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ID:204049 C Common

q In the word automatic, what does the prefi x 
auto- mean?

A. signal

B. change

C. self

D. movement

ID:233649 D Common

Use the defi nitions below to answer the question.

range (rānj) n. 1. an area in which an activity 
takes place 2. an area for testing rockets and 
missiles 3. an open land on which livestock 
graze 4. an extent or amount of variation

w Amanda took singing lessons to extend 
her range.

 Which is the best defi nition of the word 
range as it is used in this sentence?

A. defi nition 1

B. defi nition 2

C. defi nition 3

D. defi nition 4

Reading
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Robert Ballard
EXPLORER

Birthday: June 30, 1942

My love affair with the sea began when I was 
no more than six years old, walking along the sandy 
beaches of Southern California. I always wanted to 
make the fi rst set of footprints in the wet sand.

My adventures began in small tidal pools carved 
in the rocks where creatures of all colors and shapes 
hid from view or darted back and forth, eager for 
the rising tide to set them free. Later my adventures 
took me out on a long pier near my home, where 
I spent countless hours dangling a baited hook 
beneath the sea, wondering what monster I 
might catch.

Unlike many surfers who sought the perfect 
wave, my interests always lay beneath the sea’s 
surface in a world I could only imagine and dream 
of. Soon, wearing a snorkel and a mask, I made 
my fi rst solo adventures in the deep. Later I would 
learn how to scuba dive, expanding my world of 
exploration many times over. All along the way, my 
parents and teachers encouraged my interest in the 
sea, providing me with books to read or taking me 
to the ocean once we moved inland and I couldn’t 
reach it by myself.

Perhaps the greatest turning point in my life 
came when I was in high school and I wrote a letter 
to the famous Scripps Oceanographic Institution, 
in San Diego, asking how I might learn more about 
the sea.

A kind scientist answered my letter and told me 
how to apply to Scripps for a summer scholarship, 
which I received. During one of their cruises 
that summer, I met Dr. Robert Norris, a marine 
geologist. He loved the sea almost as much as I did. 

His passion was infectious. Soon he was asking me 
what my plans were and where I expected to attend 
college. I told him I didn’t know, so he suggested I 
consider his school, the University of California in 
Santa Barbara.

My parents drove me to Santa Barbara for an 
interview, and one year later I drove there myself, 
this time as a member of the freshman class.

Now my love affair with the sea became a 
serious endeavor. If I wanted to be an undersea 
explorer, I needed to learn as much as I could about 
the laws of the physical world that controlled the 
environment I wanted to enter. The undersea world 
is not our natural world. It is unforgiving to those 
who make mistakes. At its greatest depths the water 
temperature is near freezing, the pressure is eight 
tons per square inch, and it is totally dark. It is easy 
to get lost in such a world. I needed to learn a lot 
about geography, navigation, meteorology, geology, 
biology, and many other things. While I was in 
school, I took a little of everything.

I decided another important thing for me to do 
was to join the U.S. Navy. If I was going to be an 
undersea explorer, I would have to lead men and 
women on dangerous adventures where they might 
get hurt, and I didn’t want that to happen. In the 
Navy I learned discipline, organization, and how to 
motivate and lead people on expeditions so that we 
could explore the wonders of the deep.

Finally, the time came to put all that I had 
learned to use, to go forth with a team of men and 
women and explore—an adventure I am still on and 
hope to be on for many years to come.

Robert Ballard’s love of the sea turned into an interesting career. Read this autobiographical article and then 
answer the questions that follow.
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e What does the word infectious mean?

A. ridiculous

B. contagious

C. bacterial

D. immeasurable

ID:204308 A Common

r In paragraph 7, Ballard discusses “the laws of 
the physical world.” Which of the following 
is an example of one of the laws?

A. water pressure

B. diverse ocean animal life

C. the different colors of the ocean

D. the appearance of the water

ID:243067 D Common

t In paragraph 7, the word endeavor means

A. incident.

B. change.

C. lesson.

D. effort.

ID:204304 C Common

y The prefi x geo- in geologist means a person 
who studies

A. weather.

B. medicine.

C. Earth’s crust.

D. animal behavior.

ID:204328 Common

u Explain how Ballard prepared himself to become an undersea explorer. Use information from the 
article to support your answer.
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i In college, Ballard took many different types 
of courses because he

A. was not sure what he wanted to study.

B. was advised to take them by Dr. Robert 
Norris.

C. thought they were needed to fully 
understand the ocean.

D. believed it would help him succeed in 
the Navy.

ID:204316 C Common

o Ballard joined the Navy to

A. learn about the dangers of the ocean.

B. get along with people under stress.

C. develop his leadership skills.

D. gather specifi c information about 
ocean life.

ID:204324 D Common

a What would Ballard recommend to students 
who want to be underwater explorers?

A. Spend time examining your talents.

B. Interview explorers to see if they are 
happy.

C. Join groups to learn to get along on 
a team.

D. Study as many ocean-related topics as 
you can.

ID:233646 A Common

  1.  Ballard meets Dr. Robert Norris.
  2.  ________________________
  3.  Ballard joins the Navy.
  4.  Ballard becomes an undersea explorer.

s Which statement belongs on line 2?

A. Ballard studies navigation and biology.

B. Ballard falls in love with the ocean.

C. Ballard leads an expedition in the ocean.

D. Ballard moves away from the ocean.

ID:204326 Common

d Explain what personal qualities helped Ballard become a successful underwater explorer. Use 
information from the article to support your answer.



Acknowledgments

The New Hampshire, Vermont, and Rhode Island Departments of Education wish to acknowledge and credit the following author  and 
publisher for use of their work in the reading portion of the New England Common Assessment Program—2005.

“Robert Ballard” (p. 2) autobiography as it appeared in Talking with Adventurers compiled and edited by Pat Cummings and Linda 
Cummings. Copyright © 1998 by Robert Ballard. 

5
NECAP_2005-2006_Grade8_Released



NECAP_2005-2006_Grade8_Released

G
ra

de
 8

 R
ea

di
ng

 R
el

ea
se

d 
It

em
 I

nf
or

m
at

io
n

 R
el

ea
se

d 
It

em
 N

um
be

r
1

2
3

4
5

6
7

8
9

10
11

12

C
on

te
nt

 S
tr

an
d1

W
V

W
V

W
V

II
W

V
W

V
II

II
II

II
II

IA

G
L

E
 C

od
e

7-
2

7-
2

7-
2

7-
7

7-
3

7-
2

7-
7

7-
7

7-
7

7-
7

7-
7

7-
8

D
ep

th
 o

f 
K

no
w

le
dg

e 
C

od
e

1
2

1
2

2
2

2
2

2
2

2
3

It
em

 T
yp

e2
M

C
M

C
M

C
M

C
M

C
M

C
C

R
M

C
M

C
M

C
M

C
C

R

A
ns

w
er

 K
ey

C
D

B
A

D
C

C
C

D
A

T
ot

al
 P

os
si

bl
e 

P
oi

nt
s

1
1

1
1

1
1

4
1

1
1

1
4

1 C
on

te
nt

 S
tr

an
d:

  
W

V
 =

 W
or

d 
ID

/V
oc

ab
ul

ar
y,

 L
I 

=
 L

it
er

ar
y/

In
it

ia
l 

U
nd

er
st

an
di

ng
, 

L
A

 =
 L

it
er

ar
y/

A
na

ly
si

s 
&

 I
nt

er
pr

et
at

io
n,

 
II

 =
 I

nf
or

m
at

io
na

l/
In

it
ia

l 
U

nd
er

st
an

di
ng

, 
IA

 =
 I

nf
or

m
at

io
na

l/
A

na
ly

si
s 

&
 I

nt
er

pr
et

at
io

n

2 It
em

 T
yp

e:
  

M
C

 =
 M

ul
ti

pl
e-

C
ho

ic
e,

 C
R

 =
 C

on
st

ru
ct

ed
 R

es
po

ns
e



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


