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u Explain how Ballard prepared himself to become an undersea explorer. Use information from the 
article to support your answer.

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

4
Response provides a thorough explanation of how Ballard prepared himself 
to become an undersea explorer. Response includes relevant information 
from the article.

3
Response provides an explanation of how Ballard prepared himself to 
become an undersea explorer. Response includes some information from 
the article.

2
Response provides a partial explanation of how Ballard prepared himself to 
become an undersea explorer. Response uses limited information from the 
article.

1 Response is vague/minimal.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank no response

Training Notes:

Some of the things Ballard did to prepare to be an underwater explorer:

• taught himself to snorkel and then to scuba dive so he could expand his undersea 
experiences;

• participated in the Scripps Oceanographic Institution summer program in which he 
was inspired by Dr. Robert Norris;

• attended college at University of California in Santa Barbara because it has a good 
oceanography department;

• studied many ocean-related topics in school, including geography, navigation, 
meteorology, geology, biology; and

• joined the Navy to learn leadership skills so he would be able to lead a group of 
people during a dangerous exploration.
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SCORE POINT 4

The response provides a thorough explanation of how Robert Ballard prepared to become an undersea 
explorer and includes relevant information from the article.
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SCORE POINT 3

The response provides an explanation of Ballard’s preparation in becoming an undersea explorer, with some 
details.
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SCORE POINT 2

The response provides a partial explanation with limited details.

SCORE POINT 1

The response is minimal.
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SCORE POINT 0

The response does not address the question.
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Scoring Guide:

Score Description

4
Response provides a thorough explanation of what personal qualities 
helped Ballard become a successful underwater explorer. Response includes 
relevant information from the article.

3
Response provides an explanation of what personal qualities helped Ballard 
become a successful underwater explorer. Response includes some relevant 
information from the article.

2
Response provides a partial explanation of what personal qualities helped 
Ballard become a successful underwater explorer. Response uses limited 
information from the article.

1 Response is vague/minimal.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank no response

Training Notes:

• He was very curious as a child and spent long hours exploring tidal pools and 
snorkeling/diving in the ocean.

• He was persevering as he developed this interest and wrote to the Scripps 
Oceanographic Institution for advice.

• He was goal-oriented; he attended college and joined the Navy to learn “discipline, 
organization, and how to motivate and lead people.”

• He was committed to being an underwater explorer for many years.

ID:204326 Common

d Explain what personal qualities helped Ballard become a successful underwater explorer. Use 
information from the article to support your answer.
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SCORE POINT 4

The response provides a thorough explanation of the qualities that helped Ballard become a successful 
underwater explorer and includes relevant information from the article.
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SCORE POINT 3

The response provides an explanation with some relevant information from the article.
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SCORE POINT 2

The response provides a partial explanation with limited details.
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SCORE POINT 1

The response is minimal.

SCORE POINT 0

The response does not address the question.
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