on the
question. The paragraph contains a relevant focus/controlling idea and
appropriate details. There may be minor lapses in focus and/or details
that lack development or specificity. The paragraph includes some
sentence variety and demonstrates general control of grade-appropriate
grammar, usage, and mechanics.

The paragraph is an attempt at a paragraph that supports a position
on the question. There may be major lapses in focus (i.e., the position
and support may be unclear). The paragraph includes some attempt at
sentence variety and may demonstrate inconsistent control of grammar,
usage, and mechanics.

The paragraph is undeveloped or contains an unclear focus (i.e., there
is little evidence of a position or support). The paragraph includes little
or no sentence variety and may demonstrate lack of control of grammar,
usage, and mechanics.

Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank

No response
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Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoinT 4
(ExampLE A)
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Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoinT 4
(ExampLE B)
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STupent WRITING SAMPLE — ScorRe Point 3
(ExampLE A)
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STupent WRITING SAMPLE — ScorRe Point 3
(ExampLE B)

© Yos T do dhak et ”'Lf/_ have @ -
_SG.S;zoﬂsb'-"—"}f do ¢ i_ - Vgooc{ eXarlPle,
T{b‘(__l\ "_{' -H’\{ 3 beCause ) ydut]“ﬂ Pfaf/(r “ 0. I

| ook VP 4o _+1~m7’ ancd _the o letes Should -

Kpeck, +o_be looked at e _caly_ el
For  txample a Young b7y esants fo

be a AboAblf playcr Well ¥ Hheie Paveride

_FZ/_!‘}/{}____‘?Q&IM‘ Badl ancd then ke 5’/

(iacts ook Hid Torm Bracky it

SUthe bacl ' Fhey i the oy ssaafs
o be Y sk WKC TOM gy, by ey I
Somithiag  bacl too. Mhlpfes knoy, whey
-l-h-é/ 4‘7&{0!_ vy -[,o/" [+ 'Hml- +4_¢//__
widd b (olt  r7ecd?lS, T+ 5. o ‘pact
a_@_ the dab L4 5 e r |
_[j(jfanji_b,'f.'ﬁy lo Sfl_ o yooo( €)‘é;m/9/_(__

10




NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

STupent WRITING SAMPLE — ScorRe PointT 2
(ExampLE A)
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STubent WRITING SAMPLE — ScorRe Point 1

(ExampLE A)
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My Mother Made Me . ..

Response to Informational Text

(The passage for this prompt is located in Released Items 2013 — Grade 8 Writing.)

7.3.3 In response to literary or informational text, students make and support analytical judgments
about text by using specific details and references to text or relevant citations to support focus or
judgment

@ Write a paragraph that explains how Ann Bancroft’s childhood experiences helped her choose her

career as an explorer. Use details from the passage to support your response.

Scoring Guide:

Score

Description

The paragraph provides a thorough explanation of how Ann Bancroft's
childhood helped her choose her career. The paragraph maintains a
focus/purpose throughout, includes relevant supporting details, and is
well-organized. The paragraph includes a variety of correct sentence
structures and demonstrates sustained control of grade-appropriate
grammar, usage, and mechanics.

The paragraph provides an explanation of how Ann Bancroft’s childhood
helped her choose her career. The paragraph has a focus/purpose, but
there may be minor lapses. The paragraph includes some supporting
details and is generally well-organized. The paragraph includes some
sentence variety and demonstrates general control of grade-appropriate
grammar, usage, and mechanics.

The paragraph is an attempt at an explanation of how Ann Bancroft’s
childhood helped her choose her career. The paragraph contains
major lapses in focus/purpose and/or few relevant supporting details.
The paragraph includes some attempt at sentence variety and may
demonstrate inconsistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics.

The paragraph may be unclear and/or a minimal attempt to answer the
prompt.

Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank

No response
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STupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoinT 4
(ExampLE A)
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Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoinT 4
(ExampLE B)
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STupent WRITING SAMPLE — ScorRe Point 3
(ExampLE A)
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STupent WRITING SAMPLE — ScorRe Point 3
(ExampLE B)
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STupent WRITING SAMPLE — ScorRe Point 2
(ExampLE A)
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Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score Point 1
(ExampLE A)

o ____M hen Ol hetd  Getma

m fw" x‘ o MWWQ o i

G’lrwmf

STupent WRITING SAMPLE — ScorRe PoinT 1
(ExampLE B)

® S A /ﬁ f,a/ 7/'/79, au‘/’
dors IQLA_T_‘J:[Q, s o Hds She
hie Fo be )i ke her rmother
? fofil] her dredm

19




NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

Report

(The passage for this prompt is located in Released Iltems 2013 — Grade 8 Writing.)

7.7.2 In informational writing, students effectively convey purpose by stating and maintaining a

focus/controlling idea

7.1.1

7.1.2

7.1.3

7.1.4

7.1 Structures of Language —
Applying Understanding of Sentences, Paragraphs, Text Structures

Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by using
varied sentence length and structure to enhance meaning (e.g., including phrases and clauses)

Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by using
the paragraph form: indenting, main idea, supporting details

Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by
recognizing organizational structures within paragraphs or within texts EXAMPLES (of text
structures): description, sequential chronology, proposition/support, compare/contrast, problem/
solution EXAMPLE: When given a paragraph or text and a description of text structures, students
identify structure used or their purposes

Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by
applying a format and text structure appropriate to the purpose of the writing

7.6.1

7.6.2

7.6.3

7.6.4

7.6 Informational Writing (Reports, Procedures, or Persuasive Writing) —
Organizing and Conveying Information

In informational writing, students organize ideas/concepts by using an organizational text
structure appropriate to focus/controlling idea EXAMPLES (of text structures): description,
sequential, chronology, proposition/support, compare/contrast, problem/solution

In informational writing, students organize ideas/concepts by selecting appropriate information to
set context, which may include a lead/hook

In informational writing, students organize ideas/concepts by using transition words or phrases
appropriate to organizational text structure

In informational writing, students organize ideas/concepts by writing a conclusion that provides
closure
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7.8.2

7.8.3

7.8.4

7.8.5

7.8 Informational Writing (Reports, Procedures, or Persuasive Writing) —
Using Elaboration Strategies

In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies by
including facts and details relevant to focus/controlling idea, and excluding extraneous information

In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies by
including sufficient details or facts for appropriate depth of information: naming, describing,
explaining, comparing, use of visual images

In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies by
addressing readers’ concerns (including counterarguments — in persuasive writing; addressing
potential problems — in procedures; providing context — in reports)

In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies by
commenting on the significance of information, when appropriate

7.9.1

7.9.2

7.9.4

7.9.5

7.9 Writing Conventions —
Applying Rules of Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics

In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by
applying rules of standard English usage to correct grammatical errors EXAMPLES: Clear pronoun
referent, subject-verb agreement, consistency of verb tense, irregular forms of verbs and nouns

In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by
applying capitalization rules

In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions

by applying appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning EXAMPLES:_
colons. semicolons

In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions
by correctly spelling grade-appropriate, high-frequency words and applying conventional spelling
patterns/rules EXAMPLES: consonant doubling, consonant patterns, units of meaning — common
roots, base words, pre/suffixes
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@ Write a paragraph that explains places a tourist could visit in Boston. Select appropriate information
from the organizer to support the focus of your paragraph.

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

The paragraph contains a thorough explanation of places a tourist could
visit in Boston. The paragraph maintains a focus/purpose throughout,
includes relevant facts from the organizer, and is well-organized.

The paragraph includes a variety of correct sentence structures and
demonstrates sustained control of grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and
mechanics.

The paragraph contains an explanation of places a tourist could visit

in Boston. The paragraph maintains a focus/purpose but there may be
minor lapses. The paragraph includes mostly relevant facts from the
organizer, and is generally well-organized. The paragraph includes some
sentence variety and demonstrates general control of grade-appropriate
grammar, usage, and mechanics.

The paragraph is an attempt at an explanation of places a tourist could
visit in Boston. The paragraph contains major lapses in focus/purpose

2 and/or few relevant facts from the organizer. The paragraph includes
some attempt at sentence variety and may demonstrate inconsistent
control of grammar, usage, and mechanics.

The paragraph is a minimal or vague statement about places a tourist

1 could visit in Boston.
0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.
Blank No response
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Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score Point 4
(ExampLE A)
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Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score Point 4
(ExampLE B)
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Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score Point 3
(ExampLE A)
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Can yisiy 1N Bpvon g Yhe New Erqlﬁnd
Pavaciom Theres Qby O exniptSs O €3
™Mammal s like poArre. oudS And i
Visded) Yy Ouver WS Millon  fepele 8 e,
Aastay,He PObLC Grarden tan Yoo &4 (realr
Pace for Wwulist do vigit. The, BN Garden
nas B Clower bed | IR0 Mees &nd ik
mamo‘a swan - Sh ared Dadd\e,boe,«\-;
T 8re 4D eodnyy LodeCes Places
Xoornist can ysit . — mi
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Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score Point 3
(ExampLE B)

®_  TC qpur alovast laok"”‘j la wet Bosten,
'S a ot of fun places you conga' Ok is
-PN. M\Jﬁj.um of Ling, mﬁlwhccbs_q_collec-\‘ron

of art from Muniy €5 4o MnAErm art+. Also,
here |

§ \ot ot £ mer
historical_places you can wist, includmg Reuere

House, Punker Hll Monuyment,and <ven
Penjamin Eranklins bhirinplace. You /may alse

_\A,Lan% Yo yist he beautiful Public garden,with
Llower df, frees, Shurs, and Meir Swan-Shapel
paddle boats, You san alsa visk +he John Hancok
Towler, whicth 15 e fa|lest 5k~49cra0—er 't n
_TRw Eviglond | And ladt, bt not least, you can
\Vi5+ 44V M_EN-E \and ﬁ-oqu’rUW\ wWith 2xhip'#
o_lLsﬂw_mammﬁ_Lg Maring rds, and fish,
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STupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score Point 2
(ExampLE A)

® When Yourist would have many thinas to do
_in__Bo_siolm_TheqL;mld\_m'sﬁ hisﬁ\or“c landumar ks
'lJ‘,(; 3 L?Emkjer. hil]. of E}[ﬁn mjderihbrﬁl ;rk%

ke the Jobn Hancock Tower, the tallest

one in New E_n_calaﬂ_b_%{MsbsiiﬂoL__

arts Mmusenms andk the Public Gracden. ot stop

In ot the TD Bapkrorth Crardenfor o
Celtics came of Fenuay park for a Red

50)( qome,

STupent WRITING SAMPLE — ScorRe Point 2
(ExampLE B)

qumr.\\&x o Xeofisk ol dvisr s he Inctnoad ock
Youst( Hhe Tallesk Sy Serogec hay

would e f"—-‘)‘i“j (_oo\-lrou'ss’c e X 08 SKy Scrapein
MAMNM&@M&M\SK L (e

VX e dromQioniip Qrofeshind SpecSieamand
enthuSiotric Sans.
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Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score Point 1
(ExampLE A)

® Thele  ofe  Magy (€ 1O -
ViSiy  in Fhe  boSton Alea.
Jown  Can visit  onl _3,@&1
teerts ane Jo i fo. AL AN
Yo CW 90, 3€¢€ ownl é.mf&.«n}j
ong  SPtwes. TRele /S
to do Alownnd b05+0A.
STupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score Point 1
(ExampLE B)
®

A teurist could LSt the Coast ox BoSter because

I+ 1S very wvice and Pretty lown thera.AlS o Arcther
Place they could v isi+ (s Qll of y4e baseball £ )l that
oe Aow.n in BoStan mess achuss erts.

StupenT WRITING SAMPLE — Score Point 0

®

Thsreare Q(of‘OF"’h';M?ng‘OdﬂinSJah.
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The CIiff

Response to Literary Text

(The passage for this prompt is located in Released Iltems 2013 — Grade 8 Writing.)

7.1.1

7.1.2

7.1.3

7.1.4

7.1 Structures of Language —
Applying Understanding of Sentences, Paragraphs, Text Structures

Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by using
varied sentence length and structure to enhance meaning (e.g., including phrases and clauses)

Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by using
the paragraph form: indenting, main idea, supporting details

Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by
recognizing organizational structures within paragraphs or within texts EXAMPLES (of text
structures): description, sequential chronology, proposition/support, compare/contrast, problem/
solution EXAMPLE: When given a paragraph or text and a description of text structures, students
identify structure used or their purposes

Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by
applying a format and text structure appropriate to the purpose of the writing

7.2.1

7.2.3

7.2 Writing in Response to Literary or Informational Text —
Showing Understanding of Ideas in Text

In response to literary or informational text, students show understanding of plot /ideas/
concepts by selecting and summarizing key ideas to set context

In response to literary or informational text, students show understanding of plot /ideas/
concepts by connecting what has been read (plot/ideas/concepts) to prior knowledge, other texts,
or the broader world of ideas, by referring to and explaining relevant ideas
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7.3.1

7.3.2

7.3.3

7.3.4

7.3 Writing in Response to Literary or Informational Text —
Making Analytical Judgments about Text

In response to literary or informational text, students make and support analytical
judgments about text by stating and maintaining a focus (purpose), a firm judgment, or point of
view when responding to a given question

In response to literary or informational text, students make and support analytical

judgments about text by making inferences about the relationship(s) among content, events,

characters, setting, theme, or author’s craft

EXAMPLES: Making links between characterization and author’s choice of words; making links
to characteristics of literary forms or genres

In response to literary or informational text, students make and support analytical
judgments about text by using specific details and references to text or relevant citations to
support focus or judgment

In response to literary or informational text, students make and support analytical
judgments about text by organizing ideas, using transition words/phrases and writing a
conclusion that provides closure

7.9.1

7.9.2

7.9.4

7.9.5

7.9 Writing Conventions —
Applying Rules of Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics

In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions
by applying rules of standard English usage to correct grammatical errors EXAMPLES: Clear
pronoun referent, subject-verb agreement, consistency of verb tense, irregular forms of verbs and

nouns

In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions
by applying capitalization rules

In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions

by applying appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning
EXAMPLES: colons, semicolons

In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions
by correctly spelling grade-appropriate, high-frequency words and applying conventional
spelling patterns/rules EXAMPLES: consonant doubling, consonant patterns, units of meaning —
common roots, base words, pre/suffixes
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The CIiff

Response to Literary Text

@ How does the author make the climb up the cliff seem challenging? Use details from the passage to
support your response.

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

* Purpose is clear throughout; strong focus/controlling idea OR strongly stated
purpose focuses the writing

* Intentionally organized for effect
6 e Fully developed details, rich and/or insightful elaboration supports purpose
e Distinctive voice, tone, and style enhance meaning

* Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and
mechanics

* Purpose is clear; focus/controlling idea is maintained throughout

* Well-organized and coherent throughout

e Details are relevant and support purpose; details are sufficiently elaborated
* Strong command of sentence structure; uses language to enhance meaning

* Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and
mechanics

* Purpose is evident; focus/controlling idea may not be maintained

* Generally organized and coherent

4 e Details are relevant and mostly support purpose

* Well-constructed sentences; uses language well

* May have inconsistent control of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics

* Writing has a general purpose

e Some sense of organization; may have lapses in coherence

3 * Some relevant details support purpose

e Uses language adequately; may show little variety of sentence structures
* May contain some serious errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics

* Attempted or vague purpose; stays on topic

* Little evidence of organization; lapses in coherence

2 * Generalizes or lists details

e Lacks sentence control; uses language poorly

e Errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are distracting

* Lack of evident purpose; topic may not be clear

¢ Incoherent or undeveloped organization

1 * Random information

e Rudimentary or deficient use of language

* Serious and persistent errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics throughout

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response

31



NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — ScoRe PoINT 6

As T (ead this passage The CHEE) w was wore
than o stony: 1€ was an experience thatwes dlescvibed
so effectiviy, L felt (e T was the, Not only did
the auviwer mok_e_hv\na and Eg%\eis \imb scary and
suspenseful, We ayg wade the hiye Sw_ndx_mc«.c[«kla;
C\‘A“.@ﬂ%t!%;l\&(_ _aulhpgy used Several ideas that wnade
the climb a c_hql\en%e; the -t\\ouqu\nt that the k€
we's Shpperj,the voy the clikf yas sheer, ard the

Tre Sirst vaythe author made the climb seem \ike a
Adticultr ack, was \igm e descrived the \ifE as S\ippei'ﬂ_ 1o
a  VLnown fact that when fock 1S Wet, ix s more dangerous
thon ever to ¢hmb, sz that __\aagstw\_!ehginﬁ {actor by
& lot: Aloe, mot ovly Qels water make o c\imy wmore A€
it 'S also wlid, and atter o \og Lime climpivg,it
5ot ot numbs the Kingers, so thatl they'rc quite unafl-
ecetve to  climb \ith _Th'!_{d-_l%,_mtul% smoall wakerbal\y
Cloving from the CldE puks a Lot of redvaints on praces
to ge\p, LeRuSe when the viods and craunies that

{—'\ou"mcs out 0f Them, it wakes these spots sort of off
kwiks. The author did 4 great 30 elaborating oy the:
difficuttyet the c'np, oy making  samething o smgle
aq woler seem teff'\ﬁg‘m}
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STupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoINT 6

~ _Tv additun, angther  technigue the authoer used o
Mak¥e Amng't diwmy a_¢hallevigg WaS b\j gl_e,scﬂbim}_thg N
i€ as  sweer Sheer oy vs especially ward 4¢ Climy
ecause (L9 a_ vertical slape, and almg the wiay, Auna
wou\a\ hale no time to s.to‘,, vest, gr even turn amvud
since thhe Cock was s StPep and sheer Also, Mﬁ_-
that e €€ copsinted of na plantlite othey twan
_MossS Qm.,;..i near e streaws, wade (4 incraibly chall-
enaing  DeCaUSe thei C were na Tees o veqikotion T
%_fab on 10 1€ Anna SVipped qud Was abeut to fal).
bnm\l\j, cjlm\mﬂg sheer vock Would lag o mt\wndcrt‘“j‘
pecause anqhm@ Anna, uw\d Yooy ;»P she'd <ee n@mi\ but
virticod (ock and _a\_t_sy!‘\e use o shegy cock Veft me tern
€ied jond moade Ythe Wiye very mece challengivg than evér

_ Fwaly, ok the imox ob e SLomy, vhen Anne
awnet shpped the difticuity ob Une e seemed almost
imposs IV Lo owts comp, Firsk ok, when Avwa skyped, she
had  nownert to put W Seer ang she  was Daidly
Vanged o0 wikn Wee ahcady tuwb fines she seemed
neipiess, but e qot et way ot . AV the ceaders Vot
o vondy wvnat Avna was L\\m\u;\} i\\tv\ and (£ she
lost  gpe, the dif€ieultyls’ vee p_Qowna uas Plabably Mo
ovem\f\e,\mmg Than  ever ekove Last of ally how tereit,@d
Wyt She Zove \)(t\f\ W€ she Yhadwl haug Cound
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STupent WRITING SAMPLE — ScorRe PoINT 6

that lm%e and it seemed the only way eut was
down’ Even at a time when all hmmm__ost
Anvia  overcame the C‘M\\emﬁq. I

To onclude, the three techniques the auther
used o male the (\i¢k hike Seem chaVlenqeng weve
ﬁgsc'ﬂbsm} the rok as Shegr ma\mvs the clift
S\q:’p-t'.rx:57 ond the Many thm<5$ thal Wagpened when Anva
SVipped. TWis  swioM passage teéaches to ot give up, no
oM LC o, ﬁdiul\ou)‘j Af{icu\t Y\ Slt‘lﬁum mo.
seam. TE we oW con express the \ind of  dexi¥enpayion
Avna Wed in Wiel, Wl Olimb Over I voughr yots,

and  (Ontivmge Suyr _aqs\‘_v_\esds ot 1Le.

Purpose is clear throughout; strong focus/controlling idea OR strongly stated purpose focuses the writing
Intentionally organized for effect

Fully developed details, rich and/or insightful elaboration supports purpose

Distinctive voice, tone, and style enhance meaning

Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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STupent WRITING SAMPLE — ScorRe PointT 5
(ExampLE A)

[14)

Wak (o ener done SoMing chalegioy) Someting teet Yook 3 Wk ot
etiort andcaurage, out 0t end vou afe ghad that you did XY Thets.
bocs 8 gie\ mamed v Re\> inthe sty The CNEE" by TA.
Faccen. Anna has o climb 3 WS LoV her pek Hactos pamed
Eﬂﬁ\e,}arﬁzm.m_\x 15 A NEFiculx Aimp, Fne prathies 1 X o
e fop. The auAror Makes fhe W EE A\ seem cralleagy iy \n\:)
des Lt-Lﬁw}g.m_M&{\b...‘5!.1'()]‘&(;5 ,.I‘Bf-'mj.;& e d e Avva do
reach 2 ledog, And aving D giece ok fack ek of € Yhe k.

i Yool 4iky Sau W ONECis Shopecy. As v Lslbs Yovecds
toe CMES, Swe gmir.:aj!\a_‘c_mk_m\\b_'\_m_i’s_h\\er Ao s
M&ﬁm@;ﬂj&m@tﬁ
cracks and ¥ Plewed doun the c\ikd, ma“inj N\ vuy
shiny and s\igpery. Yat would loe AMdlenging treduse ik
Wwowd be hhavd 40 cVey o0 Yo ¥k rock €AY Ledg
_SL\SQ_WLJ, | o

- Mu_wa&ikﬁ;ﬁ\s Auiher makes Fhe clinb we the
CHES Stem dnalenging is a one Quink 1% {5

Dad for Aa 30 ach 3 \dge. As Awa tates Yae
Clirnb ug, mg__is_c&‘\sx\_bmg_up_a crack That qms ug Ywe
i b\j_ putiin e e in e adk. Rok a6 she
aek> c\osee Yo Yop, A XK Comes dam an end.

She es @ o \edae Dok she cany rrach vk cath
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STupent WRITING SAMPLE — ScorRe PointT 5
(ExampLE A)

e bands, SO S tvies xo haw \ee feed edch ik, S
1ifkd g oes leg do the ledg, and Yer big due coughd ik,
aCks Svie vealzed Ynak e Dovid couMa'd veadn (v, she
probably panicied 8 \itkle,and alss, ¥ 15 mudh hardes 4o

1each ;cm\dhms_wi_%nur_ci&_‘ﬂﬂﬂmih_gn»_hﬁ&dil

e \asd way Yok by Seem
mgxe%wmw
P\x e %m

@MJ%LLL
oQ Yo Yook \xoXe QML_&_\LLS_O_&_S—
Stcadied esR\f, AMMMW

Spot o hjﬂ e ynade
e '-ualjjcd\\s._ﬁne Thes Qou\é_\x_df_&\k.r\gmq
because ﬁmmbgm@mﬁm

er terveus bu¥ Aeg bedust e cowddave

made F & the ?_\cgs-_dg e e Advdn'y
Ve off, o -

As you can e, e aw¥nor (iade “the N Lg Kne
a4 Sr,c.m M aWena g oy dexﬁb\n&hb\n e
KK > i\Wm\aa\e(, abing i ovd oe
Acoo o ;mmmmm@m ol <X
b&a& of{ Qc' e L_\QS-
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STupenTt WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoInT 5
(ExampLE A)

Soe Yook going a0d going, TF T e Acoe T quolably -
LN Y due clienbed g e CWEE beduse T
am Scaced of eighks, bud 1§ T ve Yo iy g
jhc_ﬂﬁ_ﬁm\mmm_“gﬂj_'&hhﬁ’_ﬁt_s
ﬁaud,_'& wonld Nawe Yoeen g_afec\, ang L Nics\'\* Nk
Nove hegr gotag Lile she did, “The CWEF oy T AL
Baren Luas @ gredl Story Wak faugenk e ik uou
Ser Youe owed Yo sovening, wow cando i,

Purpose is clear; focus/controlling idea is maintained throughout

Well-organized and coherent throughout

Details are relevant and support purpose; details are sufficiently elaborated
Strong command of sentence structure; uses language to enhance meaning
Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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STupenTt WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoInT 5
(ExampLE B)

The. Quthoc molus ¥ rlivh v
Mt olEE seom c“ﬂ«\\ﬂm\m N sevem\ wngs,

T Sics ey 1o Bk SO pothor aus
M__éukﬂz_&f_mm&._{\se_umm__

h\\mr—%b‘ “Pwon. ﬂom_ﬁmg_ﬁgimﬁt_&u
putnoc :msls Yo male

H gi\"\\* W Climp Lﬁhg?%m
@ oL ¢ ok of d,a’rm\s folees Tongpe fo

Y Ot
\0\'\ AN \Q 'W\E\h Qe \\}ﬁ\' %(\‘Snn )I'b

O o (\\\QC X
__di(:p 2200

Q0 Y omade M oddE
St cia\ROeo, \Woe Yag PO@r Wt :
W'S_ -m. @ RO\ “SDu )ﬂu
Qm L WM DN : S0 NI

)ﬂ\ﬂ, ‘Q AL 1\ u e, \ 0 lu‘ll\
T Gy Moo et

gb \oaxd) &\M » ') neop N They
\S D.oes. _ong \?_
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STupenTt WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoInT 5
(ExampLE B)

Does she hang on? Will ke five? Doer
5\\%2 dig?” \!(hc; moes c\img‘ng, f\rhﬁ%
Clitk  seem ¢ SCocu, Ond  Chellgfmineg.
o A gw %w%:: et po?\]i(f N
W (e MU S NDe s Velvy impoten
o meline Y cMEF seem Chnolleadion,
Y00, k*}vgm S Aoesny l'eg\w'z 0y other” gaion

0 S0 he( y aneying 6N
bl ONly \\ar_9 hoands, m.xséL?*f}; Y?o')ccv-‘m\x
07 ledog ond  po\ WeadE up, Thed
@0{\ Nokes VPV V\Ope Mot he
% oble o Swif \% vp inshedd
Dk ?_u\\'mg ang Qoss\b\g) c\a'\e'mg. Se, +He

NSlaa aCon ofF he wos Ver
st oW Yo CHEE 2eam
cho\lpnoyico,, -
The end  of Y pae.m%_whm__ -
Anna . stood %ﬁe\g o0 ’\op‘ N\pzﬁ Yhe
CWEE S chplgose, he way ¥ Spus
"o f‘rooé ot Q\m 5@9 go:@z\kﬁ" sete My
W\uu\S ox Y end. T con se o pichuee ofF &
O\ shorfieg, of Mg gdge oF o Ol
rlyok{n Am o¥ i-\%;;kmm% }rﬁm 'Jé Juﬁli.‘a ]
Clim CoSe fof e, entd moles
ML veuhre T i(\’\'ﬂt\‘ii)% & M NEF
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STupenTt WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoInT 5
(ExampLE B)

Yo¥ Moo sy Oieeed. TH N\O‘;W&
QKK 2o \Ngowde. . o A o\ o€
QXS A\ Wg g fOrm Some

g;w\\ Q\L\om e 5our VRO, ’m if\’(ms\%
R

CYQ‘Dx%ND OL&%%E)\J\L B x% g“i?%x“ N m,

Wt oge 3
of W\olmb \’m
\5\)&6. &R.%m Yy
mm& Qumx (en) \é’ |
W See how

(
‘r\g‘(&&t&i\mu é_be Yo L\\Mb :\ C.\i?f" .
¢ \ O\ mghme
: Eg)\&%\ﬁa\gmﬁs

Mo ONEE seem

Purpose is clear; focus/controlling idea is maintained throughout

e Well-organized and coherent throughout

Details are relevant and support purpose; details are sufficiently elaborated

e Strong command of sentence structure; uses language to enhance meaning
e Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoinT 4
(ExampLE A)

o Tle At hor mczlk'e‘g Fhe Climb
up e ). f€ ceem F.“\ tin
IE!LQM( W‘\\I Mui— Fhe fL .

,g.a r pw
H\f % %F,mn\, oL “"ﬁ

Ahnaj_m{-./p( “wa -]

\ 10064y, AL.O
rﬁf‘fféﬁﬂ _:'3’H\.S 2 ﬁg
e ng':f e ckal[er@r@ Llfml;
]{tﬂ, the anthor desc iLes:
Atui—l—ndo;n\g cva MFL: L';'Fﬂy o
_thj_'_L‘iLLiALLﬁ L0
Bl on Lo, the aulhor sy,
L_énme};wkes #ch C’th mosﬂ 7"0
e r (IS ——&J—@—
the 01/\‘{}‘5 % Fhat
Prowl-c)é fFrom f“-.e Wq}'tru

59am5 hd Somp L, hne g, "\J-
CCm&j e

T e
>

l te
;i{eLTéL andholds L‘f_l«a}

Myt‘ﬂeq 0\5 LS;JL
1 0 h _onwlCrogmny,
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Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoinT 4
(ExampLE A)

- author Sayg, “The Ly ofF
'H\ rock broke offl chﬂ/rmas/-
tel).”Anng thew hears +he
53 eces o0F reck %umbl down
he LILFf y S5 < ;ch ;c Scenc

Shows ow 'A!J/t cach S f’f ) S,
mg _Low anjerauq
W owul d J_h__ 4 h
naolly, 4 nha eves
er&fl 4 :f{ rop e F

4 Aél ]L)ne A5 54 4L
'Tkr “muscles l?h éé’r,ﬁ
J,:_L; h; ached terr, bly.
.Slwwﬁ Aow_i+inuaﬂj
H\e %.f;mbr g the cli FE )5
(/]

Pn M hpas . |
. ___}:3915_&7 ue/ ar fey, o~Ff
I he yf Fhat kle m_dhar
maJe the climb wp the |, £€
,&%‘em d) ££cul + '};)1_044&)749\41‘

wa.)' 19€- _ o

e Purpose is evident; focus/controlling idea may not be maintained

e Generally organized and coherent

e Details are relevant and mostly support purpose

e Well-constructed sentences; uses language well

e May have inconsistent control of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics

42




NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoinT 4
(ExampLE B)

14

0 sYory Seem  naroeY Tron W
OCTUlN\Y 1S A, but Yreve
are _wany wWoy Yo Con vy FOr exampit
Ave author of ‘The Clige?, T- & Garon, wree

e AYe CWE
Seered) OXICeamy Wc)\\e(\ \ng. Sonre.

oem_ws_desd s wag

adina  exXe\d

Mations, Geseeining e W
in Ao, and addirg n weat’ e main.

ArovadRy , Ava wos (0 ey -

O of e WS e autioee
MM@M\H‘ _Seem A cul

Was oy ﬁ;ﬁ% W SXCNAMORICNI. WheN
et ' S

AW e Auwinoe s m\ng 10 vyave
SOME TINCY \oud , €

Of eonxi0 0. Sore  examples. of Are ALdrOr
UsINg X0 Moty WordS e
Clige s\ " o Crodd C\ouwest” T
otk Mg Yender nelieve e c\E wos
CRAIRN QNG Yo Qiimb Excamaiory
WerdS OF — QRMOses 1S jusy One

e survac oreated e W\ umon_‘rﬁ
e Qi€ Wos Cm\\evwmg\»mg__.__
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Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoinT 4
(ExampLE B)

Anctree wWay mamm

Cliff Seern 0\l WS
c,\:ss:mm Are it i Ao\ vinen

Ut e OWEE TA BAYON WS
y ANE L TORS Q\Sﬁtmm_fmke,
tre yradex AnMint Ye Clif
Thon e Te  gusn i
hrge ‘... o deep Crocy Yot Snored WS

om e onse. ® e QeSO @nons
AR e QLR seem Qm\\efqm% g o B
Al

Lostiy, e outeer odded i

ow Aning, Yne o charactey, wos

e CHEETre way Ane auavie.

gm;u._\gcr_mtd; duq ceep Vo Aneir
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoinT 4
(ExampLE B)
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Purpose is evident; focus/controlling idea may not be maintained

Generally organized and coherent

Details are relevant and mostly support purpose

Well-constructed sentences; uses language well

May have inconsistent control of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics

45




NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

STupent WRITING SAMPLE — ScorRe Point 3
(ExampLE A)
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

STtupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score Point 3
(ExampLE B)
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e Writing has a general purpose

e Some sense of organization; may have lapses in coherence

e Some relevant details support purpose

* Uses language adequately; may show little variety of sentence structures
¢ May contain some serious errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics

47



NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

STupent WRITING SAMPLE — ScorRe PointT 2
(ExampLE A)
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e Attempted or vague purpose; stays on topic
Little evidence of organization; lapses in coherence
Generalizes or lists details
Lacks sentence control; uses language poorly
Errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are distracting
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

STupent WRITING SAMPLE — ScorRe PointT 2
(ExampLE B)

The autror mokhes C\imb;n%'
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e o She S D Vo> gne foch wos
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e Attempted or vague purpose; stays on topic

Little evidence of organization; lapses in coherence

e Generalizes or lists details

Lacks sentence control; uses language poorly

e Errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are distracting
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

STubent WRITING SAMPLE — ScorRe Point 1
(ExampLE A)
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e Lack of evident purpose; topic may not be clear

e Incoherent or undeveloped organization

e Random information

¢ Rudimentary or deficient use of language

Serious and persistent errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics throughout
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

STubent WRITING SAMPLE — ScorRe Point 1
(ExampLE B)
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Lack of evident purpose; topic may not be clear

Incoherent or undeveloped organization

Random information

Rudimentary or deficient use of language

Serious and persistent errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics throughout
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score Point 0

(continued on next page)
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score Point 0

(continued on next page)
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score Point 0
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Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.
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