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NECAP 2006 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

7.9.1 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
applying rules of standard English usage to correct grammatical errors

7.9.4 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
applying appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning

ID:202604 C Common

q What is the correct form of the underlined 
words below?

Icebergs is formed when moisture from the 
ocean rises up into Earth’s atmosphere.

A. were formed

B. is forming

C. are formed

D. were forming

ID:202603 D Common

w Which sentence is punctuated correctly? 

A. “Juan said My family is planning to 
move at the end of the school year.”

B. Juan said, My family is planning to move 
at the end of the school year.

C. Juan said “My family is planning to 
move at the end of the school year.”

D. Juan said, “My family is planning to 
move at the end of the school year.”
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7.1.1 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by using 
varied sentence length and structure to enhance meaning (e.g., including phrases and clauses)

7.9.5 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions 
by correctly spelling grade-appropriate, high-frequency words and applying conventional spelling 
patterns/rules

ID:202612 D Common

e How should the underlined word in the 
sentence below be spelled?

Thank you for your assistence.

A. assisttence

B. assistience

C. assistince

D. assistance 

ID:202628 A Common

r What is the best way to combine the two 
sentences below?

The last performers took the stage. The 
auditorium was two-thirds empty.

A. When the last performers took the stage, 
the auditorium was two-thirds empty.

B. The auditorium was two-thirds empty, the 
last performers took the stage. 

C. Two-thirds empty was the auditorium 
when the last performers took the stage.

D. The last performers took the stage, the 
auditorium was two-thirds empty.
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7.9.2 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
applying capitalization rules

7.9.1 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
applying rules of standard English usage to correct grammatical errors

ID:202617 D Common

t Which word in the sentence below should be 
capitalized?

The citizens of the city of Atlanta and the 
offi cials of the zoo in Grant park were all 
delighted.

A. citizens

B. city

C. offi cials

D. park

ID:202607 D Common

y Which edit is needed in this sentence?

I noticed that the ropes that attach the hammock 
to the tree were already wore out.

A. Change noticed to notice.

B. Change attach to attaches.

C. Change already to all ready.

D. Change wore to worn.



4

NECAP 2006 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

7.9.4 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
applying appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning

7.9.5 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions 
by correctly spelling grade-appropriate, high-frequency words and applying conventional spelling 
patterns/rules

ID:212963 C Common

u Where should a colon (:) be placed in the 
sentence below?

The planet Jupiter has many unusual features 
63 moons, a ring like Saturn’s, and a hurricane 
that has lasted for 400 years.

A. after Jupiter

B. after has

C. after features

D. after hurricane

ID:202667 C Common

i Which edit is needed in the sentence below?

Because the gliders didn’t have motors, the 
pilot’s main intrest was learning to control a craft 
while fl ying.

A. Change motors to moters.

B. Change main to mane.

C. Change intrest to interest.

D. Change while to wile.
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7.9.2 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
applying capitalization rules

ID:212951 B Common

o Which word in the sentence below should be 
capitalized?

My aunt called doctor Olson at his offi ce to see 
if he was leaving in the winter.

A. aunt

B. doctor

C. offi ce

D. winter
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7.1.1 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by using 
varied sentence length and structure to enhance meaning (e.g., including phrases and clauses)

ID:212981 D Common

a What is the best way to combine the three 
sentences below?

The Egyptians invented a water clock. The clock 
was a bowl with a small hole on the bottom. The 
bowl had markings on the side.

A. A bowl that had a small hole in the 
bottom and that had markings on the 
side was the water clock the Egyptians 
invented.

B. Inventing a water clock, the Egyptians 
had a bowl with a small hole on the 
bottom that had markings on the side.

C. The Egyptians invented a water clock, 
and the clock was a bowl with a small 
hole on the bottom and it had markings 
on the side.

D. The water clock that the Egyptians 
invented was a bowl with a small hole on 
the bottom and markings on the side.
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Scoring Guide:

Score Description

4
Response provides a clear explanation of how the author captures the 
reader’s interest in the introduction. The paragraph maintains a focus/purpose 
throughout, includes relevant supporting details, and is well-organized.

3

Response provides a general explanation of how the author captures the 
reader’s interest in the introduction. The paragraph maintains the focus/
purpose, but there may be minor lapses. The response includes some 
supporting details and is generally well-organized.

2

Response is an attempt at a paragraph that provides an explanation of how 
the author captures the reader’s interest in the introduction.  The response 
contains major lapses in focus/purpose and/or few relevant supporting details 
from the text.

1
Response may be unclear and/or a minimal attempt to explain how the author 
captures the reader’s interest in the introduction.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response

Scoring Notes
Possible methods for capturing the reader’s interest:
 •  The author uses the second person “you” to personalize the episode for the 

reader.
 •  The description of the ketchup as green and brown paste will get the reader’s 

attention.
 • The ingredient list will likely interest the reader.
 • The author uses a situation most readers can relate to: asking for ketchup.
 • The author uses colorful words and phrases like “lunatic” and “weirdly.”

ID:202439 Common

s Write a paragraph that explains how the author captures the reader’s interest in this introduction. Use 
details from the introduction to support your response.

7.3.2 In response to literary or informational text, students make and support analytical judgments 
about text by…making inferences about the relationship(s) among content, events, characters, 
setting, theme, or author’s craft.

Ketchup
Writing in Response to Informational Text
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SCORE POINT 4

s
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SCORE POINT 3

s
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SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 0

SCORE POINT 2

s

s

s
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Scoring Guide:

Score Description

4
Response includes an attempt to persuade the reader to read a favorite book 
or watch a favorite movie. The paragraph contains a relevant focus/controlling 
idea and details that support the focus.

3

Response includes an attempt to persuade the reader to read a favorite book 
or watch a favorite movie. The paragraph contains a relevant focus/controlling 
idea and appropriate details. There may be minor lapses in focus and/or details 
that lack development or specifi city.

2
Response is an attempt at a paragraph that persuades the reader to read a 
favorite book or watch a favorite movie. There may be lapses in focus (i.e., the 
argument is unclear).

1
Response is undeveloped or contains an unclear focus (i.e., there is little 
evidence of an argument).

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response

ID:202477 Common

d Think about the best book you have ever read or the best movie you have ever seen. Write a paragraph 
to persuade a friend to read the book or to watch the movie.

7.8.2 In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies by …
including facts and details relevant to focus/controlling idea, and excluding extraneous information.

Informational Writing (Persuasive Writing)
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SCORE POINT 4

1@
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SCORE POINT 3

1@
- - -
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SCORE POINT 2

SCORE POINT 1

1@

1@
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SCORE POINT 0

1@
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Scoring Guide:

Score Description

4

Response provides a paragraph that describes either the causes of 
desertifi cation or solutions for desertifi cation. The paragraph contains a clearly 
stated focus/controlling idea, which is maintained throughout the paragraph. 
The paragraph includes only relevant facts from the list. The response is well-
organized.

3

Response provides a paragraph that describes either the causes of 
desertifi cation or solutions for desertifi cation. The paragraph contains a focus/
controlling idea but there may be minor lapses in focus. The paragraph includes 
mostly relevant facts from the list. The paragraph is generally well-organized.

2
Response is an attempt at a paragraph that describes either the causes 
of desertifi cation or solutions for desertifi cation. The paragraph may lack a 
consistent focus. The paragraph includes some relevant facts from the list.

1
Response is undeveloped or contains an unclear focus. There is little evidence 
of logical organization.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response

ID:202457 IBC_58_2.eps Common

f Write one paragraph of a report on desertifi cation using information from the
fact sheet. Your paragraph should describe either

• the causes of desertifi cation, or

• the solutions for desertifi cation.

 The shaded area of the box shows which part of the report you should write.

7.8.2 In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies by …
including facts and details relevant to focus/controlling idea, and excluding extraneous information.

Deserts
Informational Writing (Reports)

Introduction

Body

Conclusion
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SCORE POINT 4

1#
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SCORE POINT 3

1#
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SCORE POINT 2

1#
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SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 0

1#

1#
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Scoring Guide:

Score Description

1
Response contains an appropriate focus/controlling idea related to the prompt. 
The focus/controlling idea may or may not be developed in the response.

0 Response is totally irrelevant.

Blank No response

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

1

Response contains appropriate supporting details/text references related to the 
prompt. These supporting details/references may or may not appear in the text, 
as long as they are a logical extension of the ideas presented. The supporting 
details/references may or may not be used in the response.

0 Response is totally irrelevant.

Blank No response

ID:213692 Common

h What are the supporting details/references to text in your response?

ID:202527 Common

g What is the focus/controlling idea of your response?

Drawing Horses
Writing in Response to Literary Text

In this passage, Marisa shows several character traits. For example, she is both jealous and
determined. Choose one of Marisa’s character traits, and explain how the author develops that trait.
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ID:213694 Common

k Choose one of Marisa’s character traits, and explain how the author develops that trait. 

7.3.2 In response to literary or informational text, students make and support analytical judgments 
about text by…making inferences about the relationship(s) among content, events, characters, 
setting, theme, or author’s craft.

Drawing Horses
Writing in Response to Literary Text

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

1
Response contains an appropriate conclusion related to the prompt. The 
conclusion may or may not be used in the response.

0 Response is totally irrelevant.

Blank No response

ID:213693 Common

j What is the conclusion to your response?
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Scoring Guide:

Score Description

6

• Purpose is clear throughout; strong focus/controlling idea OR strongly stated 
purpose focuses the writing

• Intentionally organized for effect
• Fully developed details, rich and/or insightful elaboration supports purpose
• Distinctive voice, tone, and style enhance meaning
• Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and 

mechanics

5

• Purpose is clear; focus/controlling idea is maintained throughout  
• Well-organized and coherent throughout
• Details are relevant and support purpose; details are suffi ciently elaborated
• Strong command of sentence structure; uses language to enhance meaning
• Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and 

mechanics

4

• Purpose is evident; focus/controlling idea may not be maintained 
• Generally organized and coherent
• Details are relevant and mostly support purpose
• Well-constructed sentences; uses language well
• May show inconsistent control of grade-level grammar, usage, and 

mechanics

3

• Writing has a general purpose
• Some sense of organization; may have lapses in coherence
• Some relevant details support purpose
• Uses language adequately; may show little variety of sentence structures
• May contain some serious errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics

2

•  Attempted or vague purpose; stays on topic; little evidence of organization; 
lapses in coherence

• Generalizes or lists details 
• Lacks sentence control; uses language poorly
• Errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are distracting

1

• Lack of evident purpose; topic may not be clear
• Incoherent or undeveloped organization
• Random information
• Rudimentary or defi cient use of language
• Serious and persistent errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics throughout

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response
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SCORE POINT 1

1$

SCORE POINT 6

1&

h

SCORE POINT 1

j

SCORE POINT 1
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• Writing has a clear purpose and focus with control of ideas throughout.
• Writing is organized and coherent.
• Writing includes supporting details with suffi cient elaboration.
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1$

h

j

SCORE POINT 5

1&

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 1
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• Writing has a clear purpose and focus with control of ideas throughout.
• Writing is organized and coherent.
• Writing has some supporting details.
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1$

h

j

SCORE POINT 4

1&

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 1
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• Writing has a general purpose with attempted focus.
• Writing has some organization.
• Writing has some supporting details.
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1$

h

j

SCORE POINT 3

1&

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 1
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• Writing has a general purpose with attempted focus. 
• Writing has some organization.
• Writing has appropriate word choice and some control of sentence structure.
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1$

h

j

SCORE POINT 2

1&

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 1
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• Writing has a general purpose with attempted focus. 
• Writing has lapses in organization or coherence, which may interfere with understanding.
• Writing has appropriate word choice and some control of sentence structure.
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1$

h

j

SCORE POINT 1

1&

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 0

• Writing lacks evident purpose or focus.
• Writing has minimal or random details.
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1$

h

j

SCORE POINT 0

1&

Because student responses to this item included only a minimal number of zeros, an appropriate sample response 
was not located.

SCORE POINT 0

SCORE POINT 0

SCORE POINT 0
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