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NECAP 2008 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 8 WRITING

7.9.1 Inindependent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by
applying rules of standard English usage to correct grammatical errors

@ What is the correct form of the underlined
word in the sentence below?

Last year, the whale swims back and forth in
the channel.

A. swim

B. swam

C. swimming
D. swum

7.9.2 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by
applying capitalization rules

@ Which word in the sentence below should be
capitalized?

According to scientists from NASA, the planet
most likely to be the home of some new form
of life is mars.

A. scientists
B. planet

C. home

D. mars



NECAP 2008 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 8 WRITING

7.1.1 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by using
varied sentence length and structure to enhance meaning (e.g., including phrases and clauses)

€ What is the best way to combine the two
sentences below?

Some icebergs are called “growlers.” They make
a noise as they melt.

A. As some icebergs melt they are called
“growlers” and make a noise.

B. Since some icebergs are called “growlers”
they make a noise when they melt.

C. Some icebergs are called “growlers”
because they make a noise as they melt.

D. Some icebergs are called “growlers,”
make a noise, and melt.

7.9.5 Inindependent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions

by correctly spelling grade-appropriate, high-frequency words and applying conventional spelling
patterns/rules

@ How should the underlined word in the
sentence below be spelled?

Diamonds wouldn’t be valueable if they were

easy to find.
A. wvaluable
B. wvaluible
C. wvaluabel
D. wvalueble
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7.9.4 Inindependent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by
applying appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning

O Where should a semicolon (;) be placed in
the sentence below?

Truffles are mushrooms that are very expensive
true food lovers pay almost anything to add them
to soups and sauces.

after mushrooms
after expensive

after pay

S awp

after anything

7.9.2 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by
applying capitalization rules

@ Which word in the sentence below should be
capitalized?

In geography, I learned that the Mississippi river
flows south to the ocean.

A. geography
B. river

C. south

D. ocean
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7.9.5 Inindependent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions

by correctly spelling grade-appropriate, high-frequency words and applying conventional spelling
patterns/rules

0 Which edit is needed in the sentence below?

I asked the principle of my school if there was a
possibility I could wait until tomorrow.

Change principle to principal.
Change possibility to possability.
Change wait to weight.

S awp

Change tomorrow to tommorrow.

7.9.1 Inindependent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by
applying rules of standard English usage to correct grammatical errors

@ Which of the following is a run-on sentence?

A. Hundreds of old steam engines have
been restored and now operate at railroad
museums.

B. During the 1900s, however, many new
forms of transportation were invented and
became popular.

C. Because the population of the United
States grew dramatically, people settled in
many new areas.

D. The 1800s were called the Age of Steam

most people in the United States traveled
on steam railroads.
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7.1.1 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by using
varied sentence length and structure to enhance meaning (e.g., including phrases and clauses)

@ What is the best way to combine the two
sentences below?

The search was difficult. Several factors made it
difficult.

A. The search was difficult and several
factors made it difficult.

B. With several factors, the search was
difficult.

C. Several factors made the search difficult.

<

The search was difficult, several factors
made it difficult.

7.9.4 Inindependent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by

applying appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning

@ Which edit is needed in the sentence below?

The gorilla’s lives became much happier when
the zoo’s officials created an area with thousands
of plants from their native environment.

Change gorilla’s to gorillas’.
Change zoo’s to zoos.

Change officials to official’s.
Change thousands to thousands’.

o0 >
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Little Willy

Writing in Response to Literary Text

(The passage for this prompt is located in Released ltems 2008—Grade 8 Writing.)

7.3.2 In response to literary or informational text, students make and support analytical judgments
about text by making inferences about the relationship(s) among content, events, characters, setting,
theme, or author’s craft

@ Write a paragraph that explains the relationship between Willy and his grandfather. Include details from
the passage to support your response.

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

Response provides a clear explanation of the relationship between

Willy and his grandfather. The paragraph maintains a focus/purpose

4 throughout, includes relevant supporting details, and is well-organized.
The response includes a variety of correct sentence structures and
demonstrates sustained control of grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and
mechanics.

Response provides a general explanation of the relationship between
Willy and his grandfather. The paragraph maintains a focus/purpose, but
3 there may be minor lapses. The response includes some supporting
details and is generally well-organized. The response includes some
sentence variety and demonstrates general control of grade-appropriate
grammar, usage, and mechanics.

Response is an attempt at a paragraph that describes the relationship
between Willy and his grandfather. The response contains major lapses
2 in focus/purpose and/or few relevant supporting details from the passage.
The response includes some attempt at sentence variety and may
demonstrate inconsistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics.

Response may be unclear and/or a minimal attempt to explain the

1 relationship.
0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.
Blank No response
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Score PoInT 4
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Score Point 3
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Score PoINT 2
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Student responses to this item included only a minimal number of zeros; an appropriate sample
response could not be located.
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Can | Talk to You?

Expressive Writing

(The passage for this prompt is located in Released ltems 2008—Grade 8 Writing.)

7.5.2 Students demonstrate use of narrative strategies by using dialogue to advance plot/story line

@ Continue this story, using dialogue to develop the plot/story line.

Scoring Guide:

Score Description
4 Response includes dialogue that clearly continues the plot/story line of
the passage.
3 Response includes dialogue that generally continues the plot/story line of
the passage. There may be minor lapses in focus.
2 Response is an attempt at dialogue that continues the plot/story line,
although there may be major lapses.
1 Response may be unclear and/or a minimal attempt at a response to
the prompt.
0 Response is totally irrelevant.
Blank No response
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Score PoinT 4
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Score PoinT 3
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Score PoINT 2
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Score Point 0

[12)

Student responses to this item included only a minimal number of zeros; an appropriate sample
response could not be located.
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Lightning

Informational Writing (Report)

(The fact sheet for this prompt is located in Released Items 2008—Grade 8 Writing.)

7.6.2 In informational writing, students organize ideas/concepts by selecting appropriate information

to set context, which may include a lead/hook

@® Use the fact sheet to write an introductory paragraph for a report about the dangers of lightning.

Your paragraph should

« contain a lead sentence/hook that will interest the reader in the report,

* set the context for the report, and

* include a clear focus/controlling idea.

Select only the facts you need for your introduction.
Scoring Guide:

Score

Description

Response provides an introduction to a report about the dangers of
lightning. The paragraph contains an appropriate and effective lead
sentence, clearly sets the context for the report, and contains a clearly
stated focus/controlling idea. The paragraph includes only relevant facts
from the fact sheet. The response is well-organized. The response
includes a variety of correct sentence structures and demonstrates
sustained control of grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics.

Response provides an introduction to a report about the dangers of
lightning. There is a lead sentence, although it may serve more to
introduce the topic than to capture the reader’s interest. The paragraph
sets the context and contains a focus/controlling idea, but there may be
minor lapses in focus or clarity. The paragraph includes mostly relevant
facts from the fact sheet. The response is generally well-organized. The
response includes some sentence variety and demonstrates general control
of grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics.

Response is an attempt at a paragraph that is an introduction to a report
on the dangers of lightning. The paragraph may have no lead sentence,
may not clearly set the context, or may lack a consistent focus or clear
organization. The paragraph includes some relevant facts from the fact
sheet. The response includes some attempt at sentence variety and may
demonstrate inconsistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics.

Response is undeveloped or contains an unclear focus. There is little
evidence of logical organization.

Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank

No response
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Score Point 4
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Score Point 3
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Score PoINT 2
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Score Point 0

®

Student responses to this item included only a minimal number of zeros; an appropriate sample
response could not be located.
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Informational Writing (Persuasive Writing)

(There is no passage that accompanies this prompt.)

Do you think that making your school lunch period longer is a good idea? Write to your principal to
persuade him or her to agree with your point of view.

@ What is the focus/opinion of your writing?

Scoring Guide:

Score Description
Response contains an appropriate focus/position related to the prompt.
1 The focus/position may or may not be developed in the response to the
prompt.
0 Response is totally irrelevant.
Blank No response

@® What are the reasons/arguments in your writing?

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

Response contains relevant reasons/arguments related to the position
taken. These supporting reasons/arguments may or may not appear in

1 the response to the prompt, as long as they are a logical extension of
the position presented.
0 Response is totally irrelevant.
Blank No response
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Informational Writing (Persuasive Writing)

@ What is the conclusion to your writing?

Scoring Guide:

Score Description
1 Respon_se contains an appropriate c_onclusion related to the prompt. The
conclusion may or may not be used in the response to the prompt.
0 Response is totally irrelevant.
Blank No response

7.7.2 In informational writing, students effectively convey purpose by stating and maintaining a focus/
controlling idea

@ Do you think that making your school lunch period longer is a good idea? Write to your principal to
persuade him or her to agree with your point of view.

21
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Scoring Guide:

Score Description

* purpose/position is clear throughout; strong focus/position OR strongly stated
purpose/opinion focuses the writing

* intentionally organized for effect

* fully developed arguments and reasons; rich, insightful elaboration supports

6 purpose/opinion
* distinctive voice, tone, and style effectively support position
* consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and
mechanics
e purpose/position is clear; stated focus/opinion is maintained consistently
throughout
* well organized and coherent throughout
5 e arguments/reasons are relevant and support purpose/opinion; arguments/

reasons are sufficiently elaborated
» strong command of sentence structure; uses language to support position

* consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and
mechanics

e purpose/position and focus are evident but may not be maintained
¢ generally well organized and coherent

4 e arguments are appropriate and mostly support purpose/opinion

* well-constructed sentences; uses language well

* may contain some errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics

* purpose/position may be general

e some sense of organization; may have lapses in coherence

3 e some relevant details support purpose; arguments are thinly developed
e generally correct sentence structure; uses language adequately

* may contain some errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics

* attempted or vague purpose/position

* attempted organization; lapses in coherence

e generalized, listed, or undeveloped details/reasons

* may lack sentence control or may use language poorly

* may have errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics that interfere with
meaning

* minimal evidence of purpose/position

* little or no organization

e random or minimal details

e rudimentary or deficient use of language

* may have errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics that interfere with
meaning

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 6

Score PoInT 1
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 6
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 6
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e Writing is organized and coherent.
e Writing shows consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics.
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 5

Score Point 1
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 5
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* Writing has a clear purpose and focus with control of ideas throughout.
* Writing has precise word choice and a variety of sentence structures.
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 4

Score Point 1
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 4
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* Writing shows consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics.
* Writing has a general purpose with attempted focus.
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 3
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 3
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e Writing has g ral purpose with attempted focus.
e Writing has eorgan|zat|on
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 2
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 2
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e Writing has some supporting details.
* Writing shows minimal control of grammar, usage, and/or mechanics, which may interfere
with understanding.
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 1
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 1
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e Writing has minimal or random details.
e Writing has limited word choice and/or control of sentence structure.
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Score Point 0

[17)

Student responses to this item included only a minimal number of zeros; an appropriate sample response
could not be located.
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