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7.9.4 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions
by applying appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning

@ Which sentence is punctuated correctly?

A. Mary which part of the book did you
like best?

B. Mary which part, of the book did you
like best?

C. Mary which part of the book, did you
like best?

D. Mary, which part of the book did you
like best?

7.9.1 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions
by applying rules of standard English usage to correct grammatical errors

@ Which edit should be made to the sentence
below?

One of the teachers are supposed to collect
the permission slips for the field trip we will

take on Thursday.
A. Change teachers to teacher.
B. Change are to is.
C. Change collect to collects.
D. Change will take to took.
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7.9.2 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions
by applying capitalization rules

€ Which word in the sentence below should be
capitalized?

Citizens for Greener parks is an organization
that helps people in our city plan how to use
its natural resources.

A. parks

B. organization
C. city

D. natural

7.9.4 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions

by applying appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning

@ Where should a semicolon (;) be added to the
sentence below?

I found my scarf and mittens after a great
deal of searching the location of my hat
was still a mystery.

A. after scarf
B. after deal
C. after searching

D. after location
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7.9.5 Inindependent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions
by correctly spelling grade-appropriate, high-frequency words and applying conventional spelling
patterns/rules

@© How should the underlined word in the
sentence below be spelled?

The brilliennt ocean lay sparkling before

them.
A. briliant
B. brilliant
C. brillent
D. brillient
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7.1.1 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by using
varied sentence length and structure to enhance meaning (e.g., including phrases and clauses)

@ What is the best way to combine the two
sentences below?

Ted finished his project for the science
fair. He 1s hoping to advance to the state
competition.

A. Ted finished his project for the science
fair, but he is hoping to advance to the
state competition.

B. Ted finished his project for the science
fair, he is hoping to advance to the state
competition.

C. Ted finished his project for the science
fair and Ted is hoping to advance to the
state competition.

D. Ted finished his project for the science

fair and is hoping to advance to the state
competition.
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7.9.2 Inindependent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions
by applying capitalization rules

@ Which edit should be made to the sentence
below?

Denver’s famous Art museum is downtown,
across the street from Civic Center Park.

Change Art to art.
Change downtown to Downtown.
Change street to Street.

o0 W >

Change Park to park.

7.9.1 Inindependent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions
by applying rules of standard English usage to correct grammatical errors

@ Which of the following is a sentence

fragment?

A. Benjamin Franklin was born in Boston
in 1706.

B. The first skill that he learned was
printing.

C. Using his printing skills to support his
family well.

D. He retired from printing to spend his
time inventing.
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7.9.5 Inindependent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions
by correctly spelling grade-appropriate, high-frequency words and applying conventional spelling
patterns/rules

@© Which edit should be made to the sentence
below?

After discussing the issue, the commitee
asked the principal to purchase additional
supplies.

Change discussing to discusing.
Change commitee to committee.

Change principal to principle.

Cawp

Change additional to aditional.

7.9.4 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions

by applying appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning

@ Which edit should be made to the sentence
below?

The museum’s most famous pieces of art
were displayed in it’s front rooms.

Change museum’s to museums.
Change pieces to piece’s.
Change it’s to its.

Sawp

Change rooms to rooms’.
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Adventure Story
Narrative Writing

(There is no passage that accompanies this prompt.)

7.5.3 Students demonstrate use of narrative strategies by developing characters through description,
dialogue, and actions

@ You need to write an adventure story for a class assignment. Write a paragraph that introduces and
develops your main character.

Scoring Guide:

Score

Description

The paragraph provides a thorough development of a main character through
description, dialogue, and/or actions. The paragraph maintains a clear focus. The
paragraph includes a variety of correct sentence structures and demonstrates
sustained control of grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics.

The paragraph develops a main character through description, dialogue, and/or
actions. The paragraph may have minor lapses in focus. The paragraph includes some
sentence variety and demonstrates general control of grade-appropriate grammar,
usage, and mechanics.

The paragraph provides limited development of a main character through description,
dialogue, and/or actions. The paragraph may have major lapses in focus. The
paragraph includes some attempt at sentence variety and may demonstrate
inconsistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics.

The paragraph may be unclear and/or a minimal attempt to describe a character. The
paragraph includes little or no sentence variety and may demonstrate lack of control
of grammar, usage, and mechanics.

Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank

No response
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Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoinT 4
(ExampLE A)
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Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoinT 4
(ExampLE B)
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Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoInT 3
(ExampLE A)
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Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score Point 3
(ExampLE B)
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STtupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoOINT 2
(ExampLE A)
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STtupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoOINT 2
(ExampLE B)
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Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score Point 1
(ExampLE A)
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Let’s Talk/Listen

Response to Literary Text

(The poems for this prompt are located in Released Items 2010 — Grade 8 Writing.)

7.2.3 In response to literary or informational text, students show understanding of plot/ideas/
concepts by connecting what has been read (plot/ideas/concepts) to prior knowledge, other texts,
or the broader world of ideas. by referring to and explaining relevant ideas

@ Do you think you are more like the speaker in “Let’s Talk” or the speaker in “Listen”? Write a
paragraph using details from one or both poems to support your response.

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

The paragraph provides a thorough explanation of why the student is more like the
speaker in “Let's Talk” or the speaker in “Listen.” The paragraph maintains a focus/
4 purpose throughout, includes relevant supporting details, and is well-organized.

The paragraph includes a variety of correct sentence structures and demonstrates
sustained control of grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics.

The paragraph provides an explanation of why the student is more like the speaker
in “Let's Talk” or the speaker in “Listen.” The paragraph has a focus/purpose, but

3 there may be minor lapses. The paragraph includes some supporting details and

is generally well-organized. The paragraph includes some sentence variety and
demonstrates general control of grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics.

The paragraph is an attempt at an explanation of why the student is more like the
speaker in “Let's Talk” or the speaker in “Listen” The paragraph contains major lapses
2 in focus/purpose and/or few relevant supporting details from the text. The paragraph
includes some attempt at sentence variety and may demonstrate inconsistent control
of grammar, usage, and mechanics.

The paragraph may be unclear and/or a minimal attempt to answer the prompt. The
1 paragraph includes little or no sentence variety and may demonstrate lack of control
of grammar, usage, and mechanics.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response
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Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoinT 4
(ExampLE A)
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Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoinT 4
(ExampLE B)
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Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoINT 3
(ExampLE A)
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Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoiNT 3
(ExampLE B)
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(ExampLE A)

—\A,:\]: 3“\\\\\\9_ I 0{1\ _‘i\m:(\e \fke
e ealeec 1n L-isten’ Lecanse

A Aoﬁs"\? ' e o (;_‘:{“ Aot,\)f\ And
%\k aloh, — wedd \“o*\nef oy Aown
(_\r\a\ "f;“ef\ +a a\\ j'l—\t LT RAN _O«\”ocf'l“fl
me. MeX people Ve Yo talk obedt
‘\ﬁ-\lm 1: wo\A\c) Tr_.\*\nr? \;ﬁ.“\-gr\ ‘o0
m\xcit:) 1S a\\ atound me, 23\.«( JAW\
S_UKAY S%" r_\\m;)\ "\ C\\k QY\A '\'O\\K.

17




NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 8 WRITING

STtupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoOINT 2
(ExampLE B)
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(ExampLE A)
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Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score Point 1
(ExampLE B)
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Manage Money
Persuasive Writing

(There is no passage that accompanies this prompt.)

7.8.3 In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies by
including sufficient details or facts for appropriate depth of information: naming, describing,
explaining, comparing, use of visual images

@® Some people think that it is the responsibility of schools to teach students to save and manage money.
Do you think there should be a class at school that teaches students how to save and manage money?
Write a paragraph that develops one strong argument supporting your position.

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

The paragraph provides one thorough argument that supports a position on the
question of whether there should be a class at school that teaches students how to
save and manage money. The paragraph contains a relevant focus/controlling idea and
details that support the focus. The paragraph includes a variety of correct sentence
structures and demonstrates sustained control of grade-appropriate grammar, usage,
and mechanics.

The paragraph provides one argument that supports a position on the question. The
paragraph contains a relevant focus/controlling idea and appropriate details. There

3 may be minor lapses in focus and/or details that lack development or specificity. The
paragraph includes some sentence variety and demonstrates general control of grade-
appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics.

The paragraph is an attempt at an argument that supports a position on the question.
There may be major lapses in focus (i.e., the position and support may be unclear).
The paragraph includes some attempt at sentence variety and may demonstrate
inconsistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics.

The paragraph is undeveloped or contains an unclear focus (i.e., there is little
1 evidence of a position or support). The paragraph includes little or no sentence variety
and may demonstrate lack of control of grammar, usage, and mechanics.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response
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Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoinT 4
(ExampLE A)
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Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoinT 4
(ExampLE B)
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Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoINT 3
(ExampLE A)
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Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoiNT 3
(ExampLE B)
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STtupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoOINT 2
(ExampLE A)
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StupenNTt WRITING SAMPLE — Score Point 2
(ExampLE B)
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Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score Point 1
(ExampLE A)
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Writing in Ancient Rome
Report Writing

(The fact sheet for this prompt is located in Released ltems 2010 — Grade 8 Writing.)

7.6.1

7.6.2

7.6.3

7.6.4

7.6 Informational Writing (Reports, Procedures, or Persuasive Writing —
Organizing and Conveying Information

In informational writing, students organize ideas/concepts by using an organizational text
structure appropriate to focus/controlling idea EXAMPLES (of text structures): description,
sequential, chronology, proposition/support, compare/contrast, problem/solution

In informational writing, students organize ideas/concepts by selecting appropriate
information to set context, which may include a lead/hook

In informational writing, students organize ideas/concepts by using transition words or
phrases appropriate to organizational text structure

In informational writing, students organize ideas/concepts by writing a conclusion that
provides closure

7.7.2

7.7.3

7.7 Informational Writing (Reports, Procedures, or Persuasive Writing) —
Organizing and Conveying Information

In informational writing, students effectively convey purpose by stating and maintaining a
focus/controlling idea

In informational writing, students effectively convey purpose by writing with a sense of
audience, when appropriate
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7.8.2

7.8.3

7.8.4

7.8.5

7.8 Informational Writing (Reports, Procedures, or Persuasive Writing) —
Using Elaboration Strategies

In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies
by including facts and details relevant to focus/controlling idea, and excluding extraneous
information

In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies by
including sufficient details or facts for appropriate depth of information: naming, describing,
explaining, comparing, use of visual images

In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies by
addressing readers’ concerns (including counterarguments—in persuasive writing; addressing
potential problems—in procedures; providing context—in reports)

In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies by

commenting on the significance of information, when appropriate

7.1.1

7.1.2

7.1.3

7.1.4

7.1 Structures of Language —
Applying Understanding of Sentences, Paragraphs, Text Structures

Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by
using varied sentence length and structure to enhance meaning (e.g., including phrases and
clauses)

Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by
using the paragraph form: indenting, main idea, supporting details

Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by
recognizing organizational structures within paragraphs or within texts EXAMPLES (of
text structures): description, sequential chronology, proposition/support, compare/contrast,
problem/solution EXAMPLE: When given a paragraph or text and a description of text
structures, students identify structure used or their purposes

Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by
applying a format and text structure appropriate to the purpose of the writing
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7.9 Writing Conventions —
Applying Rules of Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics

7.9.1 Inindependent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions
by applying rules of standard English usage to correct grammatical errors EXAMPLES: Clear
pronoun referent, subject-verb agreement, consistency of verb tense, irregular forms of verbs and
nouns

7.9.2 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions

by applying capitalization rules
7.9.4 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions

by applying appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning
EXAMPLES: colons, semicolons

7.9.5 Inindependent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions
by correctly spelling grade-appropriate, high-frequency words and applying conventional spelling
patterns/rules EXAMPLES: consonant doubling, consonant patterns, units of meaning — common
roots, base words, pre/suffixes

@ What would a person from ancient Rome find familiar and/or different about writing today? Select
information from the fact sheet and use your own knowledge to write a report.
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Scoring Guide:

Score

Description

* Purpose is clear throughout; strong focus/controlling idea OR strongly stated purpose
focuses the writing

¢ Intentionally organized for effect

e Fully developed details; rich and/or insightful elaboration supports purpose

e Distinctive voice, tone, and style enhance meaning

* Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics

e Purpose is clear; focus/controlling idea is maintained throughout

* Well-organized and coherent throughout

e Details are relevant and support purpose; details are sufficiently elaborated

* Strong command of sentence structure; uses language to enhance meaning

» Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics

e Purpose is evident; focus/controlling idea may not be maintained

e Generally organized and coherent

* Details are relevant and mostly support purpose

* Well-constructed sentences; uses language well

* May show inconsistent control of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics

e Writing has a general purpose

* Some sense of organization; may have lapses in coherence

e Some relevant details support purpose

e Uses language adequately; may show little variety of sentence structures
e May contain some serious errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics

e Attempted or vague purpose; stays on topic

e Little evidence of organization; lapses in coherence

* Generalizes or lists details

* Lacks sentence control; uses language poorly

e Errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are distracting

e Lack of evident purpose; topic may not be clear

* Incoherent or underdeveloped organization

e Random information

e Rudimentary or deficient use of language

Serious and persistent errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics throughout

Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank

No response
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STupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoINT 6
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STupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoINT 6
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STupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoINT 6
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* Purpose is clear throughout; strong focus/controlling idea OR strongly stated purpose focuses the writing
* Intentionally organized for effect

 Fully developed details; rich and/or insightful elaboration supports purpose

* Distinctive voice, tone, and style enhance meaning

* Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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STupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoINT 5
(ExampLE A)
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STupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoINT 5
(ExampLE A)
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STUupeNT WRITING SAMPLE — ScorRe PoINT 5
(ExampLE A)
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* Purpose is clear; focus/controlling idea is maintained throughout

* Well-organized and coherent throughout

¢ Details are relevant and support purpose; details are sufficiently elaborated

e Strong command of sentence structure; uses language to enhance meaning

» Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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STupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoINT 5
(ExampLE B)
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STupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoINT 5
(ExampLE B)
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STupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoINT 5
(ExampLE B)
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* Purpose is clear; focus/controlling idea is maintained throughout

* Well-organized and coherent throughout

¢ Details are relevant and support purpose; details are sufficiently elaborated

» Strong command of sentence structure; uses language to enhance meaning

* Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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STtupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoINT 4
(ExampLE A)
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STupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoINT 4
(ExampLE A)
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STUupeNT WRITING SAMPLE — ScorRe PoInT 4
(ExampLE A)
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* Purpose is evident; focus/controlling idea may not be maintained

e Generally organized and coherent

¢ Details are relevant and mostly support purpose

e Well-constructed sentences; uses language well

* May show inconsistent control of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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STtupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoINT 4
(ExampLE B)
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 8 WRITING

STupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoINT 4
(ExampLE B)
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 8 WRITING

STUupeNT WRITING SAMPLE — ScorRe PoInT 4
(ExampLE B)
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* Purpose is evident; focus/controlling idea may not be maintained

* Generally organized and coherent

¢ Details are relevant and mostly support purpose

* Well-constructed sentences; uses language well

* May show inconsistent control of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 8 WRITING

STupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoiNT 3
(ExampLE A)
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 8 WRITING

STUupenNT WRITING SAMPLE — ScorRe PoInT 3
(ExampLE A)
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e Writing has a general purpose

e Some sense of organization; may have lapses in coherence

e Some relevant details support purpose

e Uses language adequately; may show little variety of sentence structures
¢ May contain some serious errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 8 WRITING

STupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoiNT 3
(ExampLE B)
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 8 WRITING

STUupeNT WRITING SAMPLE — Score Point 3
(ExampLE B)

Cirmhar  and dtferent _dhovt how we
wrewe.,

* Writing has a general purpose

e Some sense of organization; may have lapses in coherence

e Some relevant details support purpose

e Uses language adequately; may show little variety of sentence structures
e May contain some serious errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics

STupeNT WRITING SAMPLE — ScorRe PoInT 2
(ExampLE A)

Comer ok AF WS yren Yelshe wece o Remow hees,

e Attempted or vague purpose; stays on topic

* Little evidence of organization; lapses in coherence

* Generalizes or lists details

* Lacks sentence control; uses language poorly

e Errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are distracting

49




NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 8 WRITING

STtupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoOINT 2
(ExampLE B)

(14)

77’/)135 a peron hou/é/_‘lglrLﬂmM%&;
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e Attempted or vague purpose; stays on topic
e Little evidence of organization; lapses in coherence

¢ Generalizes or lists details

* Lacks sentence control; uses language poorly
e Errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are distracting
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 8 WRITING

Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score Point 1
(ExampLE A)

14) _A persen £roer ancient Rome anld Q,m} ous “hiinyigdzy
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Lack of evident purpose; topic may not be clear

Incoherent or underdeveloped organization

Random information

Rudimentary or deficient use of language

Serious or persistant errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics throughout
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 8 WRITING

Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score Point 1
(ExampLE B)

14 .
S Aok ndis Modetn Aipe s el

Vanoe wele  wote  ondated Moge

wgm%_mmms,_c\« et PoDEs

STupbent WRITING SAMPLE — Score Point 1
(ExampLe B CoNTINUED)

f Pazon dom oncent @one wiied
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* Lack of evident purpose; topic may not be clear

* Incoherent or underdeveloped organization

* Random information

* Rudimentary or deficient use of language

» Serious and persistent errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics throughout

Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score Point 0

etlot Slower becayte toey
Love Sqrores @ad < ff Lot etlhes
cuhok Penc wevnt the Gaume hat &
thon oo f eGSyeY paw

Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.
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Grade 8 Writing Released Item Information - 2010

Released Item Number 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 | 11 | 12 | 13 14

Content Strand* SC|SC|SC|SC|SC|SC|SC|SC|SC]|SC|NW]|LR]|PW RW

GLE Code /79|79 79|79|79 717979 |79|79|75|72|78]|76,7-7,7-8 71,79
Depth of Knowledge Code| 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 3

Item Type® MC| MC|MC|MC|MC|MC|MC|MC|MC|MC|CR|CR|CR ER

Answer Key D B A C B D A C B C

Total Possible Points 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 4 4 4 12

'Content Strand: SC = Structures of Language & Writing Conventions. Short Responses — NW = Narrative Writing, LR = Response
to Literary Text, PW = Persuasive Writing. Extended Response — RW = Report Writing

?ltem Type: MC = Multiple Choice, CR = Constructed Response, ER = Writing Prompt




