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4.1.1 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by writing
a variety of complete simple and compound sentences

@ Which of the following is a complete
sentence?

A. Only a few snakes that are
pOoisSoONouSs.

B. Very shy and avoid people when
possible.

C. It is very unusual to see snakes in
the daytime.

D. When disturbed, crawl quickly away.

4.9.4 Inindependent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by
using end punctuation correctly in a variety of sentence structures

@ Which sentence has a punctuation error
at the end?

A. Which store do you want to
visit first.

B. Tell me what kind of shirt you plan
to buy.

C. The price of that pair of shoes is
much too high!

D. | will be happy if we are able to
go shopping.
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4.9.3 Inindependent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by
using commas correctly in dates and in a series

€ Where should a comma be placed in the
sentence below?

She told me that | would need my
notebook my pen, and my textbook.

after me

after need
after notebook
after and

ooOwm>»

4.9.5 Inindependent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions
by correctly spelling grade-appropriate, high-frequency words and recognizing syllables and affix
patterns/rules that are characteristic of the English spelling system

@ \Which spelling change should be made
in the sentence below?

| walked to the library to see if the new
book by my favorite arthur was there.

A. Change library to liberry.
B. Change favorite to favorit.
C. Change arthur to author.
D. Change there to their.



NECAP 2008 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

4.9.2 Inindependent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by
applying basic capitalization rules

© Which word in the sentence below
should be capitalized?

However, they were sorry to sell their
house at 127 Taunton street in River
Heights.

A. they
B. sell
C. house
D. street

4.9.1 Inindependent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by
identifying grammatical errors, when given examples

@ \Which word should replace the
underlined word in the sentence below?

If you knowed where to look in the sky,
it is easy to find the planet Venus.

A. known
B. knows
C. know
D. knowing
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4.9.3 Inindependent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by
using commas correctly in dates and in a series

@ Where should a comma be placed in the
sentence below?

The first people settled in the town on
September 25 1848.

after people
after town

after September
after 25

ooOwm>»

4.9.2 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by
applying basic capitalization rules

© Which word in the sentence below
should be capitalized?

Those math tutoring sessions with your
mother at the Washington youth Center
really paid off.

A. math
B. tutoring
C. mother
D. youth
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4.1.1 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by writing
a variety of complete simple and compound sentences

© Which of the following is a complete
sentence?
A. “Danette?” called up the stairs.
B. The cat jumped up to the window.

C. Running to the window and catching
the cat.

D. She and the cat downstairs to her
mother.

4.1.1 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by writing
a variety of complete simple and compound sentences

@ What is the best way to combine the
sentences below?

We all miss you. We’re glad your family
is happy.

A. We all miss you glad your family is
happy.

B. We all miss you but are glad your
family is happy.

C. We all miss you we’re glad your
family is happy.

D. We all miss you for we’re glad your
family is happy.
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What Is a Musical Instrument, Anyway?

Writing in Response to Informational Text

(The passage for this prompt is located in Released Iltems 2008—Grade 5 Writing.)

4.2.3 In response to literary or informational text, students show understanding of plot /ideas/

concepts by connecting what has been read (plot/ideas/concepts) to prior knowledge, which might

include other texts

@ \Write a paragraph describing how some other object could be used as a musical instrument.

Scoring Guide:

Score

Description

Response contains a description of how some other object could be
used as a musical instrument. The response maintains a focus/purpose
throughout; contains specific, relevant details from the passage to
support the focus; and is well-organized. The response includes a variety
of correct sentence structures and demonstrates sustained control of
grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics.

Response contains a description of how some other object could be
used as a musical instrument. The response maintains a focus/purpose,
but there may be minor lapses. The response contains some relevant
details that support the focus. The response is generally well-organized.
The response includes some sentence variety and demonstrates general
control of grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics.

Response contains an attempt at a description of how some other
object could be used as a musical instrument. The response contains
major lapses in the focus/purpose and/or few relevant supporting details
from the passage. The response includes some attempt at sentence
variety and may demonstrate inconsistent control of grammar, usage,
and mechanics.

Response is a minimal or vague statement about how some other
object could be used as a musical instrument.

Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank

No response
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Score PoinT 4
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Score PoinT 3
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Score Point 0O
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The Race

Writing in Response to Literary Text

(The passage for this prompt is located in Released Iltems 2008—Grade 5 Writing.)

4.3.2 Inresponse to literary or informational text, students make and support analytical judgments
about text by making inferences about content, events, characters, setting, or common themes

@ Write a paragraph describing little Willy’s feelings during the race. Use details from the

passage in your response.

Scoring Guide:

Score

Description

Response contains a description of little Willy’s feelings during the race.
The response maintains a clear focus/purpose throughout; contains
specific details from the passage to support the focus; and is well-
organized. The response includes a variety of correct sentence structures
and demonstrates sustained control of grade-appropriate grammar, usage,
and mechanics.

Response contains a description of little Willy’s feelings during the race. The
response maintains a focus/purpose, but there may be minor lapses. The
response contains some relevant details that support the focus. The response
is generally well-organized. The response includes some sentence variety
and demonstrates general control of grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and
mechanics.

Response contains an attempt of a description of little Willy's feelings.

The response contains major lapses in focus/purpose and/or few relevant
supporting details from the passage. The response includes some attempt at
sentence variety and may demonstrate inconsistent control of grammar, usage,
and mechanics.

Response is a minimal or vague statement about little Willy.

Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank

No response
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Score PoinT 3
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Score Point 1
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Wilma Rudolph

Informational Writing (Report)

(The fact sheet for this prompt is located in Released Items 2008—Grade 5 Writing.)

4.6.2 Ininformational writing (reports or procedures), students organize ideas/concepts by writing an
introduction that sets the context (including materials list in procedures)

@ Write an introduction to a report about Wilma Rudolph:
e use some information from the fact sheet,
» set the context/background for your report, and
* include a focus sentence on why Wilma was a famous person.

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

Response is an introduction to a report that clearly sets the context

for the report and includes a relevant focus sentence. The response

4 includes only relevant facts from the fact sheet. The response includes a
variety of correct sentence structures and demonstrates sustained control
of grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics.

Response is an introduction to a report that generally sets the context
for the report and includes a relevant focus sentence. There may be
minor lapses in focus or clarity. The response includes mostly relevant
facts from the fact sheet. The response includes some sentence variety
and demonstrates general control of grade-appropriate grammar, usage,
and mechanics.

Response is an attempt at an introduction to a report but may not clearly set
the context or include a clear focus sentence. The response contains some

2 relevant facts from the fact sheet. The response includes some attempt at
sentence variety and may demonstrate inconsistent control of grammar, usage,
and mechanics.

1 Response is undeveloped or contains an unclear focus.
0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.
Blank No response
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Score PoinT 4
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Score PoinT 3
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Score PoinT 2
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Narrative Writing

(The picture for this prompt is located in Released Items 2008—Grade 5 Writing.)

Write a story about what is happening in this picture.

Your story should include
e a clear story line with a beginning, middle, and end;
» details to describe the characters and what is happening to them; and
e a problem and its solution.

@ Who are the characters in your story?

Scoring Guide:

Score Description
Response contains an appropriate focus/controlling idea related to the
1 prompt. The focus/controlling idea may or may not be developed in the
response to the prompt.
0 Response is totally irrelevant.
Blank No response

® What is the problem in your story?

Scoring Guide:

Score Description
Response contains appropriate supporting details/text references related
1 to the prompt. These supporting details/references may or may not
appear in the response to the prompt, as long as they are a logical
extension of the ideas presented.
0 Response is totally irrelevant.
Blank No response
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Narrative Writing

@ How is the problem in your story solved?

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

Response contains an appropriate conclusion related to the prompt. The

1 conclusion may or may not be used in the response to the prompt.
0 Response is totally irrelevant.
Blank No response

4.4.1 In written narratives, students organize and relate a story line/plot/series of events by creating a
clear, understandable story line with a beginning, middle, and end

@ Write a story about what is happening in this picture.
Your story should include
» a clear story line with a beginning, middle, and end;
» details to describe the characters and what is happening to them; and
e a problem and its solution.

21



Scoring Guide:

NECAP 2008 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

Score

Description

organized in an engaging, effective way

has a problem and solution

chooses language effectively to create relevant and descriptive details
develops characters

uses a variety of sentence structures purposefully

consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and
mechanics

contains a clear, understandable story line with a beginning, middle, and end

has a problem and a solution

uses language to create relevant and descriptive details

identifies characters

uses a variety of correct sentence structures

consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and
mechanics

contains an understandable story line with a beginning, middle, and end
has a problem and solution

uses language adequately to create relevant details

identifies characters

uses correct sentence structures

may show inconsistent control of grade-level grammar, usage, and
mechanics

story topic is clear

has a beginning, middle, and end

uses some relevant details

identifies characters

uses language adequately; may show little variety of sentence structures
may contain some serious errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics

attempts story line

may lack effective beginning or end abruptly

uses few relevant details

names characters

lacks sentence control

errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are distracting

story topic may not be clear

incoherent or underdeveloped story line
uses little or no relevant details
rudimentary or deficient use of language

serious and persistent errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics throughout

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response

22




NECAP 2008 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 6

Score Point 1
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Score PoInT 6
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 6
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 6
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e Writing has a clear purpose and focus with control of ideas throughout.
e Writing includes supporting details with sufficient elaboration.
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 5
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 5
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 5

L

and ‘HQ/ all :quLy ever oktel

e Writing has a clear purpose and focus with control of ideas throughout.
e Writing includes supporting details with sufficient elaboration.
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 4
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 4

barr them Se  thed! e  sther
birds + —-E.ld_{hem,jr -+
(b'f'her Lil"‘glj ‘(»’)bt}_rd: 41'71:.5/)- 'f‘hem. @'.//).9
&.é, avd Jakie vould Leare “he
MW_L»J‘Q!& "f’hc’,v M"fje.‘-_{f_u_ﬂ_ﬁ/
the seacullr tome &x_(k 'far +he
d Take had «a

e watzhiig The seeg
and _protect- the eggs. T hey wght
do Thot  fomorisia Bl g, Pob and
Jakie twendt bacle 4o the pcean
Y tyatch e ,Lcagegﬂm_@gm_m but
'hlf'f ‘)(‘1';4/)5 +h € C’:g_%g werce hcx“}'ﬁ-}’l/‘_gﬁ,

and  The E_ab}a_ic_oxgﬂg_m"*‘ci-far
the/r parents 1o _lome pack
Witn some  +fpocl They reelly like
Seagulls e lote Blly, bobard T kle
wend o the ccean ever _dm.y |
Studying e scogulls  ond whet

v

e "dou The ba&y Seogulle  really
Jﬁd ‘i"h;m btga_ét,{'o #9/ (/_!.fa‘{./f/d

p{g; cuery +im e :}__jﬂ_‘L_M 1o

the ocean. o

» Writing shows consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics.
» Writing has a general purpose with attempted focus.

30




NECAP 2008 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING
Student Writing Sample—Score Point 3
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 3
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e Writing has some organization.
e Writing has some supporting details.
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 2
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 2
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¢ Writing has some supporting details.
» Writing has limited word choice and/or control of sentence structure.
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 1

T Bl et Tl
° T%Q bipds hat ﬁ_mﬂgimﬁ

OOOOOOOO

v Enl m(qif up_e Ug
Fe@ , but ke |
A;olm *aki ~

went home,

35




NECAP 2008 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

Score PoinTt O

[17)

Student responses to this item included only a minimal number of zeros; an appropriate sample response
could not be located.
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