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4.9.3 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
using commas correctly in dates and in a series 

ID:213159 C Common

q Where should a comma be placed in the 
sentence below?

I told her that my favorite vegetables 
were peas carrots, beets, and lettuce.

A. after her
B. after vegetables
C. after peas
D. after and

ID:213385 A Common

w Which spelling change should be made 
in the sentence below?

She practised whenever the weather 
was good, but sometimes she still made 
mistakes.

A. Change practised to practiced.
B. Change weather to whether.
C. Change sometimes to somtimes.
D. Change mistakes to misteaks.

4.9.5 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions 
by correctly spelling grade-appropriate, high-frequency words and recognizing syllables and affi x 
patterns/rules that are characteristic of the English spelling system
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4.9.4 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
using end punctuation correctly in a variety of sentence structures

ID:202753 B Common

e What is the best way to combine the 
sentences below?

The science fair is next Monday. The 
students are excited.

A. The students are excited about the 
science fair and it’s next Monday.

B. The students are excited about the 
science fair next Monday.

C. The science fair next Monday the 
students are excited.

D. The science fair is next Monday the 
excited students.

ID:213390 D Common

r Which sentence has a punctuation error 
at the end?

A. What should you remember about 
power lines?

B. Never touch a live electric wire!
C. Call the power company if you see a 

wire on the ground.
D. Why do you need to remember these 

safety tips.

4.1.1 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by writing 
a variety of complete simple and compound sentences
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4.9.1 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
identifying grammatical errors, when given examples

4.1.1 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by writing 
a variety of complete simple and compound sentences

ID:213407 A Common

t How should the underlined words in the 
sentence below be written?

Her and me live close to each other.

A. She and I
B. She and me
C. Me and her
D. Her and I

ID:202850 D Common

y What is the best way to combine the 
sentences below?

Tallie will be back next Friday. Tallie 
will tell you about her adventures.

A. Tallie will be back next Friday she 
will tell you about her adventures.

B. Tallie will be back next Friday tell 
you about her adventures.

C. Tallie will back next Friday but Tallie 
will tell you about her adventures.

D. Tallie will be back next Friday and 
will tell you about her adventures.



4NECAP_2007_Grade5_Writing_ReleasedItemsSupportMaterials

NECAP 2007 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

4.9.3 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
using commas correctly in dates and in a series

4.9.2 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
applying basic capitalization rules 

ID:213158 A Common

u Where should a comma be placed in the 
sentence below?

On June 30 1958, my uncle was born 
20 miles from the city of Atlanta. 

A. after 30
B. after uncle
C. after 20
D. after city

ID:213149 D Common

i Which word in the sentence below 
should be capitalized?

The capital city of the state of Maine is 
augusta.

A. capital
B. city
C. state
D. augusta
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4.1.1 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by writing 
a variety of complete simple and compound sentences

4.9.2 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
applying basic capitalization rules 

ID:202822 A Common

o Which of the following is a complete 
sentence? 

A. He is very fast and very tricky.
B. Especially Nibbles, the class mouse.
C. The cages near the back really hot.
D. Knew that he ate it yesterday.

ID:213147 C Common

1) Which word in the sentences below 
should be capitalized?

First, I saw the doctor at the hospital. 
next, I went to the mall to shop.

A. doctor
B. hospital
C. next
D. mall
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Scoring Guide:

Score Description

4

Response contains a prediction about whether Paulsen takes the dog or 
not. The response maintains a clear focus/purpose throughout, contains 
specifi c details from the passage to support the focus, and is well-
organized. The response includes a variety of correct sentence structures 
and demonstrates sustained control of grade-appropriate grammar, usage, 
and mechanics.

3

Response contains a prediction about whether Paulsen takes the dog or 
not. The response maintains a focus/purpose, but there may be minor 
lapses. The response contains some relevant details that support the 
focus. The response is generally well-organized. The response includes 
some sentence variety and demonstrates general control of grade-
appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics.

2

Response contains an attempt at a prediction about whether Paulsen 
takes the dog or not. The response contains major lapses in focus/
purpose and/or few relevant supporting details from the text. The 
response includes some attempt at sentence variety and may 
demonstrate inconsistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics.

1

Response is a minimal or vague statement about what could happen 
next in the passage. The response includes little or no sentence 
variety and may demonstrate a lack of control of grammar, usage, and 
mechanics.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response

4.3.1 In response to literary or informational text, students make and support analytical judgments 
about text by stating and maintaining a focus (purpose) when responding to a given question 

Caesar
Writing in Response to Literary Text

ID:201759 Common

1! Write a paragraph explaining why you think Gary Paulsen will or will not take the dog. 
Use details from the passage in your response.

(The passage for this prompt is located in Released Items 2007—Grade 5 Writing.)
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SCORE POINT 4

s
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SCORE POINT 3

SCORE POINT 2

s

s
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SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 0

Student responses to this item included only a minimal number of zeros; an appropriate sample 
response could not be located.

s

s
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Scoring Guide:

Score Description

4

Response contains a description of why the echidna is a strange animal. 
Response maintains a focus/purpose throughout, includes relevant facts 
from the list, and is well-organized. The response includes a variety of 
correct sentence structures and demonstrates sustained control of grade-
appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics.

3

Response contains a description of why the echidna is a strange 
animal. Response maintains a focus/purpose, but there may be 
minor lapses. The response includes mostly relevant facts from 
the list and is generally well-organized. The response includes 
some sentence variety and demonstrates general control of grade-
appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics.

2

Response is an attempt at a description of why the echidna is 
a strange animal. The response contains major lapses in focus/
purpose and/or few relevant facts from the list. The response 
includes some attempt at sentence variety and may demonstrate 
inconsistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics.

1
Response is a minimal or vague statement about why the echidna is a 
strange animal. The response includes little or no sentence variety and 
may demonstrate a lack of control of grammar, usage, and mechanics.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response

The Echidna
Informational Writing (Reports)

4.8.2 In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies by 
including facts and details relevant to focus/controlling idea 

ID:201956 Common

1@ Write a paragraph describing why the echidna is a strange animal. Choose information 
from the fact sheet to support your main idea.

(The passage for this prompt is located in Released Items 2007—Grade 5 Writing.)
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SCORE POINT 4

1@
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SCORE POINT 4

1@
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SCORE POINT 3

1@
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SCORE POINT 2

1@
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SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 0

1@

1@
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Scoring Guide:

Score Description

4

Response clearly continues the story line and provides a clear ending. 
The response contains relevant and descriptive details. The response 
includes a variety of correct sentence structures and demonstrates 
sustained control of grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics.

3

Response generally continues the story line and provides an ending, 
although there may be minor lapses. The response includes some 
sentence variety and demonstrates general control of grade-appropriate 
grammar, usage, and mechanics.

2

Response is an attempt to continue the story line and provides an 
ending, although there may be major lapses. The response includes 
some attempt at sentence variety and may demonstrate inconsistent 
control of grammar, usage, and mechanics.

1

Response may be unclear and/or a minimal attempt at a response 
to the prompt. The response includes little or no sentence variety 
and may demonstrate a lack of control of grammar, usage, and 
mechanics.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response

Monkey See, Monkey Do
Narrative Writing

4.4.1 In written narratives, students organize and relate a story line/plot/series of events by creating a 
clear, understandable story line with a beginning, middle, and end 

ID:201885 Common

1# Write an ending to the story that describes what probably happened the next time the 
Monkey went to fi sh.

(The passage for this prompt is located in Released Items 2007—Grade 5 Writing.)
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SCORE POINT 4

1#
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SCORE POINT 4

1#
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SCORE POINT 3

1#
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SCORE POINT 2

SCORE POINT 1

1#

1#
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SCORE POINT 0

1#
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Scoring Guide:

Score Description

1
Response contains an appropriate focus/controlling idea related to the 
prompt. The focus/controlling idea may or may not be developed in the 
response.

0 Response is totally irrelevant.

Blank No response

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

1

Response contains appropriate supporting details/text references related 
to the prompt. These supporting details/references may or may not 
appear in the text, as long as they are a logical extension of the ideas 
presented. The supporting details/references may or may not be used in 
the response.

0 Response is totally irrelevant.

Blank No response

Packed for Success
Writing in Response to Informational Text

Suppose you could travel back in time and join Lewis and Clark for their trip.

• What would you bring from the present to make the trip easier?

• Why would you bring those things?

Use details from the passage in your response.

ID:213653 Common

h What are the supporting details/references to text in your response? 

ID:202680 Common

g What is the focus/controlling idea of your response?

(The passage for this prompt is located in Released Items 2007—Grade 5 Writing.)
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Scoring Guide:

Score Description

1
Response contains an appropriate conclusion related to the prompt. The 
conclusion may or may not be used in the response.

0 Response is totally irrelevant.

Blank No response

ID:213654 Common

j What is the conclusion to your response?

Packed for Success
Writing in Response to Informational Text

4.3.1 In response to literary or informational text, students make and support analytical judgments 
about text by stating and maintaining a focus (purpose) when responding to a given question

ID:213655 Common

1& Suppose you could travel back in time and join Lewis and Clark for their trip.

• What would you bring from the present to make the trip easier?
• Why would you bring those things?

Use details from the passage in your response.
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Scoring Guide:

Score Description

6

• Purpose is clear throughout; strong focus/controlling idea OR strongly stated 
purpose focuses the writing

• Intentionally organized for effect
• Fully developed details; rich and/or insightful elaboration supports purpose
• Distinctive voice, tone, and style enhance meaning
• Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and 

mechanics

5

• Purpose is clear; focus/controlling idea is maintained throughout  
• Well-organized and coherent throughout
• Details are relevant and support purpose; details are suffi ciently elaborated
• Strong command of sentence structure; uses language to enhance meaning
• Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and 

mechanics

4

• Purpose is evident; focus/controlling idea may not be maintained 
• Generally organized and coherent
• Details are relevant and mostly support purpose
• Well-constructed sentences; uses language well
• May have inconsistent control of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics

3

• Writing has a general purpose
• Some sense of organization; may have lapses in coherence
• Some relevant details support purpose
• Uses language adequately; may show little variety of sentence structures
• May contain some serious errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics

2

•  Attempted or vague purpose; stays on topic
•  Little evidence of organization; lapses in coherence
• Generalizes or lists details 
• Lacks sentence control; uses language poorly
• Errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are distracting

1

• Lack of evident purpose; topic may not be clear
• Incoherent or undeveloped organization
• Random information
• Rudimentary or defi cient use of language
• Serious and persistent errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics throughout

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response
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SCORE POINT 1

1$

SCORE POINT 6

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 1

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 6

h

j

k
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 6



27NECAP_2007_Grade5_Writing_ReleasedItemsSupportMaterials

NECAP 2007 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

• Writing shows consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics.
• Writing has precise word choice and a variety of sentence structures.

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 6
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1$

h

j

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 5

1&

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 5
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 5
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• Writing has precise word choice and a variety of sentence structures.
• Writing is organized and coherent.

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 5
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1$

j

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 1

h

1&

SCORE POINT 4

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 4
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 4



33NECAP_2007_Grade5_Writing_ReleasedItemsSupportMaterials

NECAP 2007 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

• Writing has some organization.
• Writing includes supporting details with suffi cient elaboration.

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 4
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1$

h

j

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 3

1&

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 3
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• Writing has some supporting details.
• Writing has appropriate word choice and some control of sentence structure.

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 3
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1$

h

j

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 2

1&

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 2
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• Writing has minimal or random details.
• Writing shows inconsistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics.

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 2
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1$

h

j

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 1

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 1
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SCORE POINT 1

1&

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 1

• Writing lacks evident purpose or focus.
• Writing has limited word choice and/or control of sentence structure.
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SCORE POINT 0

1&

Student responses to this item included only a minimal number of zeros; an appropriate sample response 
could not be located.

1$

SCORE POINT 0

h

SCORE POINT 0

j

SCORE POINT 0


