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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 READING 

7.3.2 Shows breadth of vocabulary knowledge through demonstrating understanding of word 
meaning and relationships by selecting appropriate words or explaining the use of words in context, 
including content specifi c vocabulary, words with multiple meanings, or precise vocabulary

7.2.1 Students identify the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary by using strategies to unlock meaning 
(e.g., knowledge of word structure, including prefi xes/suffi xes, base words, common roots, or word 
origins; or context clues; or other resources, such as, dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses; or prior 
knowledge)

252833.000 D Common, CMN

Some members of the committee were shocked 
by the flippant remarks made at the solemn 
event.

q What does the word flippant mean as it is 
used in the box?

A. hopeless

B. confusing

C. exaggerated

D. disrespectful

252945.000 D Common, CMN

Use the defi nitions below to answer the question.

trace n  1. a visible mark of a person or thing 
once present  2. a barely visible indication, touch  
3. a very small amount, a dash  4. a path through 
the wilderness made by people or animals

w What is the best definition of the word trace 
as it is used in this sentence?

 The pioneers followed the trace across the 
mountains and settled in the valley near a 
blue lake.

A. definition 1

B. definition 2

C. definition 3

D. definition 4
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 READING

Life on the Oregon Trail
Informational Text

(The passage for these questions is located in Released Items 2013 – Grade 8 Reading.)

7.7.1 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by 
obtaining information from text features (e.g., table of contents, glossary, index, transition words/
phrases, transitional devices, bold or italicized text, headings, subheadings, graphic organizers, charts, 
graphs, or illustrations)

7.7.2 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by 
using information from the text to answer questions, to state the main/central ideas, or to provide 
supporting details

253077.000 B Common, CMN

e The illustration shows that the emigrants on 
the Oregon Trail

A. prepared to travel at night.

B. remained close together.

C. found the trail to be very rocky.

D. were often lost on the trail.

253082.000 A Common, CMN

r To avoid dust from the wagons in front of 
them, emigrants sometimes

A. walked along the footpaths beside the 
wagon trail.

B. left early to get ahead of the wagon 
train.

C. wore bandanas over their mouths.

D. rode in the backs of the wagons.
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 READING 

Life on the Oregon Trail
Informational Text

(The passage for these questions is located in Released Items 2013 – Grade 8 Reading.)

7.7.2 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by 
using information from the text to answer questions, to state the main/central ideas, or to provide 
supporting details 

7.4.1 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by 
using information from the text to answer questions, to state the main/central ideas, or to provide 
supporting details

253024.000 D Common, CMN

t What caused the widening of the Oregon Trail?

A. Most people walked on the main trail to 
avoid getting lost.

B. People had used the trail for many years 
to go east and west.

C. Wagon trains often passed each other on 
the trail.

D. Wagons traveled side by side on the
main trail.

253088.000 D Common, CMN

y In paragraph 5, which hazard of the trip does 
Arabella Clemens experience?

A. getting sick

B. going hungry

C. being injured

D. becoming lost
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 READING

Life on the Oregon Trail
Informational Text

(The passage for these questions is located in Released Items 2013 – Grade 8 Reading.)

7.8.5 Analyze and interpret informational text, citing evidence as appropriate by making inferences 
about causes or effects

Scoring Guide:
Score Description

4
Response provides a thorough description of how various wagon formations helped the 
emigrants. Response includes relevant information from the passage.

3
Response provides a description of how various wagon formations helped the emigrants. 
Response includes some relevant information from the passage.

2
Response provides a partial description of how various wagon formations helped the 
emigrants. Response includes limited information from the passage.

1 Response is vague or minimal.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response

Training Notes:

Response may include, but is not limited to:

•  fairness—the wagons rotated positions daily so that the same people would not always be 
exposed to heavy amounts of dust.

• defense—the wagons were corralled in a circle at night.

253087.000 Common, CMN

u Explain how various wagon formations helped the emigrants. Use information from the passage to 
support your answer.
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 READING 

SCORE POINT 4

Response provides a thorough description of how various wagon formations helped the emigrants. Response 
includes relevant information from the passage.

    u    
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 READING

SCORE POINT 3

Response provides a description of how various wagon formations helped the emigrants. Response includes 
some relevant information from the passage.

    u    
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 READING 

SCORE POINT 2

Response provides a partial description of how various wagon formations helped the emigrants. Response 
includes limited information from the passage.

    u    

SCORE POINT 1

Response is vague or minimal.

    u    
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 READING

SCORE POINT 0

Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

    u    
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 READING 

Life on the Oregon Trail
Informational Text

(The article for these questions is located in Released Items 2013 – Grade 8 Reading.)

7.2.1 Students identify the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary by using strategies to unlock meaning 
(e.g., knowledge of word structure, including prefi xes/suffi xes, base words, common roots, or word 
origins; or context clues; or other resources, such as, dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses; or prior 
knowledge)

7.7.3 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by 
organizing information to show understanding (e.g., representing main/central ideas or details within 
text through charting, mapping, paraphrasing, summarizing, or comparing/contrasting)

253090.000 A Common, CMN

i In paragraph 8, the word prudent means

A. wise.

B. tough.

C. dangerous.

D. hopeful.

253093.000 C Common, CMN

o One disadvantage of sleeping in tents was that

A. they were smelly from being wet.

B. wild animals could enter under the flaps.

C. strong thunderstorms blew them over.

D. they were difficult to put up every night.
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 READING

Life on the Oregon Trail
Informational Text

(The article for these questions is located in Released Items 2013 – Grade 8 Reading.)

7.2.1 Students identify the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary by using strategies to unlock meaning 
(e.g., knowledge of word structure, including prefi xes/suffi xes, base words, common roots, or word 
origins; or context clues; or other resources, such as, dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses; or prior 
knowledge)

7.8.3 Analyze and interpret informational text, citing evidence as appropriate by drawing inferences 
about text, including author’s purpose (e.g., to inform, explain, entertain, persuade) or message; 
or using supporting evidence to form or evaluate opinions/judgments and assertions about the 
central ideas that are relevant EXAMPLE (of evaluating): Given a statement (opinion, judgment, 
or assertions), students provide evidence from the text that this statement does/does not support the 
author’s purpose in writing the piece.

253042.000 D Common, CMN

a In paragraph 10, the word liability means

A. symptom.

B. distinction.

C. responsibility.

D. problem.

253096.000 C Common, CMN

s What is the author’s most likely purpose for 
writing this passage about the 1800s?

A. to explain why so many emigrants chose 
to head west

B. to provide a detailed description of the 
dangers on the frontier

C. to provide a factual account of travel on 
the Oregon Trail

D. to describe the kinds of people who 
risked their lives to go west
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 READING 

Life on the Oregon Trail
Informational Text

(The article for these questions is located in Released Items 2013 – Grade 8 Reading.)

7.8.3 Analyze and interpret informational text, citing evidence as appropriate by drawing inferences 
about text, including author’s purpose (e.g., to inform, explain, entertain, persuade) or message; 
or using supporting evidence to form or evaluate opinions/judgments and assertions about the 
central ideas that are relevant EXAMPLE (of evaluating): Given a statement (opinion, judgment, 
or assertions), students provide evidence from the text that this statement does/does not support the 
author’s purpose in writing the piece.

Scoring Guide:
Score Description

4
Response provides a thorough explanation of how the author’s use of eyewitness 
accounts contributes to the reader’s understanding of the passage. Response includes 
relevant information from the passage.

3
Response provides an explanation of how the author’s use of eyewitness accounts 
contributes to the understanding of the passage. Response includes some relevant 
information from the passage.

2
Response provides a partial explanation of how the author’s use of eyewitness accounts 
contributes to the understanding of the passage. Response includes limited information 
from the passage.

1 Response is vague or minimal.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response

Training Notes:

Response may include, but is not limited to:

• an understanding about the emigrants’ experiences

• how the emigrants felt

• the problems emigrants were able to overcome

253046.000 Common, CMN

d Explain how the author’s use of eyewitness accounts contributes to the reader’s understanding of the 
passage. Use information from the passage to support your answer.



12NECAP_2013_Grade8_Reading_Released_SupportMaterials_V2

NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 READING

SCORE POINT 4

Response provides a thorough explanation of how the author’s use of eyewitness accounts contributes to 
the reader’s understanding of the passage. Response includes relevant information from the passage.

 1@     
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 READING 

SCORE POINT 3

Response provides an explanation of how the author’s use of eyewitness accounts contributes to the 
understanding of the passage. Response includes some relevant information from the passage.

    1@    
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 READING

SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE A)

Response provides a partial explanation of how the author’s use of eyewitness accounts contributes to the 
understanding of the passage. Response includes limited information from the passage.

    1@    
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 READING 

SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE B)

Response provides a partial explanation of how the author’s use of eyewitness accounts contributes to the 
understanding of the passage. Response includes limited information from the passage.

    1@    



16NECAP_2013_Grade8_Reading_Released_SupportMaterials_V2

NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 READING

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 0

Response is vague or minimal.

Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

    1@    

    1@    
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